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THE 


Hifforical Regifter. 
-_NuMBER XXI. 
SPAT WN. 


The War in Attica between the Spaniards and the Moors, 
continu’d from Page 363 oft the laft Regifter. 


ere ase HE Marques de Lede having thus rais’d 
: eye yy the Siege of Ceuta, pofted himfelf in 
rey Nena) the Camp of the Enemy, where he 
~ 2) (T} oy) began immediately to fortify himfelf, 







jaa not doubting but that, encourag’d by 
(3 { Sh f} the Superiority of their Troops, they 


— 





~ would foon attack him in his Intrench- 
ment: Nor was he deceiv’d in his Expectations ; for 
they attack’d him on the oth of December, anda fe- 
cond Time on the 21 ft of that Month; but were both 
Times repuls’d with great Lofs. We have not, nor 
can € any other Account of thefe two Victories, 
than what has been given us by the Spaniards them- 
felves; and theretore we will infert the following Re- 
lations thereos, as they were publiih’d by Authority 
at Madrid. - 


4 Relation of the fignal Vidory obtain'd by his Catholick 
Majefty's Arms, under the Command of the Marquefs 
de ar a the oth of December 1920, over the whole 
Forces of the Moors, confifting of about 36000 Men. 


Ne Alcaydes being arriv’d in the Camp of the 
Moors, with a good Number of Foot, and their 
Army being alfo reinforc’d by their King’s Horfe 
Guards, they thought thefe Troops were fufficient to 
foras our Lines; in order to which, their Forces, 

A which 
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which came feveral Times to reconnoitre our Camp 
from the neighbouring Heighths, décamp’d on the 8th, 
and we judg’d they confifted of about 12004 Horfe 
and 2400 Foot, taking their Way by the Hills that 
Jay between their Camp and ours. Their Foot éxtend- 
éd themfelves as near as they could to our Left, and 
their Horfe march’d’ by the Hills which cover the 
Road to Tangier, and took Poft with their Front to 
the Center of our Camp, ‘out of the reach of our 
Cannon. 

That Day pafs’d without any other Action, except- 
ing that fome Farties of the Afoors, who advanc’d 
through the Defiles and deep Roads, made fome Dif- 
charges upon our advane’d Parties, and march’d back 
about Four in the Afternoon, as it they defign’d to 
return to their Camp; but when they were ceme to 
the deep Koad going to the Hills, they made a Coun- 
.ter-march to’ pofiefs themfelves of another deep Road 
and Defile, leading from the Shore to the Hills on 
the Road to Tangzer, by which they were entirely co- 
ver'd. he Marquels de Lede fufpecting this was a 
teigned Retreat, fent our Part of his Horfe, with Or- 
ders to march as far as the faid Road, where they dif- 
cover’d the Moorifh Army in their conceal’d Pofts; 
and as this Detachment retir’d, they were charg’d by 
Part of the Horfe and Foot of the Moors; but being 
fuftain’d by the Fire of our advanc’d Grenadiers, they 
engag’d the Moors with fuch Fury, that ‘twas thought 
the Action would become general; but in little more 
than half a Quarter of an Hour, the Moors retir’d to 
their Hills and the Roads -efore-mention’d, and our 
_ Foot continu’d ail Night in their Pofts, and our Horfe 
return d to their Camp. 

The next Day, being the oth in the Morning, the 
Mfoors came down from the deep Roads atorefaid, 
in tour Columns, three of Foot, and one of Horfe; 
the Horfe. pofted itfelf trom the faid Road, which 
‘yeach’d to the Shore ‘on our Right, and their Foot, 
which was already come down trom the Road, 
“pofted themfelves direftly again{ft and clofe to our 
Camp. 

The Marquefs de Lede order'd all the Horfe to 
falley out,.and pofied them in the moft advantageous 
-Manner from our Right to the Front of our Center, 
with Orders to retire by the Right gradually, as the 
Afoors Should come down, both to have a_proper 
gos Ground 
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Ground to move, and becaufe of the Inferiority of 
our Numbers, and that the Moors coming to charge 
them, fhould, when they. retird, . find themfelves ex- 
pene to our Fire, which accordingly fell our: As we 
d fome Parties out under the Command of Don Vin- 
cent Fyenbuena, Colonel of the Viince’s Regiment of 
Foot, the Moors charg’d them with fuch Vigour, that 
had it. not been for the great Fire of the Sranih 
Guards, they had made their Retreat with great Difti- 
culty; but in doing the fame Don Vincent Fuen/ucna 
was dangeroufly wounded, as were alfo fome of the 
Troopers and Dragoons. By this Time the Jhors 
had attack’d 4 finall Guard cover'’d by a Cafline, which 
Guard was at the Head of a Half-Moon which cover’d 
our Center, and which the Moors took with fome 
Lofs, and. then planted their Standards thereon, with 
great Shouts of Joy, and advanc’d to the Foot of our 
alt-Moon, which was defended by 13 Companies of 
Grenadiers, who receiv’'d them ‘o briikly, that they 
paid dear for their Temerity. The Moors extended 
themfelves all along the lower Ground, which is he- 
fore our Ditch, and continu’d their Fire againft the 
Half-Moon, and the Center of our Line; the Horle 
at the fame Time were not idie, and ours having polt- 
ed themfelves behind our Line, the Moorif) Horfe ad- 
vanced on the fame Side with fuch Intrepidity, that 
they cover’d themfelves from the Fire of the Span'’} 
and Walloon Guards, who were on the Right of the 
Line towards the Sea, there being a Heighith on the 
Left, which was defended by the two Batallions of 
the Regiment of Leon... The Moorifo Horie and Foor 
continu’d their Fire againit our Infantry, and our Ar- 
tillery could make no Execution againft them, be- 
caufe of the Lownefs of the Ground on which the 
Moors fought, but which, however, did great Service 
afterwards; for: we turn’d our Cannon againft them, 
four of which flank 'd the Center of their Horfe, and 
did great Execution. The Fire on both Sides was fo 
vigorous, that it did not ceafe one Moment fiom 
Eight in the Morning, when it began, ‘till half an 
Hour after Eleven, that the Afors yetir’d, and our 
Men fir'd fo brifkly at them, that they had new An:- 
munition given them five feveral Times, afte* they 
had fir’d the thirry Shots which every Man had giveu 
him kefore the Fight. Moft of thofe who fird, re- 
liev'd one another, = great Fatigue; anc be- 
z ale 
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caufe many of their Arms were render’d unfit for Ser- 
vice, feveral of the Men were oblig’d, contrary to 
their Inclinations, to leave the A‘tion. 
Notwithftanding the Horrors of the Engagement, 
it was 2 Pleafure to fee with what Courageand Eager- 
nefs both Officers and Soldiers fought, ‘till at laft, 
about half an Hour after Eleven, the Moors gave 
Ground, and retir’d with their Colours and Standards 
by the fame Way they came, having loft, as near as 
we can compute, between 5 and 6coo0 Men, amongft 
them feveral Alcaydes and Officers, though many of 





them withdrew in the Time of the Action, during ~ 


which we faw feveral Parties of the Meors carrying 
off their Dead and Wounded up the Hills, and through 
the deep Roads, to hinder us from knowing their 
great Lofs, which, however, we had evident Tokens 
of, fince the Rivulets, near which they fought, were 
oye with their Blood. 

n our Side we had few kill’d or wounded; thofe 
of Diftinétion are only the Marefchal de Camp Don 
Francifco de Eboli, who commanded the Center, and 
Don Vincent Fuenbuena; moft of the General Officers 
have receiv’d fome Wounds, and the Marquefs de Lede 
has one in his Right Arm, which has occafion’d a 

t Mortification in the fame. 

The Valour and Intrepidity with which his Ma- 
jefty’s Troops fought, is not to be exprefs’d. The 
Moors march’d ’till Night in great Hafte to their Camp, 
and by countermarches have again, with fome of 
their Forces, appear’d on the Hills, that our Men 
fhould thereby be oblig’d to continue under Arms, 
tho’ they defpife thofe Toils, when they expect to go 
againft their Enemies. 

_ that Day may be reckon’d for one of the moft glo- 
rious to the King’s Arms, both for the great Lofs 
fuftain’d by the Enemy, and for that they vanquifh’d 
an Army fo fuperior to them in Number, of great 
Undauntednefs, and which attack’d with equal Bra- 
very, and maintain’d the Fight, during three Hours 
and a Half, notwithftanding the continual Fire of 
our Infantry, which redounds to the great Honour of 
his Majefty’s Troops. Don Jofeph de Cordoua, Colo- 
nel of the Regiment of Majorca, who was difpatch’d 
with this important News, arriv’d at Court the 15th 
Inftant, and has given his Majefty an Aecount of the 

‘ Particulars 
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Particulars of this Action, which we ihal! foon in- 
form you of. 


An Account of a Third Vifory obtain'd by the Spaniih 
Army over the Moors in Africa, the 2-ff cf Decem- 
ber, 1920 

FTEKR the on obtain’d on the oth of De- 
cember by his Majeity’s Forces, it was concluded, 

that the Infidels, notwithftanding their great Lofs, 
and the terrible Reception they had met with, would 
again attack us, as well on Account of their natural 

Obftinacy, as by Reafon of the freth Encouragement 

they would receive from the Keinforcements fent by 

their King from the Upper Country, and trom the 

Frontiers to the Southward, and to the Eaftward to- 

wards Tetuan, to ftrengthen their Army. Thefe Con- 

fiderations, join’d to the Zeal and Prudence of the 

Marquefs de Lede, prevail’d with him providently to 

improve the Fortitications of our Camp, by finilhing 

the Works already begun, adding others, and in- 
creafing the Batteries ; fo that our Army lay encamp'd 
behind an Intrenchment that reaches trom Sea to Sea 
the Front of it extending about half a League, and 
about a quarter of a League diftant from the Town 
of Ceute. This Line is drawn anfwerable to the Un- 
evennefs of the Ground, jutting out in fome Places, 
and drawing back in others, as has been requifite to 
take in the Hill and other Eminences, to which Pur- 
pofe it has been unavoidable to form fome obtufe 
eer oe by Means whereof, and of fome faillant Points 
made to that Effeét, all the Front is flank’d, as well by 
= —, as by feveral Batteries conveniently 
difpos'd. , 
fides this Line, “fome advanc’d Works were 
thrown up on the principal Avenues, and more par- 

ticularly, a very large one, call‘d the Zenaille, at 50 

Paces Diftance before the Centre of our Infantry, with 





a good Communication between it and the Line, to 
convey ma it the neceffary Supplies. 
r 


This Work was fecur’'d by a Ditch five Foot in 
Depth, and ten in Breadth, and before it a Parapet, 
on which was fix’d a Row of Cheveaux de Frize, 
for farther Check to the advancing of the Afoors. 

About half a Mufket-Shot from this Work is a 
little Hill, with fome Brakes or Sloughs behind ir, 
which might ferve to cover she Moors that thould ap 

proac 
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proach that Way, and yet it was not thought conve- 
Nient to fortify or poffefs the fame, in Regard that it 
was commanded by other Eminences, and tor other 
fufficient Reafons. ‘ 

The Openings in our Line left to relieve the Out- 
Pofts, were made good by two Rows of Cheveaux de 
Frize, and well flank’d. 

Our Infantry lay incamp'd in two Lines ; but eve- 
ry Batallion having the particular Place they were to 
" yepair to and make good, in Cafe of an Attack, af- 
fign'd them, they all could and were accordingly to 
repair immediately to their refpective Pofts, by this 
Means, drawing the two Lines into one behind the 
Brea{t- works, excepting only fome Parties and Com- 
panies of Grenadiers, that were in the advanc’d Pofts, 
and others remaining in the Rear as a Keferve, to re- 
intorce fuch Pofts as thould have need of them, be- 
fides the Regiments of Horfe and Dragoons appoint- 
ed to remain in the Rear of the Infantry, and on their 
Flanks to fuftain them. 

All thefe Precautions were thought requifite, in 
regard that his Majefty’s Army at that lime, con- 
filted of only 12000 Foot, divided into 26 Batallions, 
and qooo Hoife and Dragoons in 32 Squadrons ;_ for 
though a confiderable Reinforcement of Troops lay 
imbark’d in the Bay otf Gibraltar, they had not 
been able to crofs the Streights by Reafon of the bad 
Weather. , 

Such was the Difpofition of the Camp and Army, 
when, on the 18th, fome Vollies, fir'd by the Moors 
in their Camp at Caffellejos, were heard, which it was 
known they had done to falute one of their chief 
Commanders, then arriv’d in their Camp with a 
confiderable Reinforcement of Troops; and they 
having the foregoing Days receiv’d feveral Supplies, 
the Marquefs de Lede concluded, that they would at- 
tack us the next Day, whereupon he gave his Orders 
to the Troops, that they might be in a Readinefs ta 
march, upcen the firft Signal given, to the Pots aflign’d 
to every Corps. 

‘The fame Day, at Eight in the Evening, it began 
to Rain, which continu d all che next Day in fo. vio- 
lent a Manner, that ic oblig’d the Infidels to put off 
their intended Operations. 





On 
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Qn the zoth, at Noon, the great Guards gave No- 
tice, that a confiderable Body appear'd coming down 
the Brake de les Canas, intending, as it feem’d, to 
hold on their March along: the Bank call’d, Inferno, 
in order to get into the Road of Tangier, and from 
thence to extend themfelves on the Eminence.of the 
Servaille, before the great Guard of our Center, which 
accotdingly they perform'd. This Body confifted of 
‘between Soo and reco Horfe, who feem'd to be a 
Guard to feveral prihcipal Officers that march’d at the 
Head*of them, anc were diftinguiihable by their 
Habit, and the rich Furniture of their Horfes. Ha- 
ving continu’d on that Eminence obferving our Camp, 
and the Pofture of our Army, ’till Four in the Aftes- 
noon, they then retir‘d to their own. 

_ This Motion of the Infidels, confirm’d the Mar- 
quefs de Lede in his Opinion, that they would advance, 
as foon as poflible, with their whole Army, fince they 
could not do it the Day before by Reafon of the 
Rain ; and, accordingly, on the z1{t at Sun-rifing, 
fome Parties of their Horfe appear’d, and at eight of 
the Clock one Column of their Cavalry, directing 
their March to’ the Eminence of the Serrailie, near 
the Road of Tangier. Soon after follow’d two large 
Columns of Infantry, one of which march’d towards 
the Coaft and Anchoring-Place of Tramagueras, which 
comes up directly to our Lett, and the other to the 
Boake de les Canas, at the Center of our Lett. The 
Column of their Cavalry, at eleven of the Clock, 
countermarch’d towards their Left, and came down 
the Brake that is oppofite to the Center of our Infan- 
try; but there appear'd no other confiderable Motion 
ot theirs, ’till the very Moment of the General Ar- 
tack. A Party of about 60 or 7o Horfe advanc'd to 
the Road that is on the Right of that of Tangier, 
a very high Ground, and open to overlook our Camp, 
and it was immediately difcern’d, that they were their 
Bafhaws and other chief Commanders, who conti- 
nud in that Place ’til]. near one of the Clock, when 
they were feen to return on their Left to join their 
‘Army, and gave the Signal tor tle General Attack, 
as they did, fome {mall Parties of Hoe they had 
pofted to that Effect, firing along from one Eminence 
to another, whereupon one of their Columns of In- 
fantry immediately mov’d ina very hafty Manner, and 
clofe Order, making a large Frent, but being much 
i more 
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more confiderable in Depth, and with the fame Swift- 
nefs advanc’d to the little Hill, faid above to be be- 
fore our advanc'd Work, call’d the Tenaille, in order 
to attack it, as they did with the greateft Boldnefs, 
fixing their Colours clofe by it, and marching up to 
our Cheveaux de Frize, which they endeavour'd to 
remove, with fuch Refolution, that it might be 
accounted Kathnefs; for they were expos’d and lay 
open to the great and inceffant Fire of our Infantry, 
and of feveral Batteries, which flank’d that Place, 
and yet they continu'd their Attempts all along the 
Front of the Tenail/e, and in other Places, firing con- 
tinually, and feconded by the Fire of fome other 
Bodies of their Intantry from the Eminences, whence, 
tho’ fomewhat diftant, they not only reach’d with 
their long Firelocks, but, in fome Pofts, could fee 
our Men from Head to Foot, as they ftood behind the 
Breaftworks. 

The Marquefs de Lede being fenfible of the great 
Importance of that Poft of the Tenaiile, had pro- 
vided it very well; and (with the Supplies he fent 
trom Time to Time, when he perceivd the Enemy 
moftly bent againft that Place) there were in it, dur- 
ing the Heat of the Action, the two Batallions of 





the — oy of Murcia, 26 Companies of Grena- 
t 


diers, three Piquets of Infantry, and the Compa- 
nies of Carabineers of the Regiments of Belgia, Sa- 
guntum, and Dublin; and the Infidels carrying on 
their Attacks with the greateft Refolution and Un- 
dauntednefs, he order’d the faid three Regiments of 
Dragoons, with their Brigadier the Count de Pezuela, 
who commanded them, to difmount, and take Poft 
in the Intrenchment, to reintorce the Infantry that 
defended it. 

The Fight began at one of the Clock after Noon, 
and held on ’tili five in the Evening, with a Fire fo 
great and continual, that all the old Officers declare, 
that of all the Actions they ever were in in Europe, 
they never faw the like of this. 

ough this Attack was begun by one great Co- 
lumn of Infantry, it was fuftain’d, and feveral Times 
renew’d, by two other Columns or Bodies of be- 
tween 8 or 10000 Men each, which follow’d in the 
Rear, and were inthe Nature of aReferve. Per- 
ceiving that they could not poflefs themfelves of the 
Tenaille by the Front or Head, they mnde thats 

ever 
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feveral Attempts to enter in at the Gorge; but all 
thofe Pofts being well flank’d by the Fire of our In- 
fantry, and our Artillery, which was charg’d with 
{mall Shot, they loft fo many Men, that at length 

having met with fo many Repulfes, and finding all 
their Attempts were in vain, their Fire began to abate 
about half an Hour after Four, and being convinc’d 
of the Impoflibility of fucceeding, they furl'd their 
Colours, and began to fly ar Five in the Evening ; 
nor is it flrange, that they thould draw off with fuch 
Precipitation, for in the Roms Manner they move and 
come on to their Attacks. It was obferv’d upon their 
Retrear, that they took up fome Standards as well as 
Colours, whence it was concluded, that fome of their 
Cavalry difmounted, had been join’d with the In- 
fantry in ing on their Attack. The main Body 
of the Cavalry did not come near the Trenches, (as 
they had done to no Purpofe in the Action of the 
oth) for being either warn’d by the bays Lofs they 
had then fuftain’d, or better commanded by an abler 
General, they advanc’d, and continu’d in the Rear 
of the Infanrry, fuftaining and encouraging them, as 
alfo helping to carry off their dead and wounded Men, 
as is ufual with them onal] Occafions, to eafe the In- 
fantry of that Trouble. It was alfo obferv'd, that 
moft of the Kill'’d and Wounded being carry'd be- 
yond the Brake by the Infantry, many of thofe who 
had perform'd this Part, either would ftay there, or 
fcour'd off, to avoid returning to the Engagement ; 
whereupon the Commanders of the Enemy's Cavalry 
appointed fome Parties to force thofe Runaways back 
‘tothe Attack, with their drawn Scymiters in their 
Hands. It is not eafy to exprefs how extraordinary 
careful they are to carry off the Kill’d and Wounded, 
nor is the Reafon of it known, but they themfelves 
kill’d all that were dangeroufly wounded before they 
carry’d them off. 

According to all the beft Intelligence that could be 
had of the Strength of the Infidels, and what was 
obferv’d during the Engagement, their Army amount- 
ed to Goco> Men, and among them 15000 ‘orfe, in- 
cluding roano0 Blacks, call'd the King’s Guards, bein 
the Troops moft depended on for their Courage ion 
\Condu&. The Lofs, they fuffer’d upon this Occafi- 
Jn, is computed at 7 or Soco Men kill’d and wound- 
ed, as near as can be guefs'd, as well by thofe the 

B Carry’ 
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carry’d off, and whit .remain’d in the Camp, as by 
the great Slaughter there was feen'to be made by the 
Fire of our Ynfantry and Artillery, which never 
ceas'd playing during the four Hours the Action lafted, 
fometimes with their Bullet, and at other Times with 
Cartridge Shot, as Occafion requir’d, having been 
duly and fkilfully ferv’d by itsCommandant the Bri- 
yadier Don Fofeph Gayofo, and by the Colonels Count 
Martjani and Don Folm Pingarron. The Infidels alfo 
fuffer'd very much in their Retreat, efpecially at the 
Time they afcended the Eminences, being expos’d to 
the Fire of our Infantry and Artillery. Our Lofs 
may be above 300 Men kill’d and wounded, according 
to the Accounts of the 21ft. Among the kill'd is 
Major-General Don Felix de Aragon, who commanded 
atthe Attack. Brigadier Don John Pacheco Portocarere, 
Colonel of the Regiment of Murcia, and Colonel 
Don Peter de Pineda, Captain ot Grenadiers in the 
penile Guards, are dangeroufly wounded, both of 
m inthe Thigh, as is Don Francis Fantoni Valder- 
vama, Sut-Lieutenant in the Spanifh Guards, and fe- 
veral other Officers, of whom an Account is expected, 
and of all the other Particulars. Lientenaiw-Cenemnt 
Don Fofeph de Chaves, and Major-General Chateaufort, 
though they were fick in Bed, went out to be pre- 
fent at the Action, and continu’d ‘till che laft; the 
former of them receiv’d a Contufion, and the Bri- 
ier Count de Yire, Colonel of the Regiment of 


ct. two. ' 
e Marquefs de Lede was, during the whole Time 
of the Action, in the Center, ag the Attack, making 
the neceffary Difpofitions, afid giving Orders for the 
Defence, and all that was requifite, and his Horfe was 
thot sander him with oper 

e iments of ms ot Belgia, Saguntum, 
and Dublin. were pofted on the Way oF our Comer: 
but as foon as they difmounted, and were incorpo- 
rated with the Intantry for the Defence of the in- 
trenchment, their Place was fupply’d the Regi- 
ments of Hoffe of the Prince aud Roufillen, to 
ready upon Occafion. The Regiments of Horfe of 
the Orders and Montefa, had their Poft on the Right, 
and that of tay of Pavia on the Left. 

All mo and interior Officers fignaliz’d their 
Valour, ConduG, and Zeal, as appears by the Suc- 
cefs of this great Victery; and the Bravery a 

inefs 
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dinefs of the Soldiers was fuitable ; which was fo ex- 
traordinary in the Grenadiers who defended the Polt 
of the Zenaille, that many of them, not valuing the 
Security of the Breaftwork, mounted upon it, and 
-continu’d there firing “till they were wounded, or 
their Officets by Force ablig’d them to come down, 
which they no fooner did, than others got upto fill 
the Places they had left, the Authority and Threats of 
their Officers not being fufficient to keep them behind 
the Breaftwork, being fo animated, that without re- 
garding the Duty of Obedience, or the Danger they 
expos’d themfelves to, they chofe the greateft Hazards, 
to do the more Harm to the common Enemy of 
Chriftendom. 

The Bithop of Ceuéa, giving freth Proofs of his 
Zeal and Charity, went into the Camp, and con- 
tinu’d there ge A whole Aétion, attended by 
feveral Priefts, iniftering the Holy Sacraments 
to fuch as were dangeroufly wounded, and aflift- 
ing all in their Spiritual and Temporal Concerns 
with extraordinary Fervour and Conftancy in the 
midft of Dangers; for one of the Chaplains that 
one him in thefe pious Functions was wounded by 

The Chevalier Gomicour, Colonel of the Regiment 
of Hotfe of Milan, and Quarter-Mafter-General of 
the Horfe of the faid Army, arriv’d at Court with 
this important Advice on the 28th of December at 
Night, and being ot gre admitted by his Majelty 
to Audience, gave this prefent Account, ‘til! farther 
Patticulats can be had. 


rere: Teretatate toretetote rots Tens BIs 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


The Proceedings of the Parliament continu’d from the Ke- 
\-  gifter, N° XEX, Page 208. 


N the 8th of Desember, 1720, the Parliament 
of Great Britain being met at Weflminfler, purlu- 
ant to their laft Prorog@ion, the King came to the 
Houfe of Lords, and the Commons being fenc for up 
and attending, the Lord fake, Lord Chancellor, by 


his Majefty’s Command, read his Speech to both 
Houtes as follows ' 
Bi My 
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Bfy Lords and Gentlemen, 

INCE we laft parted, the Face of our Affairs 
.) Abroad is become more favourable: The Peace in 
the South only wants the Form of a Congrefs, and 
that of the North is brought much nearer to a Con- 
clufion. J fhall, ata proper Time, order the feveral 
Treaties 1 have made, to be laid before you; by which 
you will perceive the Succefs,of our Endeavours to 
eftablith a Peace throughout Europe, and to fecure and 
fupport the Froteflant Religion ; At the fame Time, I 
can never fufficiently exprefs my Concern for the un- 
happy Tourn of Affairs, which has fo much affected 
the Publick Credit at Home. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

1 do moft earneftly recommend it to you, that you 
confider of the moft effetual and fpeedy Methods to 
reitore the National Credit, and fix it upon a Jafting 
Foundation. You will, J doubt not, be affifted in fo 
commendable and neceflary 2 Work by every Man 
that loves his Country, and efpecially by the feveral 
great Societies of this Kingdom. 1 hope you will, 





on this Occalion, remember, that all your Prudence 

your Temper, and Refolution, are neceffary to fin 

out and apply the po Remedies to our Misfor- 
i 


tunes ; which will, if you fucceed, ferve to increafe 
that Reputation you have fo juftly acquir’d, particu- 
jarly, if you thall be able, notwithitanding thefe 
Difiiculties, to difcharge a Part of the Publick Debt. 

I have order’d the feveral Eftimates to be laid be- 
fore you of the Expence of the enfuing Year; and 
— defire you to difpatch the Supplies neceffary tor 
them. : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1am glad to obferve to you, that our Trade does 
appear to have been more extended this Year than in 
the preceding one; we have the moft flourifhing Na- 
vy of any Nation whatfoever to proteé it: And I 
hope you will turn your Thoughts to the beft Methods 
tor the Security and enlarging of our Commerce. 
You may depend on my hearty Concurrence to all 
fuch Provifions, as frmll appear to you neceflary for the 
Good of my People. 


The King being withdrawn, a Motion was made in 
the Houfe of Peers for an Addrefs of Thanks, which 
being unanimoufly agreed to, the fiid Addrefs was 

- immediately 
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immediately drawn up, reported, approv’d, and the 
next Day prefented to his Majefty, as follows: 





-Moft gracious Sovereign, 
W our Majefty’s moft dutiful and Joyal Sub- 
jects, the Lords Spiritual] and Temporal! in 
Parliament affembled, beg Leave to return to your 
Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe, for your moft gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne, and to congratulate 
york ajefty on the near Profpeé&t of a genera! 
eace being eftabliih’d throughout Europe: And we 
do acknowledge, with the greateft Gratitude, your 
Majefty’s Care and Endeavours for the Security and 
Support of che Proteftant Religion; towards the at- 
taining which great Ends, your Majefty may depend 
upon our utmoft Support and Affiftance. 

We cannot fufficiently exprefs to your Majefty how 
much we are concern'd at the prefent unhappy State 
of Publick Credit; and we do, upon this Occafion, 
affure your Majefty of our zealous and ready Concur- 
yence in all fuch Meafures as ihall be molt effectual 
and fpeedy to reftore it, and fix it upon a lafting Foun- 
dation ; and alfo in all other Meafures that may tend 
to the Security and enlarging the Commerce of thefe 
Kingdoms. 

The King’s Anfwer was to this Effect : 


My Lords, 
T Thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addrefs: Ani I 
perfvade my felf, that your Zeal for the Good of 
your Country, your Temper, Wifdom, and Unanimity, will 
greatly contribute towards extricatigg us out of our prefent 
Difficulties, 


Dec. 8. The Commons being return’d to their 
Houfe, and their Speaker having reported to them the 
King’s Speech, Mr. Pulteney made the following Mo- 
tion, viz. 

«That an hpmble Addrefs te prefented to his Ma- 
€ jefty, toreturn him the Thanks of this Houfe for 
bis moft gracious Speech from the Throne; to ex- 
© prefs the Satisfaction of his faithful Commons at 
* the near Profpeé there is of Peace being eftabliih'd 
* throughout Europe, by the Succefs of his Mayefty’s 
* Endeavours; to acknowledge his Mayefty’s great 
* Goodnefs in his tender Concern for the Misfortunes 

ef 
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© of his People, occafion’d by the unhappy Turn of 
* Affairs, that hath fo much affected the Publick Cre- 
© dit of this Kingdom; to affure his Majefty, that 
© this Houfe will, atthis critical Canjun@ure, where- 
© in his Majefty’s Government, and the Intereft of his 
© People are fo highly concern’d, proceed with all 
© poffible Care, Prudence, and Temper, to enquire 
¢ into the Caufes of thefe Mistorrunes, and apply the 
© proper Remedies tor reftoring and tixing Publick 
‘ Credit upon fuch folid and lafting Foundations, as 
S may effectually give Eafe and Quiet to the Minds 
t of his Majefty’s Subje&ts ; and that this Houfe will, 
« with Readinefs and Cheasfulnefs, grant the Sup- 
© plies neceflary for the Service of the enfuing Year, 
«and conlider in what Manner the Trade an 
© Commerce of the Nation may be beft fecur’d and 
© extended. 

Mr. Pelham feconded this Motion, and was_hack’d 
by fome other Courtiers; but Mr. Shippen offer’d a 
Ciaufe to be added after the Words for refloring and 
fring Publick Credit, viz. 

As far as it is confiftent with the Honour of Parlia- 
ments, the Intereft of the Nation, and the Principles ef 
Zuftice. 

Me Shippen gave his Reafons for this Addition, 
urging, in particular, ¢ That in order effectually to 
‘remedy the prefent Misfortunes, it was abfolutely 
© neceffary to maintain the Honour and Faith of .Par- 
¢ jiamentary Engagements, and to ihew the higheft 
* Refentment againit thofe who, abufing the Truft 
© yepos'd in them, had given fo fatal a Wound to 
¢ Publick Credit, and enrich’d themfelves by the 
© Plundet of the Nation: That, in his Opinion, the 
* Managers of the South Sea Project were not the 
¢ moft criminal, fince there were thofe above them, 
< 
€ 
6 
c 
¢ 
€ 
c 
c 





whofe Duty it was to overlook and direét their Pro- 
ceedings, and who ought to have given a feafonable 
Check to thet Extremity of Folly, by which South 
Sea Stock and the Subfcriptions were advanc’d to an 
extravagant Rate: Adding, That had thofe at the 
Helm interpos’d in the Affair of the South Sea, as 


they did in the Cafe ot the two Affurances, and 
other Projects; they would have prevented that 
© difmal Calamity which has fince befallen the Na- 
‘tion.’ Mr. Shippen was feconded by Mr. Bromley, 
and Sit William Wyndbam, who, among other Things, 

aid, 
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faid, * That it would be a Difgrace toa Britif# Houle 
© of Commons, to fhew, on this Occafion, lefs Vi- 
. four and Spirit than the Parliament of Por, then 
© fitting at Pontoife : That that Parliament was julily 
¢ look’d upon as the Shadow of an Englifs Parliament ; 
¢ and yet that very Parliament had, by their Firmnefs 
* and Refolution, carry’d their Point fo far, as to get 
© that Perfon remov'd from the Adminiftration, whom 
¢ they look’d upon as the Author of the prefent Mis- 
© fortunes of Franée.? The Lord Mole/worth, who 
{poke with great Vehemence on the fame Side, run 
over the ‘acy from the Throne, and faid, in 
icular, ¢ was glad they were told, that the 
Peace in the South only wanted the Form of a Con- 

¢ gels, which gave him Hopes, that the Difficulties 
© ftarted by Spain, in Relation to Gibraltar, were, at 
© Jaft, furmounted, and that we were like to preferve 
© that important Conqueft of the preceding War, to- 
© gether with Port- Mahon, which would make us fome 
© amends for the great Expence of Blood and Trea- 
© fure we had lately been at, to conquer Sicily for the 
© Houfe of tuffria” When his Lordihip came to 
{peak of the prefent Calamity, he faid, * That be- 
“fore they confider’d of proper Remedies, they 
© ought to enquire into the Caufe and Nature of the 
¢ hemes hat it is with the Body Politick, as 
© with the ate Aina and therefore they ought 
© co imitate fkilful Surgeons, who, in order to cure a 
* Wound, hegin with probing it, and, when they 
© find it neceffary, make Incifions and Scarifications 
‘ to get the venomous Core out of it, betore they 
apply healing Plailters ; and that they who follow a 
contrary Method, are but meer Empiricks, who, by 
ufipg Palliatives, make the Sore rankle and fefter, 
and endanger the Life of the Patient. He own'd 
it had been by fome fu pe that there was no 
Law to punith the Diredlors of the South Sea Com- 

i pany, who were juftly look’d upon as the immediate 
© Authors of the prefent Misforrunes: Bur that, in 
£ his Opinion, they ought, on this Occalion, to fol- 
* low the Example of the ancient Romans, who ha- 
* ving no Law againft Porricide, becaufe their Legifla- 
© tors fuppos’d no Son could be fo unnaturally wick- 
* ed, as to embrue his Hands in his Father's blood, 
* made one to puniih fo heinous a Crime, as {oon as 
e it 
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‘it happen’d to be committed; and adjudg’d the 
© guilty Wretch to be thrown alive, few’'d up in a 
© Sack, into the Tyber, Concluding, That as he look’d 
© upon the Contrivers and Executors of the villainous 
© South Sea Scheme, as the Parricides of their Country,he 
© thould be fatisfy’d to fee them undergo the fame Pu- 
© niihment. 

Sir Fofeph Fekyll {poke on the fame Side, and, in 
particular, faid, ‘ That as he doubted not but among 
© the South Sea Direstors fome might be Innocent, and 
© others Criminal ; fo he was of Opinion, there were 
© thofe, who were not Direétors, no lefs, if not more 
© criminal, than the DireStors themfclves ; and 
© who therefore deferv'd an equal, if not a feverer 
¢ Punifhment: Adding, That upon extraordinary E- 
¢ mergencies, where the Laws are deficient, the Le- 
* gillative Authority may, and ought to exert itfelf ; 
* and he hoped a &ritif/ Parliament would never want 
€ a vindictive Power to punith national Crimes.’ Mr. 
Grey Neville, Mr. Pitt, and fome other Gentlemen, 
{poke alfo for the Claufe offer’d by Mr. Shippen: But, 
on the other Hand, it was reprefented by Mr. Secre- 
tary Craggs, Mr. Solicitor General, and Mr. Robert 
Walpole, * That fuch a Reftriétion did but ill fuit 





* with an Addrefs of Thanks; which, in their Opi- 
© nion, ee to run in the ufual Form, and anfwer, 


© in general Terms, the feveral Heads of the Speech 
‘ from the Throne: That as to the main Drift of that 
€ Claufe, they thought it inconfiftent with the Rules 
‘ of Prudence, to begin this Seffion with irritating 
¢ Enquiries: That if the City of London were on 
* Fire, they did not doubt but all wife Men would be 
© for extinguifhing the Flames, and preventing the 
© fpreading of the Corflagration, before they en- 
© quir’d into the Incendiaries: That in like Manner, 
€ Publick Credit having receiv’d a moft dangerous, 
© Wound,and being ftill in a bleeding Condition,they 
© ought to apply a fpeedy Remedy to it ; and that after- 
© wards they night enquire into the Caufe of the 
‘ prefent Calamity.’ Mr. Walpole, in particular, de- 
© clad, ¢ That for his own Part, he. had never ap- 
© prov'd the South Sea Scheme, and was fenfible it had 
© done a great deal of Mifchief: But fince it could 
* not be undone, he thought it the Duty. of all good 
* Men to give their helping Hand towards retrieving 
‘it: And that with this View, he had ne oo 
ow" 











NOXXI for the Tear 1721. 17 


© ftow'd fome Thoughts on a Propofa!l to reftore Pub- 
© Jick Credit, which, in a proper Time,‘ he would fub- 
¢ mit to the Wifdom of that Houfe.” The Majority 
of the Affembly acquiefe’d in thefe laft Keafons; fo 
that the Queftion being put for inferting the Claufe 
betore-mention’d, it pafs’d in the Negative, by 261 
Voices againft 103. However, the next Day, upon 
the Report of the Addrefs of Thanks, a Motion be- 
ing made by Mr. Milner, for infertiny the Words, and 
for punifbing the Authors of them, (viz. our prefent Mis- 
fortunes) and feconded by Sir Fofeph Fekyil, the fame 
was carry’d without dividing. On Saturday the roth 
of December, the Commons, with their Speaker, waited 
on his Majefty with the faid Addrefg, as follows : 





Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W your Maijelty’s moft dutiful and Joyal Sub- 

jects, the Commons of Great Britain in. Par- 
liament affembled, beg Leave to return your Majeity 
our moft dutiful and hearty Thanks for your moft gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne. 

We can never fufficiently exprefs our Gratitude to 
your Majefty, for your conftant Care of the true In- 
tereft of. your Subjeéts ; nor the Satisfaction of your 
faithful Commons, in feeing that the juft Influence 
of your Majefty’s Councils Abroad, has procur’d fo 
near a Profpeét of a general Peace throughout Europe ; 
which is a freth Inftance to them, that your Majefty 
places your Greatnefs only in the Profperity and Hap- 
pinefs of your People. . 

If any Thing could more effectually endear your 
Majefty to us than the Mildnefs of your Government, 
it would be that tender and affe@tionate Concern you 
exprefs tor the prefent Mistortunes of your People, 
occafion’d by the unhappy Turn of Affairs, that hath 
~ much affected the Publick Credit of this King- 

om. 

Rut your faithful Commons are met together witl 
Minds fully difpos’d to take the moft juft and effectual 
Methods, and to do every Thing that becomes an 
affeGtionate Parliament, (at this critical Conjunéture, 
Wherein your Majefty’s Government, and the Intereft 
of your — are fo highly concern’d) to reftore 
and fix the Credit of this Nation upon fuch folid 
and lafting Foundations, as may effectually give Eafe 
and Quiet to the Minds Pa your Majefty’s Subjects : 

, An 
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And we flatter ourfelves, that our Undertaking will 
be the more eafy, fince we are determin’d to proceed 
with all poflible Prudence, Temper, and Refolution, 
to enquire into the Caufes of our prefent Misfortunes ; 
and, with the matureft Deliberation, apply ourfelves 
to find out the moft proper Meafures tor redrefling 
them, and for punifhing the Authors of them. 

The Improvement of our Trade is of fo publick a 
Concern, and fo neceffary tor the Support and Power 
of this Kingdom, that we will employ our utmoft En- 
deavours to confider in what Manner the Commerce of 
the Nation may be beft fecur’d and extended, 

And we beg Leave to affure your Majefty, that we 
will, with all Chearfulnefs and Unanimity, grant the 
Supplies which ihall be neceflary for the Service of the 
enfuing Year, and the Support of your Government, 
upon which the Happinefs of the Nation, the Liberty 
of your Subjeéts, and the Security of our Keligion fo 
entirely depend. 





To this Addrefs his Majefiy return’d the following 
Anfwer. 


Gentlemen, 
T Return you my hearty Thanks for this Addrefs; and as 
il 


depend on your applying a [peedy Remedy to the pre- 
Sent Diftrefs, I am perfwaded you will take the moft pru- 
dent Meafures to make it effefual. 


The fame Day the Commons order’d their Speaker 
to iffue out two new Writs, for electing two Barons 
for the Town and Port of Dover in Xent, one in the 
Room of Philip Papillon, Efg; who had accepted the 
Office of Receiver of the Stamp-Duties, and the 
other in the Room of Matthew Lord Aylmer of the 
Kingdom of Ireland, deceas'd. Two Days before, five 
other new Writs were alfo order'd to be iffu’d out, 
for efeGting a Burgefs for the Univerfity of Cambridge, 
in the Room of Thomas Pafke, Doétor of Laws, de- 
ceas'd; a Citizen for the City of Rochefler, in the 
Room of Sir Fobn Fennings, Kt. who had accepted the 
Office of Mafter of the Koyal Hofpital at Greenwich ; 
a Burgefs tor the Borough of Plymouth in. Devonfiire, 
in the Room of Sir George Byng, Kt. and art. who 
had accepted the Office of Trealurer of his Majefty’s 
Navy ; a Knight of the Shire for the County of Staf- 
ford, in the Room of William Ward, Efq; deceas’d j 

an 








N° XXI for the Tear 1721. 19 


and a Knight of the Shire for the Shire of Elgin_in 
Scotland, in the Room of Fames Brodie of Brodie, Efq; 
deceas’d, and, December 13, another new Writ was 
alfo order’d to be iffu'd out, for eleAinga Knight of 
the Shire for the County of Lincoln, in the Koom of 
Sir Willoughby Hickman. Bart. deceas’d. 

The 12th of December, the Commons, in a grand 
Committee, confider’d of the Motion made the Sa- 
turday before, to grant a Supply to his Majefty, which 
was unanimovily agreed to. After this Grey Neville, 
Efq; mov’d, that the Direétors of the South Sea Com- 
pany fhould forthwith lay before this Houfe an Ac- 
count of their Proceedings; and he was feconded by 
Mr. Pitt, and back’d by the Lord Mele/worth. Some 
of the Courtiers appear’d furpriz’d at this unexpected 
Motion ; and thereupon Mr. Secretary Craggs endea- 
vour'’d to thew, * That it was prepofterous ; and that 
‘the Houfe having already appointed the Thurfday 
‘ following to refolve into a grand Committee, to 
‘ confider of the prefent State of the publick Credit 
‘of this Kingdom, the fame would naturally bring 
* onthe Enquiry into the Condu& of the South Sea 
 Dire&tors.” Mr. Craggs was feconded by the Lord 
Hinchinbroke and by Mr. Horatio Walpole, who own'd 
indeed, * That the South Sea Scheme was weak in its 
© Projeétion, villainous in its Execution, and calami- 
‘tous in its End; but that, in his Opinion, they 
© ought to begin with applying a Remedy to the Evil.’ 
Mr. Robert Valpole, his Brother, added, ¢ That as he 
* had already declar’d, he had {pent fome Time upon 
‘ a Propofal for that Purpofe; but he was apprelicn- 
‘ five, that if they went onin a warm pailionarte 
« Way, the faid Scheme might be render'‘d altogether 
‘ impracticable; and therefore he defir'd, that the 
‘ Houfe would proceed regularly and calmly, left by 
¢ running precipitately into edious Enquiries, they 
‘ fhould exafperate the Diftemper to fuch a Degree, 
‘ as to render all Remedies ineffectual.’ Sir Jo/ech 
Feky#, on the other Hand, fet forth, ¢ The Neceflicy 
‘ of examining, without the leaft Delay, into the 
© Condué of the South Sea Company, to fee whether 
* they had made good their Engagements, and ftrictly 
* follow’d the Rules prefcrib’d to them by the Act 
© pafs'd laft Seflion ot Parliament in their Favour ; 
‘ urging, That this was the moft natura! Way of pro- 
* ceeding in an Affair %: fo great Importance: ] har, 

2 oO} 
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¢ on the contrary, it feem’d abfurd to attempt the 
‘ Cure of a Diftemper before they were acquainted 
© withit: But that as foon as it was thoroughly known; 
‘he hoped that wife Aflembly thould not want 
‘ Schemes to apply proper Remedies to it.’ This 
Speech made fo deep an Impreffion, that fome Mem- 
bers, who offer’d to fpeak on the contrary Side, were 
not much liften’d to; and, on the ether Hand, Gil- 
frid Lawfon, Efg; having fupported Mr. Neville’s Mo- 
tion, the Courtiers thought fit no longer to oppofe it ; 
fo that without coming to a Divifion, the Houfe made 
the following Orders, viz. 

1. That the Direétors of the South Sea Company do 
forthwith lay before this Houfe, an Account of all 
their Proceedings whatfoever, relating to an Aét pafs’d 
the laft Seffion of Parliament, entitled, dn A# for 
enabling the South Sea Company to increafe their prefent 
Capital Stock and Fund, by redeeming fuch publick Debts 
and Incumbrances as are therein mention’d, and for raifing 
Money to be apply’ d for leffening feveral of the publick 
Debts and Incumbrances, and for calling in the prefent 
Exchequer Biiis remaining uncancell’d, and for making 
forth new Bills in lieu thereof, to be circulated and ex- 
chang'd upon Demand at or near the Exchequer. 

2. That the Managers and Directors appointed by 
the Lords Commiflioners of the Treafury, by virtue 
of the faid A&t, do forthwith lay before this Houfe, 
all fuch Matters and Things as they have done and 
perform’d, or order'd to be done and perform’d, in 
relation to the faid A&. 

3. That the faid Managers and DireGtors do forth- 
with lay before this Houfe, an Account of all Orders 
they have receiv’d, from Time to Time, from the Lords 
Commiflioners of the Treafury. 

q That the DireGtors of the South Sea Company 
do forthwith lay before'this Houfe, an Account of 
what Money and E£xchequer-Bills have been receiv’d 
by or for the Ufe of the faid Company, fince the 
asth Day ot December 1719, and the refpective 
ber = Purpofes to which the fame have been 
apply’d. 

¢” That the faid Direétors do forthwith lay betore 
this Houfe, an Abftra& of what publick Debts and 
Incumbrances have been fubfcrib’d to, or difcharg’d 
by the faid Company, purfuant to any Aé& or Aéts of 
Parliament in that Behalf, fince the 25th Day of De- 
cember 
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cember 17719, and in what Manner fuch Subfcriptions 
were made. 

6. That..-the faid Dire&tors do forthwith lay before 
this Houfe, an Account of what Sum or Sums of Mo- 
ney have been taken up or borrow’d on Account of 
the faid Company, or which they ftand engag’d for 
upon Bills, Bonds, or other Contraés under their 
common Seal or otherwife, fince the 25th Day of De- 
cember 1719. 

Dec. 13. Mr. Farrer teported to the Houfe the Re- 
folution for granting a Supply to his Majefty, which 
having been agreed to, Nemine Contradicente, the Com- 
mons refolv’d to addrefs his Majefty tor the feveral 
Accounts and Eftimates, relating to the Deficiency on 
feveral Funds, the Ordinary of the Navy, the Guards, 
Garrifons, and Land-Ferces, the Office of Ordnance, 
the Half Pay forthe Year 1721, the extraordinary Re- 
pair of the Navy, the Ships in Sea-Pay, employd in 
the Year 1720, and the Surplus of the Aggregate or 
South Sea Fund. This Addrefs was readily comply'd 
with ; and accordingly, the next Day, Mr. Treby, Secre- 
tary of War, laid before the Houfe the Accounts and 
Effimates relating to his Office: After this, Mr. Pitt 
complain’d of the Dilatorinefs of the South Sea Di- 
reftors in complying with the Orders made two Days 
before by the Houfe, and he was feconded by Sir 
Fofeph Fekyll: But Sir Theodore Fanffen, one of the 
Direétors, and a Member of the Houfe, having af- 
fur’d them, that the next Day Part of the Papers 
call’d for would be laid before them, the Houle ac- 
quiefc’d, 

Dec. r5. Some of the Commiflioners of the Cu- 
ftoms laid before the Commons the ufual Accounts of 
prohibited Zaft India Goods, and naval Stores im- 

3 Mr. Cockburn, from the Lords Commiffioners 
of the Admiralty, laid alfo before them an Eftimate of 
the Debt, the ordinary Eftimate, and a Scheme of the 
Extra-Repairs of the Navy. 

After which the Sub-Governor and Deputy-Gover- 
nor of the South Sea Company prefented to the Houfe 
feveral Papers, with a Schedule of them, and acquaint- 
ed the Houfe, that they were direéted by the Court of 
Dire&tors of the South Sea Company, and the Mana- 
gers and Directors appointed by che Lords Commifli- 
oners of the Treafury, by Virtue of the “4 for 

enabling 
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enabling the South Sea Company to increafe their prefent 
Capital Stock, &c. to acquaint this Houfe, that they 
were ufing all poffible Diligence to prepare an Ac- 
count of all their Proceedings whatfoever, relating to 
the faid Aét, and that the fame, as foon as finith’d, 
would be laid before the Houfe. Then the faid Sche- 
dule was read as follows, viz. 





1. An Account of all fuch Matters and Things as 
the Managers and Dire&tors, appointed by the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury, to take Subfcriptions 
for enlarging the Capital Stock of the South Sea 
Company, have done and perform’d, or order’d to be 
done and perform'd, in relation to the A& in that 
Behalf. 

z. An Account of all fuch Orders which the Mana- 
gers and Dire¢tors, appointed by the Lords Commiflio- 
ners of the Treafury to take Subfcriptions for enlarg- 
ing the Capital Stock of the South Sea Company, have 
receiv’d from their Lordfhips in relation to the A& in 
that Behalf. 

3- An Abftra& of what publick Debts and Incum- 
brances have been fubfcrib’d or difcharg’d by the 
South Sea Company, purfuant to an A& of Parlia- 
ment in that Behalf fince the 25th of December 1919, 
and in what Manner fuch Subfiriptions were made. 

4. An Account of what Monies and Excheguer-Bills 
have been receiv'd by or for the Ufe of the South Sea 
Company, fince the 25th of December 1719, and the 
refpective Ufes and Purpofes to which the fame have 
been apply’d. 

5- An Account of what Sum or Sums of Money 
have been taken up or borrow’d on Account of the 
South Sea Company, or which they ftand engag’d for 
upon Bills, Bonds, or other Contracts, under their 
common Seal, or otherwife, fince the 25th Day of 
December 1719. 


Hereupon it was order'd, that the Papers mention’d 
in the faid Schedule be referr'd to the Committee of 
the whole Houfe, who were to take into Confidera- 
tion the prefent State of the publick Credit of this 
Kingdom. Then the Houfe refolv'd itfelf into the 
fhid Committee ; and after the Reading of the faid 
Papess, which Jafted ’till about tour a-Clock in the 
Atternoon, Mr. Sloper, Mr. Plummer, Mr. Milner, Sit 

Richard 
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Richard Steele, and Mr. Lawfon, made feveral Excepti- 
ons to the Condué& of the South Sea Direétors, and, 
in particular, to their lending our vaft Sums of Mo- 
ney belonging to the Company, without being duly 
authoriz’d for that Purpofe : Bat as the Committee 
could not regularly proceed in that Matter withouc 
exact Accounts of thefe Loans, the farther Confide- 
ration of the prefent State of the publick Credit was 
adjourn’d to Monday the roth; and, in the mean 
Time it was order’d, that the Directors of the South 
Sea Company thould lay betore the Houfe, 

1. A particular Account of the Nine Millions three 
hundred and thirty thoufand fix hundred fixty eight 
Pounds, eleven Shillings, lent out by the faid Di- 
rectors upon the Stock of the faid Company, to whom, 
at what Times, and upon what Securities the fame 
was lent; and how much of the faid Sum has been 
repaid, by whom, and at what Times. 

2. A particular Account of the Two Millions two 
hundred and twenty _— thoufand eighty nine 
Pounds, lent out by the {fai 





id Directors upon Subfcrip- 


tions taken in by the faid Company, to whom, at 
what Times, and upon what Security the fame was 
lent ; and how much of the faid Sum has been repaid, 


by whom, and at what Times. 

3. An Account of the Authorities and Powers they 
had from the general Court of the faid Company, 
to lend out any over on the faid Stock or Subfcrip- 
tions, ; 

Dec.16, Being the publick Faft appointed by his 
Majefty’s Proclamation, Dr. Hugh Beulzer, Lord Bi- 
fhop of Briffol, preach’d before the Houfe of Lords 
in Weftminfter- Abbey, and Dr. Wilcocks, one of the 
King Chaplains, betore the Houfe otf Commons in 
the Church of St. Margaret’s, Weftminfter. 

Dec. 197. The Commons being met again, order’d 
the Thanks of their Houfe to be return’d to Dr. Wil- 
cox; anda Petition of the Magiftrares aud Inhabi- 
tants of the Town and County of Poole, was pre- 
fented to the Houfe and read, complaining of the 
great Decay of our Home Manuiactures, by the great 
Quantities of Goods run on that and the a/ern 
Coafts, and of Wooll carry’d out of this Kingdom, 
and of the daily Importation of Oyfters from feveral 
Parts of France; and praying, that Confideration 
may be had of the clandeftine Running of Wines 


ani 
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and [Brandies, and the Expoitation of Wooll, and 
the great Hardihip and Mifery of the poor Fiihermen, 
by the Importation of French Oyfters: Which Peti- 
tion was order’d to lye on the Table. Then Mr. 
Lowndes, and Mr. Treby, Secretary at War, laid before 
the Houfe feveral Accounts and Eftimates: And a Bill 
was order'd to be brought in, For altering and amend- 
ing the Laws for obliging Ships, coming from Places in- 
feted, to perform their Quarentine, and for preventing 
the [preading of tle Infedion. \t was alfo order’d,that the 
Directors of the South Sea Company do forthwith lay | 
before this Houfe, 

1. The Lifts of the Money-Subfcriptions that were 
deliver’d to, or made by them, upon the fecond, third, 
and fourth Subfcriptions, and the Sums that have been 
paid thereupon. 

2. A particular Account of the Three hundred 
thirty one thoufand five hundred Pounds Stock,bought 
by the faid Company tor Two Millions thirty three 
thoufand forty three Pounds, the Days when pur- 
chas'd, the refpective Parcels and Prices, and the Per- 
fons by whom it was bought, and by whom and to 
whom transferr'd. 

3- A particular Account of the Five hundred feven- 
ty four thoufand five hundred Pounds Stock, fold by 
the faid Company for One Million two hundred fitty 
rtine thoufand three hundred twenty five Pounds, the 
Days when fold, the refpective Parcels and Prices, and 
the Perfons by whom it was fold, and by whom and 
to whom transferr’d. 

Then, in a grand Committee on the Supply, the 
Commons came to feveral Kefolutions, the Report of 
which was referr’d to the next Sitting: But before 
the Houle was adjourn’d, it was order'd, that the Di- 
rectors of the South Sea Company do forthwith lay 
before this Houfe, an Account of the Ufes to which 
the Money by them receiv’d for laft Chriffmas Divi- 
dend was apply’d, fo far as the fame, or any Part 
thereof, was fatisfy’d in Bonds of the faid Com- 

any. 
rf “a 19. Mr. Farrer reported to the Houfe the Re- 
folutions of the grand Committee on the Supply, 
viz. 

t. That 10000 Men be allow’d for the Service of 
the Year 1721, beginning from the ut Day of Fanu- 


ary '72!. rr 
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N° XXI for the Tear 1721. 25 


2. That 4/. per Man per Month, be allow’d for 
maintaining the faid 10009 Men for 13 Months, in- 
cluding the Ordrmance for Sea-Service. 

3- That 219,049/. 14s. be granted for the Ordinary 
of the Navy, for the Year 1721, including Half-Pay 
to Sea-Officers. ; 

4.. That 50,2007. be granted for Extra-Repairs of 
the Navy for the Year 1721. 

. That the Number of effective Men to be pro- 
vided for Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, and 
for Jerfey and Guernfey, for the Year 1721, (including 
1859 Invalids) be 14204 Men, Commiflion and Non- 
Commiflion Officers included. 

6. That 567,070/. 35.44. be granted for the Charge 
of the faid 14294 effective Men. 
_ , y That 150,743/. 135 44.3, be granted for the 

Land-Forces and Garrifons in the Plantations, Afi- 
norea, and Gibraltar, and tor Provifions for the Garri- 
fons.of Annapolis Royal, Placentia, and Gibraltar, for 
the Year 1721. 

8. That 94,5002. be granted upon Account to re- 
duc’d Officers of the Land Forces arid Marines. 

The firft four of thefe Refolutions being feverally 
read the fecond Time, were agreed to by the Houle ; 





but the fitth being alfo read a fecond Time, Mr. Ship- 
pen een, * That a general Peace being fo near 


© a Coniclufion,Part of the Land-Forces, now on Foot, 
* might well"be {par’d, and the faving Sum apply’d to- 
© wards repairing the publick Calamiry ; and there- 
© fore he mov’d, that the faid 5th Refolution be re- 
© committed, He was back’d by Mr. Bromley, Sir 
William Wyndham, and Mr. Hungerford; but was op- 
posd by Mr. Robert Walpole, and his Brother, Mr. 
Smith, and fome other Gentlemen,* wha endeavour’d 
todhew, © Thatthe Number of our Forces was fo 
‘ moderate, that it could hardiv be leffen’d, even al- 
‘ tho’ a general Peace were concluded, without ex- 
€ pofing the Nation either to foreign Infults, or do- 
* meftick Factions ; and theretore it were highly im- 
* prudent to make any Reduction in the Army before 
‘the Conclufion of the Peace: That, on the other 
* Hatid, the Sum that might be fav’d by difbanding 
* 3 Or qooo Men, was very incunfiderable, and ought 
* not to come in Competition with the Advantage of 
* being in a Pofture of Defence: Since nothing con- 
* tributes more to the publick Credit of a free Na- 

D ‘ tion, 
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€ tion, than the being in a Condition not to fear any 
¢ Thing, either at Home or Abroad.’ Thefe Reafons 
had fo much Weight, that the Queftion being put 
upon Mr. Shippen’s Motion, it pafs'd in the Negative, 
without dividing; and then the other three Kefolu- 
tions being read a fecond Time, were agreed to b 
the Houfe. Then the Commons went into a gran 
Committee, to take into farther Confideration the 
prefent State of the publick Credit of the Kingdom ; 
and thereupon Sir Jofeph Feky!/] mow d, that a fele& 
Committee be appointed to enquire into all the Pro- 
ceedings relating to the Execution of the South Sa 
A&, and he was feconded by Gilfrid Lawfon, Efq- 
But Mr. Robert Walpole having reprefented that the 
eceeding in that Manner would take up a great 
veal of Time, and that the publick Credit being in 
a bleeding Condition, they ought to apply a {peedy 
Remedy to it ; that Motion was not infifted on. Af+ 
ter this Mr. Sleper made a Speech, wherein he ihew’d, 
€ That the prefent Calamity was mainly owing to the 
© vile Arts of Stock-Fobbers, whereby the publick 
¢ Funds were wound up far above their real Value: 
_ Which being readily affented to, the Committee came 
tothis Refolution, viz. That nothing can tend more 
to the Fftablifhment of publick Credit, than pre- 
venting the infamous Prattice of Stock-Fobbing. Af- 
ter this, Mr. Robert Walpole acquainted the Committee, 
© That (as he had hinted fome Days before) he had 
¢ fpent fome Time upon a Scheme for reftoring pub- 
* lick Credit ; but that the Execution of it depending 
© upon a Pofition, which had been laid as a Funda- 
‘ mental, he thought it proper, before he open’d the 
© faid Scheme, to be inform’d, whether he might rely 
© on that main Foundation, viz Whether the Subfcrip- 
© tions of publick Debts and Incumbrances, Money: Sub- 
© [criptions, and other Contrads made with the South Sea 
© Company, fhould remain in the prefent State? This 
Queftion being ftated, occafion’d a warm Debate 
particularly in relation to the Validity of the fecon 
Subfcription of the redeemable and irredeemable pub- 
lick Debts. Sir Fofeph Fekyll, Serjeant Pengelly, and 
fome others, urg’d, in Favour of the Subfcribers, * That 
© moft of them having been drawn in to fet their 
© Names to a Sort of a Letter of Attorney, which was 
* never read to them; and not having had afterwards 
€ the Option of the Terms offer'd them, as the for- 
mer 














NY XXI1 for the Tear 1721. 27 


‘mer Sub{cribers had, the faid Subfeription was fur- 
¢ reptitious, and therefore nor binding: But they 
were anfwer'd by Mr. Robert Walpole, Mr. Secretary 
Craggs, Mr Attorney, and Mr. Solicitor General, and 
fome others, ¢ That the Lecterof Actorney, by Vir- 
* tue of which the Contrast of the ‘econd Subfription 
¢ was made, having been plac’d at the lop of every 
¢ Page of the Book all the Subfcribers might have read 
¢ it, as many of them had done, and fo might have 
¢ chofen whether they would have fer their Names to 
¢ it or not ; but chat, it feems, fome Perfons thought 
‘the Subfcripiion valid while they got, and not 
‘ binding when they were like to lofe by it: How- 
‘ ever, if any Tning were defective in the faid Sub- 
‘ {cription, they thought it advifeable to leave it to 
‘the Determination, either of a general Court of 
‘ the South Sea, or of the Common Law.’ Thefe 
Reafons being reliih’d by moft of the Landed Gentle- 
men, afters the Debate had Jafted ‘till near Eight in 
the Evening, it was at laft refolv’d by 259 Voices 
againft 1197, that all the Subfcriptions of publick 

ebts and Incumbrances, Money-Subfcriptions, and 
other Contraés made with the South Sea Company, 
by Virtue of an Aét made the laft Seflion of Parlia- 
ment, remain in the prefent State, unlefs alter'd for 
the Eafe and Relief of the Proprietors by a general 
Court of the South Sea Company, or fet afide by due 
Courfe of Law. - 

Dec. 20. A Petition of feveral Proprietors in fundry 
redeemable Debts, and Lottery Tickets, was prefented 
to the Houfe and read, praying, Thatrheir Cafe might 
be taken into ferious Coufideration, and that they 
might be defended in their juft Rights againft the 
illegal Proceedings of the South Sea Company, by 
forcing them to take Stock tor their Deb‘s, at a much 
higher Rate chan it would fel] for; and admit them 
to be heard, either by tiiemfelves or Counfe!, or grant 
them fuch other Relief as thould be thought fit: But 
this Petition was order’d to lye onthe Table. Then 
Mr. Farrer reported the two Refolutions of the grand 
Committee on publick Credit; the firft of which, 
with fome Amendments, was agreed to by the Houfe, 
as follows, viz That it wi'l very much contribute to- 
wards eftablifhing of publick Credit, to prevent the 
infamous Practice of Stock-Fobbing; anda Bill was 
order'd to be brought in thereupon, Then a Motion 
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being made, that the Houfe do agree with the Com- 
mittee in the fecond Kefolution, there arofe a very 
warm Debate, that lafted from three a-Clock ’till 
half an Hour paft fix in the Evening. Mr. Walpole, 
who fpoke for the’ Motion, ‘ Set forth the Views with 
‘ which the South Sea A& was made, to wit, to con- 
‘ fult the landed and trading Intereft of the Nation, 
¢ by leffening its Incumbrances and publick Debts, 
* and putting them in a Method of being paid off 
‘ina few Years; which could not have been done, 
* unlefs a Way had been found to make the Annuities 
¢ for long Terms redeemable, which had been happily 
© effected by the South Sea Scheme, without a Breach 
* of Parliamentary Faith; and if they thould now 
© unravel what had been done, they fhould not only 
© ruin the Soush Sea Company, but, inftead of allevi- 
‘ ating, aggravate the prefent Misfortunes. In An- 
fwer to this, Sir Fofeph Jekyll urgd, ‘ That in order 
* to remedy the prefent Diftemper, and reftore pub- 
¢ lick Credir, they ought, in the firft Place, to refolve 
¢ and affert publick Faith, Equity, and Juftice, which 
¢ the South Sea Managers had notorioufly violated, 
¢ with refpect to the firft and fecond Subfcribers of 
¢ Annuitics, and other publick Debts: For the for- 
« mer had not the Stock, to which they were entitled 
¢ deliver’'d to them, ‘till fix Months after they had 
¢ fubfcrib'd their EffeSts, and when the Stock was 
¢ fallen above halt in its Price; and the latter had 
¢ nut the Option either to accept or reject the Terms 
¢ that were offer'd them.’ Mr. Walpole having, among 
other Things, reply’d, ‘ That if any Injuitice was 
* done to the Subfcribers, they were, by the Refolu- 
¢ tion in Queftion, left at Liberty to feek their Re- 
‘ lief by Law; Mr. Lechmere, Chancellor of the 
Dutchy, took up the Cudgels, and infifled, ‘ That it 
* the South Sa Company, whom the Parliament had 
* appointed Truftees for the publick Debts, had nog 
* duly executed that Truft, in relation to the Annui- 
* tants, the Jatter could feek for Relief no where but 
* in Parliament, and that it was a Duty incumbent 
‘ onthe Legifiature to relieve them.’ Serjeant Fen- 
Sell » Mr. Hutchenfon, and fome other Gentlemen, 
poke on the fame Side; but were anfwer’d by Mr. 

Secretary Craggs, Sir William Thompfon, and Mr. Hun- 
geford. And after fome other Speeches, Oe See? 
, , ' <* Rarty 
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Party mov’d for adjourning the Debate; but the 
Queftion put thereupon being carry’d in the Negative, 
by 232 Voices againft 88, the Houfe agreed, without 
dividing, to the 2d Refolution of the Day before 
above-mention’d. 

Dec.21. Mr. Lowndes_prefented to the Commons 
feveral Accounts and Ejtimates ; after which the 
Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a grand Committee on the 
Supply, and came to feveral Refolutions thereupon, 
Then the Members in Weftminfter- Hall, Court of Re- 
quefts, and Places adjacent, having been fummon’d 
to attend, the Houfe refolv’d irfelf into a grand Com- 
mittee, and Mr. Robert Walpole laid before thema new 
Scheme to reftore publick Credit, which was, in Sub- 
flance, to ingraft nine Millions of South Sea Stock 
into the Bank of England, and the like Sum into the 
Eaft India Company, upon the Conditions therein 
mention’d, and which {hall be fpecify’d hereatter. 
Mr. Hutchefon, and other Members, made fome Ex- 
ceptions to that Scheme; but none offering a better 
Remedy for the prefent Misfortunes, Mr. Farrer, the 
Chairman, was directed to move the Houfe, and it 
was accordingly order’d, That the faid Committee 
have Power to receive Propofals from the Bank of 
England, the South Sea Company, and the Eaft India 
Company, towards reftoring publick Credit. 

Dec. 22. Mr, Farrer reported the Refolutions on the 
sappy which were agreed to, viz. é 

1. That 15,278/. 8s. od. be granted for Qut-Penfi- 
oners of Chelfea Hofpital, for the Year 1921. ; 

2. The Sum of 4,581/. 19s. 34. for extraordinary 
Expences of the Land- Forces for the Year 1520. 

3 The sum of 153,805/. 145, 24. principal Mo- 
rey remaining unfatisty’d for the Duties on Malt, for 
the Year 1710. ‘ 

4. The Sum of 82,7937. 19s. 10d. tor the Deficien- 
cy of the general Fund of 724,ta9/. 6s. 34. for the 
Year ented at Michaelmas 1720. 

5. The Sum of 67,8781. 3s. 94. for the Ordnance 
for Land-Service for the Year 1721. 

6. And the sum ot 25,2997. 10s. 24. for extraor- 
dinary Expence of the Ordnance for Land-Service for 
the Year 1720. 
~ Dec. 23. A Petition of the City of Worcefler was 





prefented to the Commons, and read, complaining of 
the great Decay of all Sorts ot Trade an the faid Cy, 
sae y 
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by the pernicious and deteftable Practice of Stock-Fob- 
ing, and praying the Confideration thereof: Which 
Petition was order'd to lye on the Table, until the 
Bill for preventing the infamous Practice of Stock- 
Jobbing fhould be brought in. Then the Commons, 
in a grand Committee, confider’d of Ways and Means 
to raife the Supply, and refolv'd, iff, To grant a 
Land-Tax of 34. in the Pound for the Year i721. 
2dly, To continue the Malt-Tax from June 25, 1721, 
to Fune 24, 1722. After this, a Perfon from the South 
Sea Company having prefented to the Houfe an Ac- 
count of all the Proceedings whatfoever of the Court 
of Directors, and general Court of the South Sea 
Company, relating tothe Act of the laft Seflion of 
Parliament ; an Order was made, that the Houfe be 
call’d over on Monday the oth of Fanuary next ; and 
then the Commons adjourn’d ’till Thurfday the 29th 
ot December, by reafon of the Chriffmas Holidays. 

Dec. 2g. The Commons met again, and the sub- 
Governor and Deputy-Governor of the South Sea 
ver gd attended, and at the Bar prefented to the 
Houfe feveral Books, containing, an Account of fe- 
veral Matters order’d to be laid before the Houfe hy 
the Directors of the faid Company, witha Schedule 
of them, and a Return of the faid Directors relating 
thereunto ; and they acquainted the Houfe, that the 
seft of the Accounts orcer’d to be laid before the 
Houfe, were for that Purpofe preparing with the 
utmoft Expedition; and then they withdrew. 





The faid Schedule and Return were read, as fol- 
ow: ' 


The Schedule. In Obedience to an Order of the Honoura- 
ble Houfe of Commons, of the 15th of December 
Inftant. 


A particular Account of the Nine Millions three 
hundred thirty thoufand fix hundred fixty cight 
Pounds eleven Shillings, lent out upon the Stock of 
the Sceuth Sea Company, to whom, at what Times, 
and upon what Securities the fame was lent; and how 
much of the faid sum has been repaid, by whom, and 
at what Times. 

Alfo an Account of the Two Millions two hun- 
dred twenty eight thoufand eighty nine Pounds, lent 
out upon Subfcriptions taken in by the faid Company, 

to 
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to whom, at what Times, and upon what Security the 
fame was lent; and how much of the faid sum has 
been repaid, by whom, and at what Times. 

Both which Accounts are contain’d in Book, N° «. 


In Obedience to an Order of the Honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons, of the 17th of December Infant. 


The Lifts of the Money-Subfcriptions that were 
deliver'd to, or made by them, upcn the fecond and 
third Subfcriptions, and the Sums that have been paid 
thereupon ; which Lifts are alphabetical, and contain’d 
in five Rooks, viz. 

One Book, containing the Lifts of the fecond Mo- 
ney-Subfcription, N° 2. 

Four other Books, containing the Lifts of the third 

ioney-Subfcription. 

The Return, In Obedience to the faid Order of 
the 17th of December Inftant, the Directors of the 
South Sea Company do lay before this Houfe the Lifts 
of the Money-Subfcriptions that were deliver’d to, 
or made by them, upon tlie fecond and third Sub- 
{criptions, and the Sums that have been paid there- 
upon ; which Lifts are alphabetical, and contain’d in 
five Books, viz. 

One Book, containing the Lifts of the fecond Mo- 
ney-Subf¢ription. 

One other Book, containing the Lifts of the third 
Money-Subfcription, of the Letters A, B, C, D. 

One other Book, containing the Lifts of the fame 
Subfcription, of the Letters E, F, G, H, 1, K. 

One other Book, containing the Lifts of the fame 
Subfcription, of the Letters L, M, N, O, P, Q. 

And one other Book, containing the Lifts of the 
fame Subfcription, of the Letters ik, s, T, U, W, 

> > 





Then Mr. Farrer reported the two Refolutions on 
Ways and Means, (before-mention’d) which were 
sbi to, and Bills were order’d to be brought in 
thereupon. This done, Mr. Shippen made a long 
Speech, wherein he reprefented, ‘ Thar befides the 
‘ Papers that had already been laid before them, it 
‘ was neceflary to have others, in order to difCover 
* the Frauds and deceitful Management of the South 
© Sea Directors, and their Accomplices: That, in his 
* Opinion, the moft villainous Contrivance, ~~ 

¢ they 
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¢ they enfnar’d unwary People, was their taking in 
¢ ei fee Om) at 1000!. per Cent. and their de- 
¢ clating a Dividend of 30/. per Cent. at Chrifimas, and 
¢ of not lefs than 50/. per Cent. per Annum, for 12 
¢ Years aftet ; which had impos’d upon the Under- 
¢ flanding of all fuch as depended upon the Wifdom 
¢ and Integrity of the Directors, and occafion’d the 
¢ Ruin of many Thoufands of Families. He there- 
€ fore mov’d, that the Directors of the South Sea 
+ Company do lay before this Houfe the Calculations 
¢ or Inducements on which they took in the third and 
¢ fourth Money-Subfcriptions at 1o00/. per Cent. and 
¢ alfo the Scheme, or Calculation, or other Induce- 
¢ ments, upon which they grounded the Refolutions 
¢ of making a Dividend of 30/. per Cent. at Chrift- 
* mas, and of not lefs than Sol. per Cent. per Annum 
¢ for 12 Yearsafter. Mr. Shippen was feconded by Sit 
Pilliam Wyndham, anid no body oppofing that Moti- 
on, an Order was made accordingly. Then Mr. Ship- 
pen moev'd, and it was likewife order’d, that the Sub. 
Governor and Deputy-Governor of the faid Compa- 
ny, do Jay beforé the Houle, a Lift of the Direétors 
of the faid Company, together with the Names of 
the Treafurer, Secretary, and Accomptant of the faid 
Company: And that the Dire&tors of the faid Comi- 
any do lay before this Houfe the original Book or | 
ks of the Minutes of the Commirtee of Treafury 
of the faid Company, fince the 25th Day of December: 
1719, as alfo a Copy of the By-Laws of the faid Com- 
pany. Atrer which the Commons adjourn’ them- 
felves to Wednefday the qth of Fanuary. 

On Monday the 12th of December, his Grace the 
Duke of Wharton made a Speech to the Houfe of 
Lords, wherein he took Notice of the prefent cala- 
mitous State of the Nation, occafion’d by the South 
Sea Project ; gave feveral Inftances of the untair Ma- 
nagement of the Direftors; and mov'd, that a Day 
might be appointed, to confider of the prefent State 
of the Nation, particularly with relation to publick 
Credit. The next Day was appointed accordingly ; 
but that Affair was then put off ‘till the 26th, when 
the Lord North and Grey made a long Speech, wherein 
having, in the firft Place, animadverted on fome li- 
centious and prophane Writings, that ftruck at the 
very Foundation of the Chriftian Religion, his 
Lordihip then took Notice of the South Sea Project, 

which, 
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which, as he had foretold ten\Months betore, had 
been attended with fuch difimal Confequences. He 
was feconded by the Earl of 4ylesford, and then his 
Grace the Duke of Wharton fpoke on the fame Subject, 
and (among other fraudulent Practices of the Sour) 
Sea’ Managers, initanc'd in fome collufory Bargains 
about Stuck, between the Sword Bladé Company and 
Mr. Knight, Yreafurer to the Scuth Sea) concluded, 
he hoped that noble Affembly would exert their Power 
in punilhing the villainous Projetors and Executors 
of the South Sea Scheme. After fome other Speeches, 
the Confideration of the State of the publick Credic 
was fe‘err'd to a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
into which their Lordthips were to. go on Thurfday 
the 22d of December; but the Papers they had call’d 
for, not being yet laid before the Houfe, their Lord- 
ihips adjourn’d themfelves to» Monday the oth of F:- 
nuary,’ by seater of ‘the enfuing Hollidays. 

Fan. 4. The Commons being met Mr. Farrer prefented 
the Land-Tax Bill, which was receiv’d, read a rft Time 
and order'd'to be read azd. After which Mr. Treby 
mov’d for bringing inthe Bill to prevent Mutiny and 
Defertion, 8c. and was feconded by the*Lord Carpen- 
ter. Hereupon Sir Fofiph Fekyl faid, * He could not 
‘ but bé furpriz’d to’ fee a Bill mov'd for fo early, 
‘ which feldom or never ufed to be brought in ‘till 
‘ cowards the End of a Seflion: That fuch a Hurry 
© feein’d to be intended to ftop the Profecution of the 
¢ Authors of the prefent Misfortunes: That they all 
*-very well knew that their Days were. number’d, and 
‘ that as foon as they had difpatch’d the Money Bills, 
‘ and the Bill now mov‘d for, they thould immediate- 
* ly be difpatch’d Home: That therefore he was for 
* jtaying thofe Bills, until they had done Juftice to 
* the Nation, tviio call'd aloud for it.’ Mr. Secretary 
Craggs faid thereupon, * He wonder’d to fee any Op- 
© pofition made ro a Billfo neceffary for the'Satety of 
* the Government, efpecially by a Perfon who had 
‘ seceiv’d. fignal Favours trom the Crown.’ Upon 
this the Lord Molefworth ftood up, and faid, * Mr. 
¢ Speaker, Is it come to this, that every Man who has 
‘a Place muft do all the Drudgery thac is enjoyn'd 
‘him? This may be true of fome. Underlings; but 
“I don’t believe it, I’m fure ’tis falfe of King George, 
© he commands his Servants nothing, but what's ac- 
‘ cording tothe Laws, and for the Good of his Sub- 

E © jects.’ 
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¢ jects. Then Sir Fofeph Fekyll added, * That he was 
‘ as zealous as aly Man for the Service of the King 
‘ and his Government: But he was of Opinion, that 
© the doing |uftice to the Nation, and punifhing them 
* who had brought it into the prefent calamitous Con- 
* dition, was the moft effectual Way both to ferve 
* the King, and at the fame Time to difcharge their 
‘ Duty to their injurd Country: Concluding, how- 
‘ever, that be did not oppofe the bringing in of 
‘.the Bill in Queftion, which was thereupon order’d 
to be brought in. 

After this, according to the Order of the Day, the 
Commons were to go into a grand: Committee to take 
into farther Confideration the prefent State of the 
publick Credit ot this Kingdom : But Sir Fofeph 
Jekyll refuming his Speech, reprefented, ‘ That before 
¢ they proceeded any farther, they ought to fecure the 
¢ Perfons and Eftates of thofe they had reafon to look 
* upon as the Authors of the publick Misfortunes ; 
¢ and therefore he mov’d, that Leave be given to bring 
¢ in a Bill to reftrain the Sub-Governor, Depaty-Go- 
¢ vernor, Directors, Treafurer, Under-Treafurer, Ca- 
‘ thier, Secretary; and Accomptant of the South Sea 
¢ Company, from going out of this Kingdom for the 
* Space of one Year, and until the End of the next 
¢ Seffion of Parliament ; and for difcovering their 
¢ Effates and Effects, and for preventing the tranf- 
* porting or alienating the fame.’ He was feconded 
by Horatio Walpole, Eig; who gave fome Inftances 
both of the unfair Methods by which the Sonth Sea 
Directors, and their Officers, had got immenfe Riches, 
and of their Pride and Infolence. Serjeant Lengelly, 
Mr. Attorney and Mr, Solicitor General, Mr. Spencer 
Cowper, and feveral other. Members having likewife 
fupported Sir Fofeph Fekyll’s Motion, it was carry’d 
Nemine Contradicente, and order’d, that the Mafter of 
the Rolls, Mr. Horatio Walpele, Mr. Serjeant Peng: lly, 
Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. 
Fefferies, and Mr. Cowper, do prepare and bring in the 
faid Bill. 

This done, Mr. Shippen exprefs’d his great Satisfacti- 
on, to fee a Britifh Houfe of Commons refume their 
priftine Vigour and Spirit, and a& with fo great Una- 
nimity for the publick Good, ‘ He own’d the Ne- 
‘ ceflity of fecuring the Perfons and Eftates of the 
© South Sea Directors, and their Officers: But faid, 

that 
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¢ that, in his Opinion, there were fome Men in great 
¢ Stations, whom, in Time, he would not be atraid 
‘to mame, who were no lefs guilty than the Di- 
‘ reétors.’ Mr. Secretary Crages being fomewhat net- 
tled at this, faid, * That he was ready to give Satis- 
‘ faction to an Man that fhould queftion him, either 
‘in that Houfe or out of it.’ This Expreflion gave 
no {mall Offence; and thereupon the Lord Mele/- 
worth faid, © That he had had the Honour to be a 
‘ Member of that Houfe upwards of thirty Years, and 
‘ never before now knew any Man bold envugh to 
‘ challenge the whole Houfe of Commons, and all 
* England befides? That for his Part, tho’ paft fixty, 
¢ he would anfwer whatever he had to fay within the 
¢ Houfe,and hoped there were young Members enough, 
‘ that would not be afraid to look Mr. Secretary in 
‘ the Face out of the Houfe.’ Upon this Mr. Secre- 
tary feeing the Houfe in a great Ferment, got up 
again, and modeftly faid, © That by givin Satistacti- 
‘on, he meant clearing his Condué. As foon as this 
was over, the Houfe debated in what Manner they 
thould proceed in the intended Inquiry, whether in a 
grand or a felec&t Committee. After feveral Speeches 
on both Sides, ic was tefolv'’d, Nemine Contradicente, 





that a Committee be appointed to enquire into all 
the Proceedings —- to the’ Execution of the 
e. 


South Sea AS. 2. Thacthe.Namber of the faid Com- 
mittee be thirteen. 3. That the faid Committee be 
chofen by Way of Ballottin . After this, the Lord 
Hinchinbroke reprefented, * That it was to be fear'd, 
‘ that before the Bill order’d to: be brought in againft 
« the Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Directors 
© of the South Sea Company, was gone through both 
‘ Houfes, the moft criminal among{t chem might with- 
‘ draw themfelves out of the Kingdom ; and therefore 
‘ his Lordihip mov’d, that they might be immediately 
© order'd into Cuftedy:? But Mr. Lechmere, and fome 
other Members, having fhew'd the Inconveniences 
that might enfue thereupon, that Motion was dropt; 
and then the Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, refum’d the Confideration of the prefent Stare 
of the publick Crédit of this Kingdom. 

Jan.s. They met again, ina grand Committee, 
upon the fame Bufinefs, and took into Confideratien 
the Propofals laid before the faid Committee by the 
South Sea Company, for ingrafting nine Millions of 

2 their 
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their Stock into the Eaf India Company, and the like 
Sum into the Bank of England, as alfo the Propofals 
of the Faf India Company and the Bank, for taking 
in the faid Srock, and after fome Debate, it was re- 
folv'd, by a Majority of 173 Voices. againft 130, that 
an Ingraftment of Part of the Capital of the South 
Sea Company into the Capitals of the Bank of Eng- 
land and the Eajt India Company, purfuant to the fe- 
veral Propofals of the faid Companies, will contribute 
very much to the reftoring and eftablithing publick 
Credit Mr. Speaker having refum’d the Chair, the 
Court Party mov’d, that Mr. Farrer, the Chairman of 
the grand Committee, thould the next Day report the 
faid Refolution ; but this Motion was ftrenuoufly op- 
pos’d by the other Party, and the Queftion being put 
thereupon, it prfs‘d in the Negative by a Majority of 
153 Votes again xqo; after which it was order’d, 
that the faid Report be receiv’d on fuefday the roth. 

Jen. 6. Whe Commons were to proceed to the Choice 
af the felec& Committee by Way of Rallotting, but 
that was put off ’ril} the Monday following. After 
this the Sub-Governor and Deputy-Governor of, the 
South Sea Corapany prefented to the Houfe feveral 
Books of Acconnts, (purfuant to feveral Orders of 
the Houfe) with a Schedule of them, which, after 
they were withdrawn, was read, as follows, viz. 


Purfuant to an Order of the 15th of December Jaf. 


An Account of the Authorities and Powers the 
Court: of Direétors of the South Sea Company had 
trom the general Court of rhe faid Company, to lend 


out Money on the Stock and Subfcriptions of the faid 
Company. 





Purfxant to an Order of the zoth of December Jaf, 


A Lift of the Names of the Directors of the South 
Sea Company, together with the Names of the Treafu- 
rer, Secretary, and Accomptant of the faid Company ; 
and alfo, 

Copy of the By-Laws of the South S:a Company, 
and alfo, 

The original Minutes ef the Committee of the 
Treafury of the South Sea Company, fince the 25th of 
December 179, contain’d in one ftitch’d Book, and one 
bound Book. 


Purfuant 
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Purfuant ta an Order of the 17th of December Jaf. 


A Lift of the Money-Subfcriptions that was delj- 
ver'd toy or made by the Direétors of the South. Sea 
Company, upon the fourth Subfcription, and the Sums 
that have been paid theteupon. 


The faid Books and Papers were order’d to lie upon 
the Table to be perus:d by the Members of the Houle. 
After which, it was alfo order'd, 

1. That the Dire&tors of the South Sea Company do 
lay before this Houfe, aState of their prefent increas‘d 
Capital, and how the: fame has been diftributed and 
difpos’d of, viz. how much of the faid increas’d Ca- 

ital has been:difpos’d of to the firft and fecond Sub- 
(cribers of . the- publick Debts, and how much to the 
laft Midfummer Dividend of 10/4. per Cent. in Stock, 
and to how much of the faid increas’d Capital the 
Proprietors ot the four Money-Subfcriptions are in- 
titled refpectively, according to the aft Allowance at 
the general Court of the faid Company. 

2. That the faid DireStors do lay before this Houfe 
an Account of the whole Sum paid, and to be paid, 
on the four Money-Subfcriprions, according to their 
prefent Scheme and Contracts, diftinguilhing how 
much of the faid Sum has been actually paid, and how 
much remains to be paid. 

3. That the faid Direétors do lay before this Houfe 
a State of what their Capital Stock will be, in Cafe 
the remaining Payments of the laft three Money-Sub- 
{criptions are difcharg’d, and Stock be allow’d to thofe 
Proprietors, at the Rate of 100/.Stock, with the Mid- 
fummer Dividend of 10/. per Cent. for every 400/. 
actually paid in. 

4. That the Directors of the £2/f India Company do 
lay before this Houfe the Agreement that was made 
by them with the Directors of the Seuth Sea Compa- 
ny, tor the Difpofition and Diftribution of the one 
Million and an half, Part of the nine Millions pro- 

'd to be ingrafted upon the Stock of the Ea/f India 
sompany, trom that of the South Sea Company. 

Atter this the Commons adjourn’d to the oth» of 
January; when Mr. Henry Lyell, one of the Directors 
of the: aft India Company, prefented to the Houle 
the Agreement made by the faid Company with the 
South Sea Company, for the Difpofition and Diftri- 
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bution of one Million and. a half, Part of the nine 
Millions propos’d to be ingrafted upon the Stock of 
the Zaft India Company, from that of the South Sea 
Company; which Agreement was order’d tolie on. 
the Table. The Call of the Houfe being adjourn’d 
to that Day fev’night, the Houle proceeded to the 
Choice of the thirteen Perfons to be a felect Com- 
mittee, and the Clerk and Clerk-Affiftants went on 
each Side the Houfe with Glaffes, to receive from the 
Members in a Ballot, the Lifts of Perfons Names to. 
be the faid Commitree: After which, a Committee 
was appointed to examine theaid Lifts, and report to 
ee Houfe upon which thirteen Perfons the Majority 
Fan. 10. The Sub Governor of the South Sea Com- 
pany prefented to the Houfe feveral States and Ac- 
compts that had been call’d tor; and which were or- 
der'd to lie on the Table; and then Sir Fofeph Fekyll 
prefented to the Houfe a Bill to reftrain the Sub-Gover- 
nor, Deputy-Governor, Diredors, Treafurer, 8c. of the 
South Sea Company, from going out of this Kingdom, &c. 
which was read the firft, and order’d to be read a-fe- 
cond Time the next Morning, as was alfoa Bill, pre- 
fented by the Attorney General, for altering and a- 
mending the Laws for obliging Ships, coming from Places 
infefed, to petform theiy Quatentine, and for preventing the 
[preading of the Infection. After. this,Mr. Farrer,according 
to Order, reported from the Committee of the whole 
Houfe of the Thurfday before, the Refolution above- 
mention’d, about the Ingrattment of nine Millions 
of South Sea Stock, upon the refpective Stocks of the 
Bank and E2ft India Company; and a Motion being 
made that the faid Refolution be recommitted, it oc- 
cafion’d a warm Debate, that lafted from Three in 
the Afternoon ’til] Eight at Night. (Mr. Sloper, Mr. 
Clayton, Six Fofeph Fekyl, and fome other Gentlemen, 
reprefented, § That the Project before them was more 
« jike to prove a dangerous Palliative, than an effectual 
« Remedy to the prefent Diftemper ; and being found- 
¢ ed ona notorious Piece of Injuftice, viz. (the oblig- 
‘ ing the Subfcribers of Annuities and Money, to 
‘ take South Sea Stock at above double its Value,) 
¢ would rather farther hurt, than reftore publick Cre- 
‘ dit.” Mr. Hutchefon fpoke to the fame Effeé, urg- 
ing, * That this Scheme feem’d to be calculated with 
‘the fame View as the former, (the ill ——— 
* whic 
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¢ which they intended to remedy) viz. to enrich the 
¢ Proprietors of the original South Sea Stock, at the 
¢ Expence of the long Annuities, Proprietors of the 
-© Redeemables, and Money-Subfcribers; whereas, in 
¢ his Opinion, all the Proprietors of the increas’d 
‘ Capital, ought to bear an equal Share in the Lofs, 
* occafion’d by. the ill Management of the South Sea 
‘ Scheme.’ He alfo rais’d feveral other Objections to 
the new Scheme, and infinuated, that if the Refolu- 
tion in queftion were recommitted, he weigh propofe 
fomething better for the pefiosing of publick Credit. 
Mr. Robert Walpole anfwer'd all Objetions, and car- 
ry'd the Votes of many Members, who had been 
flagger’d by the Arguments of the. oppofite Side: 
He was ftrongly fupported by Mr. Secretary Craggs, 
Mr. Attorney and. Mn Solicitor General, and by feve- 





ral other Members; fo that the Queftion being put 
upon the Motion for recommitting the Refolution 
about the Ingraftment, it was carry’d in the Negative, 
by a Majority of 267 Voices againft 134. Then the 
Houfe agreed to the faid Refolution, and a Bill was 
order’d to be brought in thereupon by Mr. Robers Wal- 
pole, Mr. Secretayp Craggs, Mr. Aiflabie, Chancellor of 


the Exchequer, Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Lownds, 
and Mr. Stanbope.. 

Jan, 11. The Bill for punifbing Mutiny and Defertion, 
&c, was broughtin, read the firft Time, and order’d 
to be read a fecond; and.after the Reading of feveral 

rivate Petitions, Mr. Serjeant Mead reported the 

ames of the thirteen Perfons, on whom the Majority 
fell, to be a Committee to enquire into all the Pro- 
ceedings relatingto the Execution of the South Sea 
A&, viz. Thomas Broderick, E{q; Archibald Hutchefon, 
Efq; Sir Fofeph Fekyll, Mafter of the Rolls, Edward 
Wortley, Efgq; Sir Thomas Pengelly, Serjeant at Law, 
William Clayton, Efq; Edward Feffreys, Efq; Robert Lord 
Vifcount ‘Molefworst, Thomas Strangways, Efq; William 
Sloper, Efq; Nicholas Lechmere, Chancellor of the 
Dutchy, the Honourable General Roffé, the Honoura- 
ble Dixie Windfor, Efq. 

Thefe Perfons, or any five of them, were to meet 
that Afternoon in the Speaker’s Chamber, with Power 
to adjourn from Time to Time, and from Place to 
Place, as they fhould find it convenient, and to re- 
port their Proceedings. from Time to Time a 

oufe, 
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Houfe, and to have Power to fend for Perfons. Pa- 
pers, and Records ; and the feveral Books and Papers 
which had been laid betore the Houfe by the South Sea 
Company, were referr’d to the faid Committee. Then 
the Bill zo refirain the Sub-Governor,’ Deputy-Governor, 
Dire‘tors, 8c. of the South Sea Company, 8&c. was read 
the fecond Time, and committed’ to a Committee of 
the whole Houfe. 

Onthe 12th, a Petition of the faid Sub-Governor, 

Deputy-Governor, and DireStors, was prefented to 
the Commons, and read, praying, That they might be 
heard by cheir Council againit the faid Bill ; but after 
fome Debate, that Petition was order’d to lie on the 
Table. Then Mr. Broderick, Chairman of the fele& 
Committee, reported, that he was directed to move 
the Houfe, that fuch Perfons as the Committee thould 
think proper tobe cxamin’d, relating to the Matter of 
the faid Enquiry, might be examin‘d in the nioft fo- 
Jemn Manner, which was order’d accordingly : After 
which the Commons, in 2 Committee of the whole 
Houfe, made fome Progrefs in the Quarentine’ Bull. 
The fame Day the Land-Tax Bill was read a fecond 
ime, and committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houfe. ae - 
Fan. 13. The Commons order'd, that it be an In- 
ftruction to the faid Committee, that they thould pro- 
vide, by the Bill for reftraining the Sub-Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, Direfors, 8c. that all Forfeitures of the 
real and perfonal Eftates ot any of the Perfons to be 
nam’d therein, be made fubjeét and liable to the Dif- 
pofition and Appropriation of Parliament; after which, 
in a grand Committee, they went through the Bill, 
and made feveral] Amendments thereto. 

On the rqgth, upon a Petition of the ZTwky Com- 
pany, praying to be heard by themfelves or Council 
againft fome Claufes in the Quarentine Bill, the Com- 
mons, in a grand Committee, heard fome of the 
Members of the Company, and made fome Progrefs 
in the Bill. 

Fan. 16. Mr. Horatio Walpole reported the Amend- 
ments made to the Bill againft che Sub-Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, and Direétors of the South Sea 
Company; which, with Amendments to feveral of 
them, were agreed to, and the Bill order'd to be en- 
grofs'd; aftcr which it was order’d, that the Com- 
mittee appuinted to enquire into all the Proceedings 

relating 
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relating to the Execution of the South Sea A&, be 
a Committee of Secrecy. And then the Call of the 
Houfe was again adjourn’d to that Day fev’nighe. 

Fan. +7. the Commons, in a grand Committee, 
went through the Quarentine Bill ; and, on the r*th, 
Sir Henry Hoghton era to the Houfe, a farther Re- 
port humbly offer’d by the Commiffioners and Truftees 
of the forfeited Eftates who acted in Scotland. Then 
the Commons, in a grand Committee, made fome 

refs inthe Land-Tax Bill, to which they order’d 
a Claufe of Credit to be inferred. 

‘Fan. 19. The ingrofs’d Bill againft the South Sea Di- 
reftors was read the third Time, pafs’d, Nemine Con- 
tradicente, and fent up to the Lortls. After which, 
upon a Motion made by the Mafter of the Rolls from 
the Committee of Secrecy, that Sir Robert Chaplin, Sir 
Theodore Fanffen, Francis Eyles, Efg; and Facob Saw- 
bridge, Efq; four of the Direétors of the South Sea 
Company, and Members of the Houfe, might attend 
the faid Committee, and be examin’d betore them in 
the moft folemn Manner, the fame was order’d accord- 
ingly. Thea Mr. Secretary Craggs reported the A- 
mendments made to the Quarentine Bill, which, with 
other Amendments made thereto, was order’d to be 
ingrofs’d. 

Jan. 20. A Petition of the Magiftrates and Free- 
men of the Town and Port of Aye in Suffex, com- 

laining, that for want,of preferving the ancient 

urfe of the Back-Waters, the faid Port is in Dan- 
ger of being rotally deftroy’d, to the great Prejuctice 
of Navigation and Trade, &c. was referr’d to the 
Confideration of a Committee ; and it was refolv'd 
to addrefs his Majefty tor the Papers relating to the 
Survey of the Harbour of Aye, taken by his Maielty’s 
Command. After this the Sub-Governorand Depu- 
ty-Governor of the South Sea Company, prefented to 
the Houfe feveral Accounts and Papers, purfuant 
to the Orders of the rsth, 17th, and zoth of Decem- 
ter. Jaft, witha Schedule of them ; and then they with- 

rew, 
The faid Schedule was read as followeth, viz. 








A Supplement to the Account prefented the zoth of 
De-ember lait, of Money lent out upon the Stock of 
the Soush Sea Company. 


F An 
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An Account of the Ufes to which the Money re- 
ceiv’d by the South Set Company for the laft Chriftmas 
Dividend was apply’d, fo far as the fame, or any Part 
thereof, was fatisty'd in the Bonds of the faid Com- 
any. 

Account of the Inducements on which the Di- 
rectors of the South Sea Company took in the third 
and fourth Money-Subfcriptions at 1009 per Cent. with 
the Inducements for declaring the Dividend of 30 
per Cent. at Chriftmas, and not lefs than 50 per Cent. per 
Annum for twelve Years, 

An Account of the Calculation on which the Court 
of Directors of the South Sea Company grounded 
their Kefolutions for making the Dividend of 30 per 
Cent, at Chriftmas, and not lefs than 50 per Cent, per An- 
num for twelve Years. 

An Account of all Quantities of Stock which have 
been bought for the Ufe of the faid Company, and 
the Prices and Times of buying the fame. 

An Account of the Inducements on which the Di- 
rectors of the South Sea Company took in the third 
and fourth Money-Subfcriptions at 1000 per Cent. with 
the Inducements for declaring the Dividend of 30 per 
Cent. at Chriflmas, and not lefs than 50 per Cent. per 








Annum for twelve Years, having been read, the faid 
Accounts and Papers were referr’d to the Committee 
of Secrecy. Then, ina grand Committee, the Com- 
mons went through the Land-Tax Bill. 


By this Time the Houfe of Lords were enter'd upon 
the. South Sea Affair, and had made a confiderable Pro- 
grefs in that Enquiry. Their Lordihips being met 
again on the gth of January, the Sub-Governor and 
Deputy-Governor of the South Sea Company laid before 
them feveral of the Papers they had call’d for, and the 
next Day their Lorihips went into a grand Coramittee, 
of which the Earl of Clarendon was chofen Chairman, 
to confider of the State of the Nation, with relation to 
publick Credit. Some of the Court Lords were the 
firft that complain’d of the Mifmanagement of the 
South Sea Directors, which had occafion’d the prefent 
Diftrefs and Calamity, and, among the reft Harl 
Stanhope faid, § Vhat the Eftates of the Criminals, 
‘ whether Directors or not Direétors, ought to be 
‘ confifcattd, to make good the publick Loffes’ The 
Lord Carteret {poke to the fame Effea, as did — 

the 
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the Earl of Sunderland, who.own’d, indeed,‘ That he 
t had been for the South Sea Schente, becaufe he 
‘ thought ic calculated for the Advantage of the Na- 
‘ tion, in order to lefflen the publick Debt, and, in 
‘ particular, to take off the heavy Incumbrance of 
¢ long Annuities ; and no Man would imagine, chat 
‘ fo good a Delign could have-been fo perverted in the 
* Execution, as to produce quite contrary Effects: [jut 
‘ that, in his Opinion, no A& of Parliament had 
© ever been fo much abus'd as the Souts Sea A&t, and 
© therefore he would go as far as any Body to punith 
‘ the Offenders.’ Several Lords were fomewhat fur- 
priz’d to find themfelves foreftall’d by thofe whom 
they were ready to oppofe, upon a Suppofition that 
they entertain’d more favourable Thoughts towards 
the Direftors, againft-whom the others Jeft them bur 
little to fay: Neverthelefs, feveral Lords {poke both 
againft the Seuth Sea Scheme, and the» Execution of 
it, and among the reft, the Duke, of Wharton faid, 
¢ That they ought to have no Kefpeé. of Perfons-: 
‘ That for his Part, he would give up the beft Friend 
‘ he had: That the Nation had been plunder’d in a 
« moft flagrant and notogious Manner, and therefore 
* they ought to find out the Offenders, and then pu- 
‘ nifh them with the utmoft Severity.” The Lord 
North and Grey, the Earl of bingdon, and fome others, 
urg‘d alfo the ill Effets of the South Sea Project,which 
the Lord Bithop of Rocheftcr juftly compar’d toa Pefti- 
lence. Earl Cowger fpoke likewife on the fame Siue, 
and, in particular, * Blam’d thofe who, by the Act of 
‘ Parliament, were appointed to overlook. and check 
‘ the South Sea Directors; and who, in Difcharge of 
§ that Truft, ought to have prevented their jumping 
‘ from a Subfcription at 400 to 1000, which was the 
‘main Caufe of the Mistortunes that enfu'd,’ The 
Earl of Sunderland finding himfelf and the other 
Lords of the Treafury thus atrack’d, fpoke in his 
own and their Vindication, and faid, * That by the 
‘ South Sea A& they were directed to appoinc fuch 
‘ Perfons as they thould think fit, to be Managers 
‘and Directors on the Part of the Treafuiy, tor the 
‘ due Execution of the faid A&: That as they had 
‘ Reafon to look upon thofe Perfons who had the 
‘ principal Share in framing this Scheme, as the moit 
f able and proper to execute it, they had accordingly 
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© appointed fome of the South Sea Directors, to be 
© Managers and Direétors for the Treafury : Conclu- 
* ding, that in this they had follow'd former Prece- 
* dents.’ Hereupon a Queftion was propos’d and 
ftated, that the Commiffion iffu'd out by the Lords 
Commiflioners of his Majefty’s Treafury, to three of 
the Directors of the South Sea’ Company, €5'c. was 
according to former Precedents, and legal.’ This oc- 
cafion’d a great Debate, that lafted ‘till Eight in the 
Evening ; but after the Reading of fome Papers, the 
Lord Harcourt’s Opinion for the Affirmative pre- 
vail’d by a Majority of 63 Voices againit 2%, who 
were for the Negative ; and moft of whom enter'd 
their Proteft againft that Refolution. This done, fome 
Lords mov’d for appointing a fecret Committee to in- 
quire into all the Proceedings relating to the Execu- 
tion of the South Sea A&t ; but this was oppos’d by 
others, who faid, that they ought, in the moft fo- 
Jemn Manner, to examine the Perfons concern'd ; 
whereupon it was refolv’d to refume that Affair the 
Thurfday following, when the-Sub-Governor, Depu- 
ty-Governor, Direétors, and Officers of the South Sea 
empany were order’d to attend. 

Accordingly, on the r2th of January, the Sub Go- 
ver, Deputy-Governor, about 24 of the Diretors, 
Mr. Robert Knight Treafurer, Mr. Surman his Deputy, 
and fome other inferior Officers, attended the Houle 
of Lords, and, at the Bar, were fworn to make true 
Anfwers to fuch Queftions as fhould be put to them. 
After this, the Lords went into a grand Committee ; 
and, in the firft Place, examin’d the Sub-Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, and Trea‘urer, feparately, and then 
the Directors ; and, in the Intervals, read feveral 
Papers that had been laid before the Houfe. Thefe 
Examinations lafted ’till Nine at Night, when a‘ter 
a fall Debate, their Lordthips refolw’d, that the Sub- 
Governor and Direftors of the South Sea Company 
had prevaricated with them, in giving falfe Repre- 
fentations ot feveral Matters of Fast: That by lend- 
ing Money on Stock and Subfcriptions, they were 
guilty of a notorious Breach of Truft ; and that they 
ought to make good the Loffes which the Company 
had fuftain'd by their fraudulent Management. Some 
Lords were willing not to involve all the Directors 
in this Cenfure, and to diftinguith the Innocent trom 
the Guilty; but they were told, that the whoie Court 
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ot DireStors were guilty, either in acting or affenting, 
upon which thofe s acquiefc’d in declaring them 
all Criminal. After this, the Dire“tors being cail’d in 
again, the Lord Chancellor gave them a fevere Ke- 
primand for giving the Houfe fuch lame Accounts, 
and for having order’d their Clerks to omit feveral 
material Things in the Copies that had been laid be- 
fore the Houfe ; commanding them, at the fame Time, 
to lay before the Lords Committees, either the Ori- 
inals themfelves of feveral Accounts of their T rea- 
ury, or authentick Copies of them. Then their 
Lordthips adjourn’d the farther Confideration of that 
Affair ‘ull che 16th-of January. 

Fan. rs The Committee of Secrecy appointed by 
the Houfe of Commons, repair’d in the Morning tq 
the South Sea Houle, took Poffeflion of it, and of all 
the Books belonging to the feveral Offices, and atter- 
wards examin’d feverally, the Sub-Governor, the De- 
puty-Governot, Sir John Blunt, and Mr, Grighy, Ac- 
comptant-General, who, by reafon of his being much 
indifpos'd with the Gout, could not attend the Houle 
of Lords. Thefe Examinations lafted ‘till near Ten 
at Night; and the fecret Committee continu'd che 
next Monday, and the following Days, their In- 
quiies with the utmoit Strictnefs and unweary’d Ap- 
plication. 

Fan. 16. Sir John Blunt attended with his brethren 
at the Houfe of Lords, who, after they had examin’d 
Sir John Fellows, Myr. Foye, and Mr. Xaight, put off 
the farther Examination of that Affair co the Uhurl- 
day following, when Mr. Stroude, Mr. Wymanfel, Mr. 
Tejiard, Mr. Lacour, Mr. Lockier, and fome other 
Brokers, who negociated for the South Sea Directors, 
were order'd to atrend. In the mean time their Lord- 
thips order’d a Bill to be brought in, Zo dsfable the pre- 
fent Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Direfors of the 
| South Sea Company, at, and from and after she ref{pedive 
Times for elePing a Suh. Governor, and Deputy-Governor, 
and new Direfors of the faid Company, to take, hold, or 
enjry any Office, Place, or Employment in the [iid Compa- 
ny, or im the Eaft India Company, or Bank of England, 
and fiom voting upon Elections in the [aid Company ; 
Which Bill was accordingly brought in and read twice 
on the roth. 

The fame Day the Lords, in a grand Committee, 
sxamin'd, fevesally, the Sub-Governor, Deputy-Go- 

' vernor, 
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vernor, and Treafurer of the South Sea Company, as 
alfo four of the Brokers, viz. Mr. Stroude, Mr. Teftard, 
Mr. Lacour, a Jew, and“ his'‘Son: By which three latt 
their Lordihips made large Difcoveries, and having 
fate “till Seven in the Evening, adjousnd to Saturday 
the 21ft. 

Fan. 21. The Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, and 
Directors, petition’d their Lordihips to be heard by 
their Counfel againft the Bill for difabling them ; but 
that Petition was rejected, and the bill read the third 
Time, pafs’d, and fenc down to the Commons for 
their Concurrence. Then the Lords, in a grand 
Committee, receiv’d and examin’d fome of the Ex- 
traéts of the Brokers Books that had been call d for: 
by which it appearing, that large Quantities of South 
Sea Stock had been transferr'd to the Ufe of Mr. 
4——e, one ot the Lords of the Treafury, feveral 
Lords took Notice of it, and, among the reft, the 
Duke of ¥—— faid, ‘ He hoped fome great Men 
$ would produce fome good Fruit, elfe they would 
* break out into Blotches, that would ftick. upon them 
¢ like the Leprofy of Naaman the’ Syrian on Gehazi.’ 
The Earl of Peterborough made alfo a notable Speech 
on that Occafion ; and. then their Lordihips adjourn’d 
to the 24th, when fome other Brokers were order'd to 
attend. 

In the mean time, Mr. Knight, Treafurer of the 
South Sea Company, who was entrulted with the prin- 
cipal Secret of this dark Intrigue, either of his own 
Accord, or, as ‘twas threwdly {ufpeéted, at the Sug- 
geftion of others, thought fit to retire out of the 
Kingdom ; and having, on Sunday the z2d, abfenred 
himfelf from his Houfe, embark’d on Monday Morn- 
ing in the River, on Board a Veffel that carry’d him 
the fame Evening to Calais. Vhe fame Morning, 4 
Porter deliver’d to Mr. Surmzn the following Letter, 
directed to the Sous sea Directors, 





Gentlemen, 

Write this from atrne Senfe of the Obligation I am 
B ounder to make up my Accounts with the Company, and 
to pay them their full Demand: Aud tho Self preferva- 
tion has oblig'd me to withdraw myfelf from the Refent- 
ment againft the Divetors ond myfelf, yet Iam not con- 
{cious to myfelf of having done’ any one Thing that I 
cay reproach myfelf for, fa far as relates to an boneft, 


fincere 
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fincere Intention and Zeal for the Company ; fut I can, 
and do charge myfelf with a great many Indifcrétions, 
and am (befides the Concern I mijft be under for leav- 
ing my own Family, Friends, &c) very fenlibly touch'd 
with what you ave like to fuffer on this Account; and 
it will be the move, I am afraid, from your Want of 
Unanimity, which I heartily recommend to you for the 
future, and, I am fure, wifh you as well as you wilh 
yourfelves. 

I write this at a Diftance from Home, and under a great 
deal of Concern, fo cannot be fo particular, as otherwife 
Iwould have heen I have herewith fent Mr. Surman 
the Key of my Des, who knows fo much of the State 
of the Cafh, as to be able to. make it up. There are a 
good many Bills of Exchange, and other Taynients, to 
write off, and the weekly Receipts to write on. There w 
Cap in the Bank, in the Company's Bock, which, toge- 
ther with the Notes taken on the third and fourth Sub- 
[eviptions. and the Company's Bonds, will make up the 
Ballance, as I do believe: But if it fall foort, I have 
30¢0 Equivalent Stock, 1690 Bank Stock, 2000 India 
and South Sea Stock, over and above what.] owe the Com- 
pany on the Loan, as will be fuficient to make it up with 
Money owing on Securities on my particular Account. 
The Company need not deliver or he anfwerable for the Sub- 
feviption Receipts or Stock onthe third and fourth Sub- 
fcriptions, unlefs thefe Notes ave paid; fo the Lofs cav 
only he the Difference between the Subfcriptions and Mo- 
ney in Value ; and, I think, it would he hard for me to 
bear the Lofs, becaufe the Clerks took by far the greateff 
Put of them, as thinking them better than none: And 
moft of them wou'd have been Non-Pryments, if they had 
been vefusd: However, I fubmit this to the ompany. 
I have taken with me’ but little move than q@Suficiency to 
maintain myfelf, and the. Effe'ts left will move than an- 
foer for all Deficiencies. I have bought no Land in Truff 
for me,.nor have I ever convey'd or fettled any Part of 
that I had formerly, or have bought lately 5 it remains 
toanfwer any Demands on me from the Company or the 
Legifldture, I have withdrawn myfelf only to avoid the 
ye of the Inquiry, which I found ioo heavy for me; 
and I am fonfible that it would have been impofihle for 
me to have avoided the Appearance and Charge of Preva- 
rication and Perjury, not from my own Intention to do fo, 
but from the Lavgenr{s. and Extent of the Inguiry, and 
the Nature and Largene/s of the Tranf2dions. I am fire 


Iam 
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I ama great deal concern'd to add to your prefent Diff 
culties; though I muff fay, that I have deferv'd better 
Ufage than I have had from the Court the laft Week: 
But this I fay without any Refentment, otherwife than 
that it has been an Addition to che Weight I had before 
upon me. 

I am preft for Time, fo can only affure you, that 


Tam, with all Ref{pe&, in Inclination, though not in 
Power, 





; Gentlemen, 
Sunday Evening, Your moft obedient 
Jan. 22, 1720. humble Servant, 
Robert Knight. 


Mr. Surman deliver’d this Letter to the Committee 
of Sccrecy, then fitting atthe South Sea Houfe, from 
whence they immediately repair’'d to the Houfe of 
Commons, and in their Name Sir Thomas Pengelly ac- 
quainted the Houfe, that they had that Morning re- 
ceiv’d Information, that Mr. Robert Knight, Cahier’ 
of the South Sea Company, had, on Saturday Night 
laft, (after he had been in Part examin’d by the faid 
Committee) withdrawn himfelf from his Habitation, 
and had not been heard of fince by his Family. Here- 
upon it was refolv’d, Nemine Contradicente, to prefent 
two Addreffes to his Majefty, that he would be gra- 
cioufly pleas’d, firft, immediately to iffue his Royal 
Proclamation, (with fuch Reward as his Majefty 
thould think proper) for difcovering, apprehending, 
and detaining Mr. Robert Knight, in_order that 
might be brought to Juftice. 2dly, To give Orders, 
that the Ports might be forthwith flopt; and that fuch 
effectual Care might be taken of the Coafts, as might 
prevent the faid Mr. Xnight, or any of the Direétors, 
or other Officers of the South Sea Company, from 
efcaping out of this Kingdom. Thefe two Addreffes 
were immediately carry'd to the King at St. Fames’s, 
by Mr. Methuen, Controller of the Houthold, who 
being return’d, acquainted the Houfe, by his Majefty’s 
Command, that his Majefty would immediately give 
the neceflary Orders and Direétions according to the 
Deiires of this Houfe. 

In the mean time, the Commons having ofder'd 
the Doors of their Houfe to be lock’d up, and the 
Keys to be brought upon the Table, and fummon'd Sir 

Robert 
3 








NOXXI forthe Tear 1721. 49 


Robert Chaplin, Sir Theodore Fanffen, and Facob Sawbridge, 
Efq; to attend in their Places immediately, General 
Roffe, and fome other Members of the fecret Com- 
mittee, acquainted the Houfe, ‘ That they had already 
‘ difcover’d a Train of the deepeft Villany and Fraud 
‘ that Hell ever contriv’d to ruin a Nation, which, 
‘in due Time, they would lay before the Hou‘ ; 
‘and that, in the mean while, in order to a farther 
‘ Difcovery, they thought it highly neceffary to fecure 
‘ the Perfons of fome of the Direstors, and principal 
* South Sea Officers, and to feize their Papers. Here- 
upon it was order’d, 1/, That Mr. Edward Wortley, 
1, Hutchefon, and Mr. Clayton, go immediately and 
fecure all Books and Papers belonging to, or in the 
Cuftody of Mr Rober: Knight, Mr. Robert Surman, 
and Mr, John Grigfby. zdiy, That Mr. Robert Surman, 
Deputy-Cathier, and Mr. John Grig/by, Accomptant 
of the South Sea Company, be taken into the Cuftody 
.of the Serjeant at Arms attending the Houle. 3¢/y, 
That Mr. Rofe and Mr. Sloper, go immediately and 
fecure all fuch Books and Papers belonging to, or in 
the Cuflody ot E£lias Turner, Sir George Cafwal and 
Company, as they thould think neceffary to be fe- 
curd for the publick Service. gzh/y, That. Sir John 
Blunt, Bart. Sir John Lambert, Part. two of the Di- 
rectors, and Sic John Fellows, Bart. Sub-Governor of 
the South Sea Company, be taken into the Cuftody of 
the Serjeant at Arms attending this Houfe. . Then Mr. 
Sawbridge, and Sir Theodore Fanffen being comig into the 
Houfe, a Motion was feverally made, that they were 
ilty of a notorious Breach of Truaft, as Directors of 

the South Sea Company, and thereby occafion’d very 
great Lofs to great Numbers of his Majefty’s Subjects, 
and had highly pecs the publick Credit: And 
Mr. Sawbridge and Sit Theodore Fanfiimphaving feverally 
been heard in their Places, and being withdrawn, the 
Queftion was feverally put upon the faid Motion, and 
carryd in the Affirmative Nemine Coatradicente; after 
which it. was order’d, that the fai’ Jacob Sawbridze ard 
Sit Theodore Fanfiin be, tor their faid Offence, expe!l’d 
this Houfe, and taken into the Cuftody of the Ser- 
jeant at Arms : It was alfo order'd, that the Committee 
ot Secrecy thould fecure’ ali Papers belonging co, of 
in the Cuftody of the Sub Governor, Directors, or 
other Officers of the South Sea Company, directed to 
be taken into Cuftody, ‘a Sir Robert Chapin and 
. Francis 
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Francis Eyles, "fq; thould attend in their Places 
an Saturday Morning next, and that the Call of 
the Houfe be farther adjourn’d ’till the next Day 
fev'nnight. 

Fan. 24. The Lords, in a grand Committee, exz- 
min’d Mr. Joye, Deputy-Governor of the South Ss 
Company, who made a very ingenuous Confeflion of 
feveral important Matters, and communicated to their 
Lordihips the Letter betore-mention’d trom Mr. Xnight 
to the Direétors, which their Lordihips.caus’d to be 
read. After this the Loris Committees examin’d fe- 
veral'y Mr. Foye, and the brokers, and upon a Motion 
made by Earl Stanhope, Sir William Chapman, Mr, 
Holditch, Mr. Hawes, Mr. Gibbon, and Mr. Chefter, 
five of the South Sea Direétors, were order'd to be 
taken into the Cultody of the Gentleman- Uther of 
the Black Rod. 

The fame Day the Commons having order’d the 
Land-Tax Bill to be ingrofs’d, and their Speaker to 
iffue his Warrant for a new Writ for the eleing a 
Burgefs for the Berough of Cricklade in Wiltfire, in 
the Room of F2cob Sawbridge, Efq; expell’d this Houle; 
refulvd, Nemine Contradicente, to addrefs his Majefty, 
that he would be gracioufly pleas’d to give Direétions 
to his Minifiers refiding in the Courts of foreign 
Fiinces and States in Alliance with his Majefty, that 
tiicy thould make their Application, that Mr. Robert 
Knight, Caihier of the South Sea Company, if he 
ihould theitcr himfelt in any of their Dominions, 
might be furrender’d in order to his being brought to 
Juitice ; which Direétions his Majefty gave accordingly. 
Thefame Day a Perfon from Eat! Stanhope’s Office ot Se- 
cretary of Statc, prefenved to the Houfe feveral Papers 
relating tothe Survey of the Harbour of Aye; after 
which, upon the yeading of feveral Petitions, a hill 
was orderd to be brought in To preferve and encourage 
the Woollen and Silk Manufadures of this Kingdom, and 
for the more eff.ual imploying the Poor, by prohibiting 
ihe Ufe and Wear of all printed, ‘painted, flained, and 
dycd Callicoes. in Apparel, Housbold-Stuff, Furniture, or 
otherwife. Vhey allo refolv’d to addrefs his Majefty, 
that he would be pleas’d to direct the Commiflioners 
of Trade to lay before the Houfe any Scheme they had 
prepar'd for cfi Qually preventing the Ufe and Wear 
of Callicoes, as alfo their Report relating to the pre- 
venting the running of Wooll. 

Fan, 2: 
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Fan, 25. The Members of the Committee of Se- 
crecy, who had been order’d to fecure the lapers of 
feveial Perfons, acquainted the Commons, tliat they 
had obey’d the faid Orders. Then the Commons re- 
ceiv’d a Meffage trom the Lords, acquainting them, 
that their Lordihips had, for divers weighty Reafons, 
order’d Sir Wiliiam Chapman, Bart. Robert Cheffer, Ed- 
ward Gibbon,’ Francis Hawes, and Richard Holditch, EXqs. 
Direétors of the South Sea Company, to be taken inro 
Cufiody of the Gentleman- Uther of the Black Rod 
attending their Heu‘c, and their Papers, and the 
Papers of Mr. Clark, the Company’s Solicitor, to be 
feiz'd by the faid Gentleman- Uther; and had Jike- 
wife given Order to the faid Gentleman Uther, that 
the faid Perfons and their Papers, thould be, from 
Time to Time, produc’d, in fuch Manner as jhould 
be defir’d by the Houfe of Commons, or by any Com- 
mittee of that Houfe. Which Meffige connibuted 
very much to kcep up a good Gorrefpondence between 
both Houfes. The fame Aftcrnoon the King went to 
the Houfe of Peers, with the ufual State and Solem- 
nity, and the Commons being fent for up, and at- 
tending, his Majefty gave the Royal Affenc to three 
publick and one private Bill, viz. 

An A& for veflraining the Sub-Governor, Defuty-Go- 
vernor, Diredors, Freafurer or Cefbier, Defuty-Cajfhier, 
aud Accomptant of the South Sca Company, from going 
out of this Kingdom for the Space of one Year, and wat:l 
the End of the then nexx Seffion of Parliament, end {oy 
difcovering their Eftates and Effeds, and for preventing 
the tranf{porting or alienating the fame 

4n Ad to difable the prefent Sub G vernov, Deputs- 
Governor, and Direfors of she South Sea’ ompany, ar, 
vom, and after the vef,ective limes for eleding a Sub- 
Governor, Deputy-Governor, and new. Diredors of the 
tid Company, to take, bold, cr enjoy any Office, Tiace, © 
mployment in the faid Company, or in ibe Faft india 
mupany, or Tank of Engiand, and from voting upor 

leFions in the faid Companies, 

An A& for repealing an AG made in the ninth Yeu 
tthe Reign of her Jate Majcfly Queen -fnne, ii 
ted, An AF ro obiige Ships. coming from Places infeed, 
more effectually to ferform their Quarentine; and fur t 
pelter preventing the Plague being bicuzhr from foie 
ats into Great Fritain, en or the Llesof Gaucrs: 
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fey, jerfey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, and to hinder the 
Spreading of Infedion. 

An A® for naturalizing John Robethon, and George 
Robethon is Son. 

Jan. 26. The Commons order’d a new Writ to be 
iffu'd out for electing a Burgefs for the Borough of 
Grampound in Cornwall, in the Room cf Sir Charles 
Cooke, Kt. deceas’d; and a Bill to be brought in for 
preventing the corrupting of Furies, and for the more 
eff@ual enforcing the Laws for making up the Freebolders 
Books. 

The fame Day the Lord’, in a grind Commitee, 
examin’d feveral of the South Sea Direstors, particu- 
larly Mr. 4fell and Sir Harcourt Ma/ter, who made very 
ingenuous and large Difcoveries, and namd feveral 
Perfons, both in the Adminifiration, and in the 
Houfe of Commons, to whom large Sums, in South 
Sa Stock, had been given for procuring the pafling 
ot the South Sea Act. Vhis Examination jalted about 
four Hours; after which, upon a Motion made by 
the Earl Stanhope, and feconded by the Lord Viftount 
Townfyend, and Earl Cowper, their Lord{hips came to 
the following unanimous Refolation, viz. 

Refoiv’d by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Pailiament aiembled, that the taking in of Stock, the 
transferring of Stock belonging to the South Sea Com- 
pany, or giving Credit for rhe fame, without a valu 
ble Confideration aftually paid or fufficiently fecur'd; 
or the Purchafing Stock by any Director or Agent ot 
the South Sea Company, for the Ufe or Ben: fit of any 
Perfon in the Adminiftration, or any Member of 
either Houfe of Parliamenr, during fuch Time as the 
Jate Bill relating to the South Sea Company was de 
pending Jaft Year in Parliament, was a nocovious and 
moft dangerous Corruption. 

A‘ter which their Lordthips order’d the faid Refolv 
tion to be forthwith printed and publith’d. 

Fan, 27. The Commons read rhe third Time, and 
pafs'd the Land-Tax Bill, which was {ent up to the 
Lords; and then Mr. Joye. Deputy-Governor of the 
South Sea Company, prefented to the Houfe an Ac 
count of Stock, &c. which was referr’d to the Conlt 
deration of the Committee of Secrecy. 

Fan. 28. Sir Robert Chaplin, and Francis Eyles, Elg 
two Members of the Houfe, and Direéturs of the 
South Sea Company, attending in their rae, 

a 








eh of 
‘harles 
in for 

more. 


bolders 


nitee, 
rticu- 
e very 
everal 
1 the 
South 
afling 
bo 





N° XXI for the Year 1721.33 





fame Cenfure was feverally paft upon them, as four 


Days before on Mr. Sawbridge, and Sit Theodove Fan/- 
fen, and they were both, for their Offence, expell’d 
the Houfe. After this, the Commons, in a grand 
Committee, went through the Bill for punifbing Mu- 
tiny and Defertion, 8c. 

On Monday the 30th of Fanuary, being the Anni- 
verfary of the Martyrdom of King Charles the iit, 
both Houfes atrended divine Service, and the Lord 
Bilhop of Bangor preach'd before the Lords in We/- 
minfler- Abbey, and the Reverend Mr. Raker before the 
Commons, .who, the next Day, return’d him their 
Thanks, and defir’d him to print his Sermon. The 
fame Day (Fan. 31.) the Commons order d_ three. new 
Writs to be iffu’d out, tor electing, 1. a Burgels for 
the Borough of Devizes in Wiltfire, in the Room of 
Francis Eyles, Efq; z. a Burgefs tor the Borough of 
Yarmouth in the County of Southamoton, in the Room 
of Sir Theodore Fanffen, Bart. 3. and a Burgefs for the 
Borough of Great Grimsby in Lincoinfoire, in the Room 
of Sir Robert Chaplin, Bart. all three expell’d the 
Houfe. The fame Day, upon a Motion made by the 
Lord AMolefworth, the Call of the Houle was farther 
adjourn’d to the oth of Fe/rwary next, and order d, 
that Mr. Speaker do write circular Letters to fummon 
all abfent Members to attend then the Service of the 
Houfe, notwithftanding any Leave to be ablenr, €5c. 
After this Samuel Tufnel, Efq; and Colonel Monroe 
complain’d to the Houfe of a fcandalous Lift that was 
handed about, and in which their Names were in- 
ferted, fuppos'd to be of the Members of that Houfe 
who receiv d Sonth Sea Srock for giving their Vores 
forthe: South Sea Bill: Of which falfe lmputation 
they offer'd to clear themfelyes. Hereupon they were 

iven to underftand, that if a Motion was made and 
econded for examining into that Affair, a Day mighe 
be appointed for it: But no fuch Motion being made, 
that Matter dropt: and then the Bill againff Callicoes 
was prefented to the Houfe and read che firft lime. 

On the 28th a fele& Committee of the Lords, of 
whom the Earl of Weffmoreland was chofen Chairman, 
examin’d the feveral Papers that.had been laid before 
them, relating to the Souzh Sea Affair, and fegregated 
and cull’d out fuch as their Lordihips thought necef- 
fary. On the 3:ft of January, their Lordihips, in a 

grand 
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grand Committee, examin’d fome Brokers, as alfo Mr. 
Wailer, Son-in-Law to My. diflabie, and Mr. Affel, feve- 
tally, in relation to a great Quantity of Ssuth Sea Stock 
which appear'd to have been transferr’d to, and nego- 
ciated by the faid Mr. Waller, who pretended not to 
have kept Minutes of what he had done in Exchange- 
Alley, This fome of the Lords look’d upon as Preva- 
rication, and atter the faid Examination had lafted ’till 
near feven inthe Evening, their Lordihips came to 
the following Refolution, viz. Thxt the Direétors of 
the South Sea Company having order’d great Quanti- 
ties of their Stock to be bought tor the Service of 
the faid Company, when Stock was at a very high 
Price, and on Pretence of keeping up the Price of 
the Stock ; and, at the faine Time, feveral of the Di- 
rectors, and other Officers belonging to the faid Com- 

ny, having, in a clandeftine Manner, fold their own 
Socks to the Company, fuch Directors and Officers 
are thereby guiJty of a notorious Fraud and Breach 
of Truft, and their fo doing was one great Caufe of 
the unhappy Turn of Affairs, that has fo much af- 
fefted publick Credit. 

On the sft of February Sir Foln Norris prefented to 
the Houfe of Commons a Bill for the better Preferva- 
tion of the Harbour of iKye, &c. which, was read the 
firft Time, and order'd to be read a fecond, as was 
alfoa Hill, prefented by Mr. Freeman, For preventing 
the corrupting of Furies, and for the move effztual en- 
forcing the Laws for making up the Freeboiders Books, 
Then Mr. John Chetwynde, trom the Commiffioners 
tor Trade and Plantations, Jaid before the Houfe the 
Reprefentation from the faid Commiffioners, upou 
an Addrefs trom the Houfe of Lords relating to the 
Prohibition of Callicoes, &c. after which, feveral 
Petitions of Weavers, Clothiers, and Stuff makers, 
were prefented to¢he Houfe and read, complaining 
of the Ufing and Wearing of Callicocs, and Ext 
India wrought Silks. 

Feb. 2. The Lords fent a Mefiage to the Commons, 
acquainting them, that their Lordihips having under 
their Examination feveral Matters of Importance re- 
Jating to the South Sea Company, defir’d, thar fuch of 
the Direétors of the faid Compiny, and other Ver- 
— as were in the Cuitody of the Serjeant at Arms, 


might be from Time to Time produc'd before their 





Lordihips, or any Committee of their Houfe, when 
defir’d; 
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defir’d; avhich was readily comply’d with, and an 
Order was thereupon made for the Serjeant at Arms, 
or his Deputy, to-attend the Lords with fuch of the 
Dire&ors, or other Officers of the South Sea Gompa- 
ny, as were in his Cuftody, in fuch Manner as was 
defir'd by their Lordfhips. Then a Bill zo preferve 
and encourage the Woollen and Silk Manufa&ures of this 
Kingdom, and for the more efedual imploying the Poor, 
by probibiting the Ufe and Wear of all printed, painted, 

ained, or dyed Callicoes, 8&c. was read a fecond 
Time, and committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houfe. 

Hereupon the next Day (Feb. 3.) a Petition of the 
united Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Zaft Indies, was prefented to the Fouts and read, 
praying, that they might be heard by their Counfel 
before the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom 
the faid Bill was committed, which was accordingly 
granted. Then Mr. Robert Walpole prefented to the 
Houle a Bill of Towers for ingvafting Part of the Capi- 
tal Stock and Fund of the South Sea Company into the 
Stock and Fund of the Bank of Sagmne and another 
Part thereof into the Stock and Fund of the Eaft India 





Company ; which was read the firft Time, and order'd 


to be read a fecond on the 7th of February, to which 
Day the Commons adjourn’d 

On the 2d of February the Lords, in a grand Com- 
mittee, examin’d Mr, Hawes, one of the late Di- 
re€tors of the South Sea Company, and fome of the 
Brokers ; after which, their Lordihips came to the fol- 
lowing Refolutions, viz. 

1, That the Direétors, &’c. buying the Mid/ummer 
Dividend about the qth ot January 1742, and paying 
5% down, and 3/. after the Receipt of the faid Di- 
vidend, was a Fraud to the Perfons with whem they 
contracted. 

2. That the giving a Premium for the Kefufal 
of Stock at higher Prices than they knew the Value 
a was a traudulent Artifice to raife the Price of 
tock. 

3. That promoting the third Subfcription at 1009 per 
Cent. was to anfwer a particular End, and co chent the 
Publick. 

4. That the declaring 39 per Cent. Dividend for the 
halt Year, ending at Chrifimas, and 50 per Cent. per dus. 

(Or 
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for no lefs than 12 Yearsafter,was a villainous Artifice 
to delude and defraud his Majefty’s good Subjects. 

5. That the declaring the Mid/ummer Dividend to be 

id in Stock, when they had Money by them to an- 
Fiver the fame, was a notorious Fraud, and was one 
Occafion of the Misfortunes that enfu’d. 

Feb. 4. The Lords defign’d to have examin’d Sir 
” Blunt, the grand Projector of the Sumth Sea 
Scheme, who had been fummon’d to appear before 
them, and it was generally expected that he would 
make great Difcoveries ; but inftead of that, he 
would not fo muchas be fworn to anf{wer to fuch In- 
terrogatories as ihould be put to him, alledging, that 
he had already been examin’d before the fecrct Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons, and to fueh Extent 
of Affairs, that unle’s he had a Copy of his former 
Examination, he could not remember every Particu- 
Jar; and as no Man is oblig’d to accufe himfelf, he 
would not run the Hazard of prevaricating. The 
Lords were much furpriz’d at this extraordinary Pro- 
ceeding; but upon a Surmife that Sir John Blunt 





might thereby defign to break the Harmony that had’ 


hitherto been-preferv’d in this nice Affair between the 
two Houfes, their Lordihips thought fit not to thew 
immediately their indignation againit his. Obftinacy. 
After he had been order’d to withdraw, their Lord+ 
fhips debated how they thould proceed in this unpre- 
cecented Cafe; and it uniuckily fell out, that fome 
Reflections were made againft thofe in Power by a 
noble Duke, who obferv’d, that the Government of 
the beft of Princes, was fometimes made intolerable 
to their Subjects by il] Minifters; which his Grace 
il'uftrated by the Example of Sejamw, who had made 
a Uivifion in the Imperial Family, and render’d the 
Reign or the Emperor Claudiu odious to the Romans 
This Reflection was highly refented by Earl Scanbope, 
who took upon him to vindicate his Colleagues, and 
brought in feverat Inftances from the Roman riiftory, 
particularly that of the great Patriot Brutus, who in 
order to ailert the Liberty of Rome, and free it from 
Tyrants, ficrific’d his own degenerate Son. My Lord 
Stanimpe {poke with fo great Vehemence, that finding 
hinfeif taken fuddenly with a violent Head-ach, he 
went Home and was cupp’d, which eas’d hima little. 
The next Morning he was let Blood, and continu'd 
pretty well ’till about fix aClock in the Evening, 
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when falling into a Drowzinefs, his Phyficians thought 
fit to order him a Glyfter; but as he was turning him- 
felf to receive it, he fell on his Face, and was in- 
fiantly fuffocated. 

On the 7th of February the Commons read a Peti- 
tion of the Mafter-laylors in Londsn and Wefminfter, 
complaining chat their Journeymen had enter’d inte 
Combinations to demand greater Prices, and to work 
fewer Hours than they us’d to do, &c. and praying, 
that a Law might be made for redrefling the faid 
Grievances, and referr’d it ro a Committee, which was 
appointed for that Purpofe. After this, feveral other 
Petitions were read; and then a Bill of Powers for in- 
grafting Part of the Capital Stock and Fund of the South 
Sea Company, Scc. was read the fecond lime, and a 
Motion being made for committing ic to a Committee 
of the whole Houle, it occafion’d a high Debate, in 
which Mr. Robert Walpole, Mr. Heath, and fome others, 
infified tor the Affirmative, and Mr Afi/ner, Mr. Slo- 
per, Mr. Clayton, and Sir Jofeph Fekyll for the Nega- 
tive; and it was at laft carry’d for the former, by 2 
Majority of 237 Voices againft 139. A Queftion 
was afterwards put, whether it be committed to Fri- 
day or Monday next, and it was carry d for the latter. 

Feb. 8. The Bill for preventing the corrupting of Fu- 
ries, &c. was read a fecond Time, and committed toa 
Committee of the whole Houfe; and then Mr. Hun- 
geford prefented to the Houle a Bill for the better Effa- 
blifyment of publick Credit, by preventing, for the future, 
the infamous Iv adtice of Stuck-Fo! bing, which was read 
the firft Time, and order’d to be read a fecond. The 
fame Day the Commons order’d, that the grand Com- 
mittee, to whom the Callico Dill was committed, have - 
Power to receive a Claufe to prevent Mafter- Weavers 
from taking too great a Number of Apprentices, 
and then the Houfe refolv'd icfelf into the faid 
Committee, and having heard the Counfel of the 
on India Company, mace fome Progrefs in the 

ui. 

Feb. 9. The Lord Molefworth, from the Committee 
of Secrecy, acquainted the Commons, that they had 
receiv'd Information, that Mr. Robert Knight, lace 
Cathier of the Sous) Sea Company, was taken, and 
was in Cuftody in the Caftle of Antwerp : Hereupon 
his Lordthip mov’d, and it was refolv’d, Nemine Con- 
tradicente, that an sees Vaan be pxefented : 

is 
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his Majefty, to return his Majefty the Thanks of this 
Houfe for his great Goodnefs in giving fuch effectual 
Diretions to his Minifters Abroad for fecuring Mr. 
Robert Knight, purfuant to the Addrefs of this Honfe ; 
and humbly to defire, that his Majefty would be gra- 
ciouflly pleas’d to give Orders to his Minifters, refid- 
ing in the Courts of Vienna and Bru/fels, to make the 
proper Applications, and ufe the moft effectual In- 
ftances, that the Perfén of the faid Mr. Xohert Knight, 
together with his Papers and Effects, might be fecur’d, 
and deliver'd up to fuch Perfons as his Majefty thould 
appoint to receive the fame; and that his Majefty 
would be gracioufly pleas’d to give Orders, upon the 
fdid Mr. Robert Knight's being brouvht into Great 
Britain, that he be forthwith delivér’d and put into 
the Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms attending this 
Houfe.. This Addrefs was immediately fent to the 
King by Mr. Methuen, Controller of the Houthold, 
who being foon after return’d, acquainted the Houle, 
that his Majefty had commanded him to acquaint the 
Houfe, that he would give the neceffary Orders and 
Diré&tions according to the Defires oF this Houfe’; 
and that in Cafe his Majefly’s Endeavours to have 
him fecur’d and brought over into Great Britain ihould 
facceed, his Majefiy would torthwith caufe him to be 
deliver'd into the Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms 
attending this Houfe. The Commons were extreamly 
well pleas’d with this Anfwer, and adjourn’d the Call 
of their Houfe to that Day few’night. We muft take 
Notice, that while Mr. Controller was upon_prefent- 
ing the Addrefs before-mention’d, a Queftion was 
propos’d, that the Directors of the South Sea Com- 

any do forthwith lay before this Houfe, an Accouut 
of what Stock the faid Company will give to the 
Proprietors of the four Money-Subfcriptions, for the 
Money aéctually paid in upon the faid Subfcriptions 
refpectively: But the previous Queftion being put, 
that that Queftion be now put, it pafs’d in the Ne- 
gative. 

The fame Day (Feb. 9.) a noble Earl took Notice 
in the Houfe of Peers of the Report of Mr. Knight's 
being taken and in Cuftody, which being a Matter in 
which the Publick was highly concern’d, he defir’d 
thofe in the Adminiftration to acquaint the Houfe 
whether there was any Ground for that Report. The 
Kas] of §S——d having, upon this, inform’d the Houle 

in 
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in what Manner Mr. Xnight had been apprehended 
and fecur’d, a Motion was made to addrefs his Ma- 
jefty, to order his Minifters Abroad to ufe the moft 
effectual Inftances to have him deliver’d up and fent 
over. Hereupon the Lord who fpoke firft, reprefented, 
¢ That the Perfon, who, at prefent, took Care of his 
‘ Majefty’s Affairs at Bruffels, being a Foreigner, it 
« were therefore proper, for the Houfe either to fend 
* a Meffenger of their own, or to defixe his Maiefty 
¢ to fend a fpecial Meffenger to bring over Mr. Knight, 
¢ who was fo material an Evidence in the prefent En- 
‘ quiry into the villainous Frauds committed by the 
 Jate South Sea Dire&tors and their Abetters. The 
Lord Vifcount Townfhend, who, the Day before, was 
declar'd Principal Secretary of State, (in the Room 
of the Earl Stanhope) faid thereupon, ‘ That either of 
¢ thefe would be fo far difrefpectful, as it thould im- 
¢ ply a Diftruft of his Majefty’s Care in this Affair, 
‘ which they had all the Reafon in the World to be 
¢ fatisfy’d in: That upon the Application made to his 
‘ Majefty for ufing his Endeavours to get Mr. Xnighe 
‘ fecur’d, twelve Exprefles were immediately dif- 
¢ patch’d for that Purpofe to his Majefty’s Minifters 
* Abroad; and that thefe Orders had been executed 
‘ with fuch Punétuality and Diligence, by the Secre- 
‘tary of his Majefty’s Refident at Brujels, that Mr. 
* Knight was a&tually apprehended and in fafe Cufto- 
‘dy: Concluding, that it became the Wifdom of 
© that auguft Affembly to exprefs their grateful Ac- 
‘ knowledgments to his Majefty for his paft Care, and 
‘torely on his future Endeavours for getting Mr. 
Knight deliver’d. up, and fent over. This being a- 
gece to, an Addrefs, much to the fame Effect with 
that of the Commons, was prefented to his Maijelty ; 
who appointed Colonel Churchill to go to the Court 
of Vienna, tomake Inftances for the delivering up of 
Mr. Xnight ; an Account of whofe Apprehenfion was 
publith’d in the London Gazette of Saturday the ith 
of. February, as follows. 


His Majefty’s Orders having been difpatch’d by fe- 
veral Meffengers to his Minifters refiding im the Courts 
of foreign’ Princes and States in Alliance with his 
Majefty, tor their making immediate Application, if 
Mr. Robert Knight, Cathier of the South Sza Company, 
fhould ihelter himfelf in ng of their Dominions, to 

2 get 
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get him feiz'd and furrender’d, in order to his being 
brought to Juftice: And M. Gaudot, Secretary to Mr, 
Leathes, his Majefty’s Kefident at Brufels,° who, in 
the Abfence of the Refitent has the Care of his 
Majefty's Affiirs there, having Jnformation that the 
faid Mr Knight had pafs'd thro’ Bruffels, and was go- 
ing towards Louvain, did, purfuant to thofe his Ma- 
jefly’s Orders, appiy to the Marquefs de Prie, who, 
out of Regard to a Requeft made to himin his Ma- 
iefty’s Name, readily appointed a Major, nam’d Bran- 
den an Adjutant with 16 Dragoons, and a Quarter- 
mafler, to atrend Mr. Gaudor, and follow fuch Di- 
rections as he fhould give. Hereupon Mr. Gaudot 
(leaving fome Perfors to watch and follow Mr. 
Knights Sun, whom he had left at Bruffeis, but was 
ro come after him) fet out on [ hurfday the 2d Inftant 
O. §. at three a Clock in the Morning, accompany’d 
by the Major, with the Detachment of Dragoons, for 
Louvain, where they arriv’d juft after the Opening ot 
the Gates: To avoid raifing a Talk in the Town, by 





entering it with the Dragoons, M. Gaudot and the 
Major Jefc them without the Gate, and going to 
the Burgo-mafter, got Information, by his Afliftance, 


that two Engl Gentlemen, who had lodg’d at an 
Jnn there the Nighr before, went away that Morning 
at the Opening ot the Gates, and had taken the Road 
to Tirlemont. Upon this Information M. Gaudot and 
the Major took freth Horfes, and ordering only four 
of the beft mounted Dragoons to go with them, bid- 
ding the reft tollow as they could, made the beft of 
their Way to Zirlemont, where they put into the fame 
Inn at which the two faid Gentlemen had ftopt, of 
which they had Intelligence by a Poftillion which 
they had fent before to make Enquiry. M. Gaudot 
entering the Inn, met Mr. Xnight, who, with his 
Companion, initantly yielded themfelves Prifoners to 
him and the Mayor. Scon after, Mr. Xnight’s Son, and 
another Englifo Gentleman, arriv’d at Tirlemont, who 
being alfo feiz’d, they were all four carry’d back to 
Bruffls: Arriving about one of the Clock in the 
Morning, the 3d Inftant, at the outer Barrier of that 
Place, whither they had di‘patch’d Advice of their 
Succefs ; they found there a Coach with four Horfes, 
a Detachment of 12 Dragoons to relieve the other, 
and a Letter from Count Wrangel, with a bette = 
Os’ 
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clos'd from the Marquefs de Prie, ordering Major 
Brancen to carry Mr. Knight to the Citadel of Aniwerp, 
without pafiing thro’ Bruffels. Mr. Knight’s Son went 
with his Father to the Citadel. M. Gaudot having at 
the Marque'‘s de Prie’s Defire waited on him as foon as 
he got to Bruffels to acquaint him with his Proceed- 
ing:, went, the third in the Evening to Antwerp, the 
Marquefs having order’d, that none fhould be admitred 
to freak to the Prifoner, except the Gentleman who 
was taken with him, and he only in M. Gaudot's Pre- 
fence and Hearing. Mr. Knight is kept in fafe Cufto- 
dy by an Officer who lyes in the fame Room with 
him, and four Sentinels without, and as many within 
the Houfe, and is not allow’d the Ufe of Pen, Ink, 
and Paper. 

On the 7th of February the Lords examin’d Sir Joln 
Fellows, late Sub-Governor, Mr. Foye, Deputy-Gover- 
nor, and Sir Xohert Chaplin, one of the late Dire€tors 
of the South Sea Company; and voted Sir John Blunt 
Builey ot a high Contempt of the Judicature of the 

oufe of Lords, for refuling to be fworn, and exa- 
min‘d before their Lordthips. 

Feb. 8. Their Lordihips, ina grand Committee, ex- 
amin’d fome others of the late South Sea Directors, 
particularly Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Holditch ; and on the 
roth of February, the five jate Direétors, who had 
been committed to the Cuftody of the Uther of rhe 
Black Rod, were, upon their humble Petition, fug- 
gefting, that they had given Security as the late Act 
ot Parliament direéts, order’d to be difcharg’d, paying 
their Fees. The fame Dav, and the next, fome other 
l)ire&tors were examin’d by the Lords, in relation to 
Stock given to thofe in the Adminiftration, and 
to Members of Parliament, while the Sourh Sea A& 
= depending, but little or nothing could be got from 

em. 7 

On the roth of February the Commons, in a grand 
Committee, went.through the Callico Bill, and made 
feveral Amendments thereto. The next Day the King 
went to the Houfe of Peers, with the ufual State and 
Solemnity, and the Commons being fent for up, and 
attending, his Majefly gave the Royal Affent to the 
Af for granting an Aid to his MajeRy by a Land-Tax, 
and to a. Naturalization A&. The Commons being 
return'd to their Houfe, and having refolv’d themfelves 
into a grand Ccmmittee, went through the Bill fos 

i preventing 
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preventing the corrupting of Furies, and made feveral A. 
mendments thereto. 

On the 13th of February Mr. Broderick acquainted 
the Commons, from the Committee of Secrecy, that 
they thould, in afew Days, be ready witha Report 
to laid before the Houfe, and defir’d, that the 
Houfe would appoint a Day for receiving it; where- 
upon it was order'd, that the faid Report be receiv’d 
upon the 16th. After this, Mr. Speaker was order 
to iffue out his Warrant for a new Writ for eleing 
a Burgefs tor the Borough of Corfe-Ca/tle in the Coun- 
9 of Dorfet, in the Room of Fofrua Churchill, Efq; § 

eceasd. Then upon the reading of the Order of 
the Houfe for. going into a. grand Committee™ upon 
the Bil of lowers er ingrafting Part of the Capital 
Stock and Fundof the South Sea Company, 8c. a, Peti- 
tion of the South Sea Company was offer’d to be pre- 
fented to the Houfe, and the Members in _Weftminfter- 
Hail, Court of Requefis, and Places adjacent, havings 
by the Serjeant at Arms, been fummon’d to attend the 
Service of the Houle, the faid Petition was brought 
up and read, praying the Confideration of the Houfe, 
in relation to the Payments of the feveral Sums of 
Money, which, by the A& of Parliament of. the laf 
Seflion, the faid Company are fubjeé and liable to, for 
the Ufe of. the Publick, at the Times, and in the 
Mauner by the faid A& dire&ted, and praying 
fuch Relief, as to the Houfe ihould feem meet. Here- 
upon a Motion was made, and infifted on by Mr. 
Shippen, and the Country Party, that the faid Petition 
be rejected ; but the faid Motion being oppos’d by 
Mr. Robert Walpole, and all the Court, Party,. the 
Queftion being put thereupon, was carry’d m_ the 
Negative, by a Majority of 253 Voices againft 166; 
however, the faid Petition was ordex’d to lie on the F 
Table; and then another Motion was made by the 
Country Party, that ic be an Inftru@tion to the faid 
Committee, that they have Power to.receive a Claufe 
tor excluding the Diretors of the South Sea Company, 
the Eaft India Company, and the Bank of England, 
from being elected Members, or fitting and voting in 
any furure Parliament: But, after fome Debate, the 
Queftion being put thereupon, was carry’d in the 
Negative, by a Majority of 211 Votes againft 164; 
and then, in a grand Committee, fome Progrefs was 
made in the faid Bill. 
Feb. 14 
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Feb. 14. Upon the reading of two Petitions of 
Button-makers in the Counties of Somerfet and Dor/ét, 
a Bill was order’d to be brought in for making more 
effectual the Act of the 4th Year of his prefent Ma- 
jefty’s Reign, for enforcing a former 44 for encourag- 
ing the Confumption of Raw Silk and Mohair Yarn. 
Then a Petition of the Borough of Cricklade in Wilt- 
fire, complaining of an undue Election and Return 
for the faid Borough,. was read, and order’d to be 
heard at the Bar of the Houfe on the 7th of March. 
After this, Mr. Bacon reported the Amendments made 
in a grand Committee to the Callico Bill, which 
were agreed to, and other Amendments having been 
made, the faid Bill was order’d to be‘ingrofs’d, as 
was alfo, the mext Day (Feb. 15 ) the Bill for prevent- 
ing the corrupting of Furtes, &c. The fame Day Mr. 
Controller deliver’d to the Commons the following 
Meffage from his Majefty. 


GEORGE 2. 
H’3 Majefly having receiv’d a Petition from the Court 
A of DiveBors of the South Sea Company, relating to 
the Payment of the Money due to the Publick from the 
Said Company, has thought fit to tranfmit the faid Peti- 
tion to the Houfe of Commons; and, at the fame Time, 
to acquaint them, that his Majefty has no Objection in 
the Parliament’s giving to the South Sea Company fuch 
Eafe and Relief, in the Times of making the Payments due 
to the Publick, as the Houfe of Commons fhall think fit 
and reafonable, 





This Meffage was referr'd to the Confideration of a 
Committee of the whole Houfe the Friday follow- 
ing ; and then a Claufe was order’d to be inferted in 
the Bill for ingrafting Pave of the Stock and Fund of the 
South Sea Company, to reftvain the Corporations of the 
Bank of England, of the South Sea Company, and of 
the Eaft India Company, from lending any &um of Money 
to their Proprietors upon their Stock, exceeding 100}. 
for 1001. Capital Stock. Vhen the Commons, in 2 

_ Committee, made a farther Progrefs in that 

ill. 

The next Day (Feb. 16.) Mr. Speaker was order’d to 
iffue out his Wasrant for a new Writ for electing a 
Knight of the Shire for the County of Worceffer, in 
the Room of Thomas Vernon, Efg; deceas'd. Then 

upon 
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upon the Report from the Committee to whom the 
Petition of the Maiter-Taylors was referr’d, a Bill 
was order'd to be brought in for regulating the Jour- 
neymen Taylors within the Weekly Pills of Morta- 
lity After this, the Bill for preventing the infamous 
Pradice of Stock jobhing, was read a fecond Time, and 
committed to a grand Committee; and the Call of 
the Houfe being tarther adjourn’d to that Day fevn. 
night, upon a Motion made for that Purpofe, an Or- 
der of the Houle of the roth of February, Decimo 
Gulielmi, was read as follows, viz. 

Order'd, That every Member of this Houfe do take 
his Place, and not ftand in the Paffage, as he comes 
in or goes out, or fit or ftand in any of the Paflages to 
the Seats, or in the Paffage behind the Chair, or elfe- 
where, that is not a proper Place. 

Then Mr. Broderick, from the Committee of Se- 
crecy, to whom it was referr’d to enquire into all the 
Proceedings relating ro the Execution of the A&t of 
the laft Seflion of Parliament, intitled, 4n 44 for 
enabling the South Sea Company to encreafe their prefent 
Capital Stock, 8c. reported the Matter as it appear’d 
to them, which they had directed him to report to 
the Houfe; and having read the faid Report in his 
Place, which took up near two Hours and an half, 
he deliver’d it in at the Table, where the fame was 
again read. It was then mov'd, that the faid Report 
be printed ; buc after fevera] Speeches had been made 
thereupon, it was thought fit to order, that the faid 











Report be raken into Confideration upon Saturday, 


next. 

That Report not having yct been publith’d, we 
cannot at prefent oblige our Keaders with an Ab- 
ftra&t of ic; but it is faid to contain a Deteétion 
of the deepeft and largeft Scene of Villainy and 
Fraud that ever was contriv’d and poner. Ic 


imports, in particular, that the following Parcels 


of South Sea Stock were taken in for feveral Per-. 


fons, viz. 


For the Earl of S——d, at the Re- I. 
ueft of Fames Craggs, Senior, ¢ 50,000 
fq; —-—— 

For the Datchefs of X——1 -—— 10,009 

For the Countefs of P——-n -—— 10,000 


at 150 
to 180 


—— 


For 
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. For the former’s two Nieces T0,¢09 
For Mr. James Craggs, Sen. 30,000 ( at 150 
For Charles Stanhope, Efg; ————.__ 10,000 ¢ to 186 
For the Sword Blade Company ——+ 50,000 





The Difference of which laft Parcel amounting to 
25ccoo/, was fuppos’d to be paid to Mr. Charles Stan- 
hope by Sir George Cafwal and Company; but that 
Sir George orderd the Name Stanhope to be partly 
eras'd out of the Book, and made Stangafe. It alfo 
appear'd by this Keport, that Mr. 4iflaby, late Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, had great Quantities of 
South Sea Stock given him ; but that his Affairs were 
chiefly manag’d by Mr. Waller, his Son-in- Law, and 
Mr. Weymonfold, a Broker: That Mr. A://zby’s laft 
Account with Turner, Cafwal and Company was 
7944514. That ¢8ooo/. Part thereof, was paid in 
Cath to Mr, Waller, as was alfo 44600/. more by one 
Bond of Ca/wal and Company ; and 33000/. by ano- 
ther Bond of Ca/wal and Company, was_paid to one 
Weddall.. That Ms. Aiflaby, as a Commiffioner of the 
Treafury, had qooo/. in the firlt Money-Subfcription ; 
but that as foon as it came to bear an advance of about 
qo per Cent. he had zoooo/. more: That no Warrant 
is found tor making the fecond Money-Subfcription 
amore than one Million; but that afterwards fome ot 
the leading Dire&tors, by the Advice of Mr, difaby, 
made it sooece/. more: That the third Money-Sub- 
fcription at scoo/. was promoted by Mr. Aiflady, 
whofe Lift amounted to 7oooo/. the Earl of S——d's 
Lift to 16c000/, Mr. Secretary Cragg’s Lift to 6; 90002. 
and Mr Charles Stanbope’s to 470001. That Mr. Aiflaly 
likewife advis’d the lending Money on Stock ; and 
that the Diretors fold Part of the pawned Stock at 
high !rices; but that of 2,8000co0/. that thould have 
been transterr’d by Mr. Xnight to four of the Di- 
rectors, there appear’d to be but 2,4cocool. fo that 
there was goccool. Stock wanting. In the Clofe of 
the Report, the Committee of Secrecy took Notice 
that in the Courfe of their Enquiry, they foun 
mention made of great Quantities of South Sea Stock 
taken in for Members of both Houfes of Parliament ; 
but that the Committee did nor think fic co name the 
Perfons, nor to proceed farther in an Aftair.of { nice 
a Nature, without the Direétions of the Houfe. 


1 On 
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On the :7th of February the Commons, in a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, confider'd of the King’s 

feflage relating to the South Sea Company's Petition, 
and came to the following Kefolutions, viz. 1. That 
the Payment of the Sum of four Millions one hun- 
dred fifty fix thoufand three hundred fix Pounds four 
Shillings eleven Pence, due to the Publick by the 
South Sca Company, by Virtue of the A&t of the laft 
Seflion of Parliament, and made payable within one 
Year, by four equal and quarterly Payments, the firft 
Payment commencing the 25th Day of March 1721, 
be farther delay'd and poftpon’d to the Year 17223 
and chat farther Provifion be made for the more ef- 
fetual Payment thereof. 2. That the Repayment of 
the Sum of One Million, which was Jent to the South 
Sea Company, on or about the 7th of June 1720, be 
poftpon'd to the 7th Day of June 1722. 

Feb. 18. Thefe Refolutions were repoited by Mr. 
Farier, and agreed to by the Houfe ; and it was there- 
upon order’d, that it be an Iufiru@ion to the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houle, to whom the ingrafting 
Lill was committed, that they have Power to rective 
a CYaufe or Claufes purfuant to the faid Kefolutions. 
After this, the Serjeant at Arms was orderd to fum- 
mon the Mcmbers inthe Places adjacent to attend the 
Service of ‘the Houfe, who then proceeded to take 
the Report from che Committee of Secrecy into Con- 
fideration ; and after fome Speeches on the feveral 
Parts of it, the Houfe came unanimonufly to the feveral 
rollowing Kefolutions, 

y. That the late Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
and Dire&ors of the South Sea Company, and: their 
Officers, and their Aiders and Abettors, ii lending 
our the Company’s Money upon ‘Stock and Sub- 
icriptions, without taking fufticient Security for Re- 
“ss ag io sara have been guilty of a notorious 

‘reach of Truft, and have thereby occafion’d great 
Lofs te the Company. for which they oaght to make 
Satisfaction out of their own Eftates. 

2. That the felling or difpofing of Stock or Sub- 
f-riptions transferr’d or depofited as a Security for the 
Repayment of the Money fo lent, was a notorious 
Breach of the Truft repos’d in the faid Sub- Governor, 
Ieputy- Governor, Direétors, and their Officers, and 
a Fraud on the Piop ietors, in order to enrich ae 

elves, 
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felves, for which they ought to make SatisfaGtion out 
of their own Eftates. 

3, That the taking in or holding of Stock by the 
South Sa Company, for the Benctic of any Member 
of either Houfe of Parliament, or Perfon concern’d 
in the Adminiftration, (during the Time that the 
Company’s Propofals, or the Bill thereto relating, 
were depending in Parliament) without any valuable 
Confideration paid, or fufficient security given for the 
Acceptance of, or Payment for fuch Stock; and the 
Company’s paying or allowing fuch Perfon the Diffe- 
rence arifing by the advanc’d Price of the Stocks, 
were corrurt, infamous, and dangerous F'raétices, high- 
ly sefle&ting on the Honour and juftice of Parliaments, 
and deftructive of the Interefts of his Majefty’s Go- 
vernment. 

4. That any o the Diretors of the Seurh Sea Com- 
pany felling their own Stock at_high [rics to the 
Company or others, ar the fame Time that they gave 
Orders for buying Stock upon Account of the Com- 

ny, under I’retence of keeping up the nominal Va- 
ue of the faid Stock, was a fcandalous PraGice, tend- 
ing to enrich themfelves, to the great Lofs and Detri- 
ment of the Company, and of others his Majefly’s 
Subje&ts, for which they ought to make Satisfaction 
out of titeir own Efiates. 

5. That the declaring a Dividend of 30 per Cent. 
for Chriffmrs lat, and not lefs than so fer Cent. per 
Annum tor not Jefs than 12 Years after, was an infa- 
mous Contrivatiice to give his Majefty’s Subjects talfe 
Norions of the Value of the faid stock, that the Jate 
Dire&tors might more eatily difpefe of their own 
Stock at exorbitant Prices. 

6. Thar the fetling the Stock of the Sowth Sea 
Company to fale by subfcriptions at high Prices above 
the intrinfick Value of the fame, -by the Jace sub- 
Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Directors of the 
faid Company, was a grofs and notorious Fraud, and 
has been one great Caufe of the finking of the pub- 
lick Credir, and bringing upon the Nation the Di- 
firefs ic at prefent Jabours under. 

7. That the adviling the late Sub Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, and Directors of the South Sea, ‘-om- 
pany, to fet the Stock of the faid Company to fale by 
subfcriptions at high and extravagant Prices, or ro 
declare the high and eee Dividends for CLyi/?- 

2 Wiad 
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mas laft, and 12 Years after, by any Perfons in 
the Adminiftration, was a notorious Breach of the 
Truft repos’d in them, to the Prejudice of his Ma- 
jefty’s overnment, and the Intereft of this King- 
om. 

Then the farther Confideration of the faid Report 
was adjourn’d to the zrft, when, -after fome Time 
{pent therein, the Commons came to the farther una- 
nimous Kefolutions that follow, viz. 

8. That the Entry in the Cath-Book of the South 
Sea Company of five hundred feventy four thoufand 
five hundred Pounds Stock, pretended to be fold tor 
one Million two hundred thirteen thoufand five hun- 
dred feventy five Pounds, between the qth of February 
i719, and the :2th of 4pril following, was con- 
triv’d with a Defign to conceal the Names of Per- 
fons for whofe [ienefit Stock was taken inby the faid 
Company. 

9 That every Perfon for whom Stock was taken in 
or held, fuch Stock being Part of the tive hundred 
feventy four thoufand five hundred Pounds, pretend- 
ed to be fold by the South Sea Company, from the 4th 
Day of February 1719, to the rzth Day of dpril tole 
Jowing, without Money paid, or fufficient ,Security 
given for the Acceptance of, and Payment for fuch 
Stock, be oblig’d to pay to the faid Company all fuch 
Sums of Money as have been receiv'd by way of Dif- 
ference, or otherwife, for fuch Stock taken in or held 
as aforefaid. 

ro. That the Addition of two hundred fifty thou- 
fand Pounds to the tirft Money-Subfcription, after it 
had been declar’d to have been open’d for two Milli- 
ons, and the Addition of five hundred thoufand 
Pounds to the fecond Money-Subfctiption, after it 
had been declar’d to be open’d tor one Million, were 
fraudulently contriv’d to give corrupt Advantages’ to 

= Per‘ons, and were injurious to publick 
redit. ' 
tr. That a Bill be brought in for the Relief of the 
— Sufferers in the South Sea Company. 
And it was order'd, gf, That Ms. Broderick, M'. 





Pulteny, Mr. Chancellor of the Dutchy, the Lord 
Molefwar:b, Mr. Attorney General, Maiter of the 
Rolls, Mr. Smith, Mr. Ward, Mr. Horatio Walpole, Mr. 
Lownd:, Mr. Hof, Lord Barrington, Mr. Serjeant 

Pengelly 
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ely, Mx. Sollicitor General, Mr. Feffryes, and Mr, 
Haig do prepare and bring in the fame. 2dly, That 
the faid Bill be brought in purfuant to the Refo- 
lutions of this Houfe of this Day and of the 18th 
Infiant. 

Feb, 21, The ingrofs'’d Bill for preventing the corrupt- 
ing of Furies, &c. was read the 34 Time, pafs’d, and 
fent up to the Lords; and then a Petition of Robert 
Surman, Gent. late Deputy-Cafhier to the Soush Sea 
Company, (in Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms) was 
prefented to the Houfe and read, praying, that he 
might be difcharg’d out of Cuftody, paying his Fees 
emring given Security, purfuant to the late A& of 

arliament) to the End he might prepare the Accounts 
and Inventories of his Eflate, as the faid A@ direéts : 
Which Petition was order’d to be taken into Confi- 
deration the next Morning. It wasalfo order’d, 

- x. That the Direé&tors of the South Sea Compan 
do, with all convenient Speed, lay before this Houfe 
an Account of what they intend to do, in relation to 
the feveral Perfons interefted in the faid Company by 
Money-Subfcriptions, or otherwife. 

' 2. That the Direétors of the South Sea Company do 
lay before this Houfe the Proceedings and Refoluti- 
ons of the general Court of the faid Company held 
the 23d of December lait. 

: Feb, 26. Three Petitions of Sir Theodore Fanflen, Kt. 
and Bart. Sir John Fellows, Bart. and Sir Fobn Lambert, 
Bart. in Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms, were feve- 
rally prefented to the Houfe, and read, praying to be 
difcharg’d out of Cuftody, upon the io Allegati- 
ons contain’d in the Petition of Mr. Surman, which 
three Petitions were alfo order’d to be taken into 
Confideration on the 2:d, when they were all four 
order'd to be difcharg’d paying their Fees, as was 
allo Facob Sawbridge, Efq; who petition’d that very 
Day, Feb. 22.' 

- Wemuft take Notice, that on the zoth the ingrofs'd 
Bill to preferve and encourage the Woollen and Silk Ma- 
tufatyres,. by prohibiting Callicoes, 8c. (except as there- 
in us excepted) was read the 3d Time, pafsd, and fent 
up to the Lords. Then a Motion. being made, and 
the Queftion put, thar it be an Infiruétion to the 
grand Committee, to whom the ingsafting Bill was 
committed, that they do receive Propofab from the 





South Sea Company, touching the Mauer in — 
ui ; — - they 
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they intend to execute the Propofals laid before the 
Houfe for reftoring publick Credit, it pafs’d in the 
Negative; but: it was order'd, that it be an Inftrudti- 
on to the faid Committee, thar they have Power te 
receive a Claufe to exempt all Transfers of stock in 
the three Companies, of one hundred Pounds or under, 
From al] Duties. Atter this, in a grand Committee, 
the Commons went through the faid Bill, and made 
feveral Amendments thereto, which being reported 
on the 22d, and agreed to, and fome other Amend- 
ments being made 4 the Hou‘, the faid Bill was 
order’d to be ingrofs‘d. 

Feb. 23, Theingrofs’d Bill for the better Prefervatioy 
of the Harbour of Rye was read the 3d Time, pafs'd, 
and fent up tothe Lords. Then the secretary to the 
South Sea Company prefented to the Houfe a Paper, 
containing the Proceedings of the general Court of 
the Sonzh Sea Company, held the 23d of December 
3920, which was order’d to lie on the Table; and 
after Mr. Speaker had been order’d to iffue his War- 
rant fora new Writ, for the electing a Burgefs fr 
the Borough of Zruro in Cornwall, in the Room of 
John Selwyn, Efq; who had accepted the Office of 
Receiver-General and Cathier of his Majefty's Cu 


ftoms, the Call of the Houfe was farther adjourn’d to 
that Day fev’nnight. , 
On the 24th of py Mr. Serjeant Birch prefent- 


ed to theeCommons a farther Report of the Com- 
miffioners and Truftees of the forfeited Eftates in 
England, Iveland, and elfewhere, except Scotland; 
which was order’d to lie on the Table; and then Mr. 
Treby reported the Amendments made to the Bill for 
punifping Mutiny ad Deferticn, &. which were agreed 
to, and another Amendment being made to the Bul, 
the fame was order’d to be ingro‘s'd. 

Feb. 25. Mr. Broderick acquainted the Commons, 
That the Committee of Secrecy, {ince their former 
Report, had come to a farther Knowledge of fome 
Matters therein mention’d, and were ready ro jay 
farther Report before the Houfe, at fuch Time as the 
Houfe thould appoint to receive the fame. Hereu 
it was order'd, that the Report be now receiv’d. Mi 
Broderick accordingly read the faid Report in_ his 
Place, and afterwards deliver'd it in at the Table, 
where the fame was again. read, and then. order’d t 
lie on the Table. This Report re} ated chicfly.to great 

CQuanrine 
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Quantitiesof Stock and Subfcriptions which appear’d 
to have been taken in for Mr. diflaby, late Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and Charles Stanhope, Efg; one of 
the Secretaries of the Treafury, and both Members of 
the Houfe, who thereupon infifted on their Inno- 
cence, and prefs’d, that a hort Day might be ap- 
pointed to examine that Matter, that they might have 
an Opportunity to clear themfelves. Mr, Broderick 
reprefented thereupon, ¢ That tho’ the fecret Com- 
‘ mittee had a great deal of Evidence to fupport the 
‘Charge againit thofe two Gentlemen, yer they 
‘wanted a material Witnefs, viz. Mr. Xnight, late 
¢ Treafurer of the South Sea Company, who was in 
¢ fate Cuftody, and, in all Probability, would foon 
‘be brought over ; aid therefore the Committee 
© hoped that the Houle would noc hurry an Affair of 
‘fo great Importance. Mr. Stanhope urging how hea- 
vy an Imputation of fo heinousa Nature lies upon a 
Man who knows himfelf to be intirely innocent, 
which, he faid, was his Cafe ; and renewing his In- 
fances for examining into its the Tuefday following, 
being the laft Day of February, was appointed for 
that Purpofe; and it was order’d, that Mr. Charles 
Joye, Mr. Edward Gibben, Mr. Robert Chefter, Mr. Ri- 
chard Holditch, Six Fobn Blunt, Bart. Mr. Rolert Sur- 
man, Mr. Facob Sawbridge, Mr. Elias Turner, Mr. Henry 
Blunt, Mr. Robinfon Knight, Mr. Daniel Watkins, Mr. 
Richard Fenton, Mr. John Maddy, and Mr. John Mount, 
fhould, on that Day, attend this Houfe. After this, 
the Houfe confider’d tarther of the Keport from the 
Committee of Secrecy, and Notice being taken of a 
Fraud committed in relation to the two laft Money- 
Subfcriptions, it was refolv'd, Nemine Contradicente, 
that the fuppos’d Deficiency of fix hundred thoufand 
Pounds upon the third Money-Subfcription, and of 
one hundred thoufand Pounds upon the fourth Money- 
Subfcription, taken by the South Sex Company, 
ought to be made good and anfwer’d to the Company, 
by the late sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, Dt- 
rectors, and Cathier, the faid Subfcriptions being de- 
clar'd, at a general Court of the faid Company, holden 
the eighth Day of September 1720, to have been com- 
leated at five Millions, and at two Millions five 

hundred thoufand Pounds er ee and uaccord- 
‘ingly enter’d and pafs’d to the Credit of the Company 
in 
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in their Cath-Book. Then it was order’d, that it be 
an Inftruction to the Gentlemen who were to prepare 
and bring in the Bill for the Relief of the unhappy 
Sufferers in the South Sea Company, that they do pre- 
= and bring in a Claufe or Claufes purfuant to the 
aid Refolution ; as alfo, that it be an Inftruétion to 
the Committee of Secrecy, that they proceed in the 
farther Examination of Particulars of the five hun- 
dred feventy four thoufand five hundred Pounds 
South Sea Stock, fuppos’d to be difpos’d of , between 
on qth of February 1719, and the 12th of April fol- 
owing. 

On the 29th of February Sir Fobn Fellows, Bart. was 
order’d to attend the Houfe the next Morning, as was 
alfo the proper Officer of the Bank of England, with 
the Book or Books wherein the Payment of the South 
Sa Company’s Cafh-Draughts were enter’d, from the 
tft of | February 1719, to the sft of Ofober 1720, to- 

ether with the Name or Names ef the Officer or 

fficers who paid the fame; and that the faid Officer 
or Officers do attend this Houfe at the fame Time, 
Then a Meffage was fenr to the Lords, to defire that 
Edmend Waller, Efq; in Cuftody of the Gentleman- 
Uther to the Black Rod, might from Time to Time be 
produc’d before the Houfe of Commons, or any Com- 
mittee of that Houfe, when defir’d ; which the Lords 
readily comply’d with. . 

Feb. 28. The Commons refum’d the farther Confi- 
deration of the Report from the Committee of Se- 
crecy, fome Parts of which relating to Charles Stanhope, 
Eq; were read ; after which, the Examination of Sit 
Fohn Blunt, Myr. Holditch, Facob Sawbridge, fen. Efq; 
Mr. Henry Blunt, and others, before the Committee 0 
Secrecy, were feverally read, and they were feverally 
call'd in and examin’d, as were alfo Mr. Elias Turner, 
and others. The Charge againft Mr. Stanhope con- 
fifted of two Articles, 1/7, That 100001. South Sea Stock 
was taken in for his Benefit, by Mr. Knight, without 
any valuable Confideration ; and that the Difference 
arifing by the advanc'd Price thereot was paid him 
out of the Cath of the South Sea Company. 2dly, 
That Turner and Company had bought soq0o/. Stock 
at 2 low Price of the South Sea Company, in_ the 
Name and for the Benefit of Mr. Stanbope, the Diffe- 
rence of the advanc’d Price whereof, amounting to 
zscoco/. had been paid to the faid Charles — 
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E(q; by Sir George Cafwel and Company. To prove 
thefe Articles, the fecrer Committee caus’d the Exa- 
miwations before-mention’d, and the Perfons above- 
nam’d, to be examin’d ; bur fome of the litter rather 
weaken’d .than corroborated their former Depoliti- 
ons; Sit Fobn Blunt, in pisticular, own’d, as to the 
firft Article, that Mr. Knight had ihew’d him a Letter, 
which he told him was fign’d by Mr. Stanhope, delir- 
ing him to take 1cooo/, Stock for him; but that he 
did not, know whether that Letter was genuine, nor 
what was become of it : And as for the sco00/. Stock 
transferr’'d to the Sword Biade Company in Mr. Stan- 
hope’s Name, Mr. Sawhridge and Mr. Turner had the 
Modefty and good Nature to take the whole Jniquity 
of the Juggle upon themfelves, and in the Face of 
the Commons of Great Britain to own, that they had 
made Ufe of Mr. Stanhope’s Name, without his Pri- 
vity or Confent. Thefe Examinations, together with 
the Animadverfions of the Members of the fecret 
Commiittee thereupon, lafted ’till eight a-Clock in 
the Evening, after which Mr. Stanhope was heard in 
his Place. As to the firft Article, he faid, © Thar for 
© fome Years paft he had Iddg’d all the Money he was 
© Mafter of in Mr. Xnight’s Hands, and whatever 
© Stock Mr. Knight had taken in for him, he had paid 
© a valuable Confideration for it: And as to the fecond, 
© thathe could not anfwer for what had been done 
€ without his Confent.”. When he hai done fpeak- 
ing, and was withdrawn, a Motion being made, ant 
the Queftion being put, that it appears to this How, 
that during the Time that the Propofal made by the 
South Sea Company, and the Bill relating thereto, 
were depending in this Houfe, 1o290/. Stock was 
taken in, or held by Mc. Xaizhe, lace Cuhier of the 
faid Company, for the Benefit of Charles Sranhore, BiG; 
one of the Secretaries of the Treafury, and a Member 
of this Houfe, without any valuable Confideracion 
paid, or Security given for the Acceptance of; or Pay- 
ment for the faid Stock; and that the Difference a- 
tiling by the advanc'd Price thereof was paid > che 
faid Charles Stanboze, Efq; out of the Cath of the 
South Sea Company, it was carry’d in the Negative by 
a Majority only of three Voices, viz. 180 agiin{t 197, 
which occafion’d various Reflections. However, ir 
was thought neceffary to lay a Cenfuce on the Sword- 
Blade Company, and — it was refolv'd, chat 

the 
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the making Ufe of the Name of Charles Stanhope, Ej; 
(a Member of this Houfe) in the Entries of the 
3ooks of Turner and Company, in order to conceal 
soxe/. Stock, fuppos’d to be bought of the South 
Sea Company, was an unjuftifiable and unwarranta- 
ble Praétice. 

Then the farther Confideration of the Report from 
the Conimittee of Secrecy was adjourn’d to the 3d of 
March. © 

Let's now attend the Proceedings of the Houfe of 
Peers, On Tuefilay the rqh of February, their Lord- 
ihips examin’d Mr. Grigfy, late Accomptant: General 
ot the South Sea Company, Mr. Surman, late Deputy- 
Cafhier, and Mr. Bon-Ouvrier, a French Broker ; and 
order’d Mr. Waller, Son in-Law to Mr. Aiflaby, into 
the Cuftody of the Uther of the Black Rod. Two 
Days after, the Earl of Clarendon, Chairman of their 
Lordihips grand Committee, reporte1 the Refolutions 
their Lordihips had come to, in relation to this In- 
quiry; and the fame Day their Lordfhips examin’d 
alfo John Barber, a Printer, a private Agent of fome 
Jate leading Directors, and who was threwdly fufpected 
of having been employ’d in dealing out South Sea 
Stock to fome Members, while the south Sea Propofals, 
and the Bill thereupon, were depending. 

On the 27th of February the Houfe of Peers took 
into Confideration fome Matters relating to a Trial at 
the lait Affizes at Hereford, touching the Prefentation 
to the Vicarage of Ledminffer, which was claim’d by 
Earl Coningfby, Lord Lieutenant and Cu/lus Rotulorum of 
the County of Hereford; and at the fame Time exa- 
min‘d into the Complaint of the Lord High Chan- 
cellor, who, in a printed Pamphlet entitled, The frp 
Part of the Earl Coningfby’s Cafe relating to the Viea- 
rage of Leominiter, which had been given out at the 
Door of the Lords Houfe, was reflected on, for put- 
ting difaffected Perfons in the Commiffion of the 
Peace. In order to make good this Charge, there 
had been printed and difpers’d, together with the 
Cafe before-mention’d, the following Examination 
and Affidavit, viz. ; 





Hereford 
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Hereford f. Thé Examination of John Fones, late 
Servant to William Fenkins, ot the Pa- 
rilh of Morton upon Luge inthe faid 
County, Yeoman, taken upon Oath 
the roth Day of January, Anno Dom. 
1720, before Fobnu Dutton-Colt, and 
Henry Fones, Efgs. two of his Ma- 
jefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the 
faid County. 


HIS Deponent maketh Oath, that on or about the 
14th Day of November laf paff, be thi De- 
ponent, and his Mafter William Jenkins afore/aid, going 
into the Barn, and hearing the Bells ringing at Marden, 
he'the faid \enkins faid, the Bells ave ringing bravely at 
Marden for the Lord Coningfby, Aut if they were ring- 
ing for bus Burial, they would ring at better Content, for 
my Lord was but an ordinary Man once as Iam 3 for rhe 
Lord Coningfby bad got his Riches by piundwing and 
myrdering the People im Ueland, arid brought a golden 
Chairy thence: And this Deponent anfwerd, that he, the 
foid Lord Coningfby, would be punifhd if he did fo in 
this Country: And the faid \enkins faid again, no, he 
u too great with the XK—g, for he the faid Lord Con- 
ingiby did fend the golden Chair to him, and they both 
did agree to fend the Value of the faid Chair to mend 
the Country from whence the K—g came, for there nothing 
did grow but Turnips; aiid the faid \enkins farther faid, 
that it was no more Sin tz kill my Lord Coning{by zhan 
it was to kill our great Dog, (meaning the faid fenkine’ 
own Dog) and that he the faid Lord Coningiby and 
the K-g were two Prefbyterian Rogues: And this Depo- 
nent fome {mall Time after told one john Yates of 
Aubor, in the Parifh of Morton upon Lugg afore/aid, 
that he this Deponent would go and complain to the faid 
Lord Coningiby what he the faid \enkins had faid ; 
and the faid \enkins hearing that thu Deponent would 
complain, procur’d a Warrant from Edward Witherfton, 
one of his Majefty’s Fuftices of the Peace for the faid 
County, to apprehend this Deponent for the fame ; and 
this Deponent coming before the faid Mr. Fuftice Wi- 
therfton, by Vertue of the faid Warrant, the [aid 
Mr. Fuftice Witherfton told thi Deponent, that he 
was a Rogue fir difcovering fuch Words, if he had 
feard his Mafter [peak the ge and that he the fai 
2 Fuftice 
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Fuftice would fend this Deponent to Goal if he bad 
no Bail ; and accordingly did fend.this Deponent to Goal for 
the fame, where he hath continu’d for the Space of five 
Weeks. ; 
Jur per Ordin’ Seffion’ Die The Mark of 
& Ann’ Supradi@’ apud 
Heretord in Com’ Hereford John Fones, 
Coram nobis 
F. D. Cole, 


Hl, Fones. 





This Affidavit being mainly Jevell’d againft Edw4rd 
Witherfion, Eiq; High Sheriff of the County of Here- 
ford, and a Perfon, it feems, in great Efteem with all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men there, was foon after 
oppos’d by three Addreffes, one. from the Clergy, 
another from the City, and a third from the County 
of Hereford, which, on the 24th of February, were 
prefented*to his Majefty by the Members of Parlia- 
ment for Herefortfire, introduc’d by the Right Ho- 
novrable the Lo:d Vifcount Townfhend, one of his 
Majelty’s Princival Secretaries of State, as follow, viz. 


To the King’s moft excellent Majefty.’ 


Wwe the Biftop, Dean, Refidentiavies and Prebenda- 
’ vies of the Cathedral Church of Hereford, and 
the Pavochial Clergy within the Dioce/s of the fame. 

Do, in Fuftice to our Sovereign, as well as to our Fel- 
low-Subje&s, moft humbly reprefent to your Majefty, that 
Kdward Witherfion, E/g; High Sheriff of the County 
of tHeretord, bas always been efteem’d a Pesfon zealow 
for the prefent Eftablifhment in Church and State, and fo 
vemirkably difinguifd for bis conftant Affetion to 
your Mazefly, that thofe who have no Knowledge of 
bis Per fon, are no Strangers to that Part of his Charader; 
that he has always, as a Magijlrate, as far as cver we 
have heard, been free from the leaft Imputation of any 
traiterous Relaxation of the Laws againft your’ Mojcfty's 
Enemies, or of being feducd into any arbitrary or illegal 
Meafures, by the flvongeft Temptations of Fear or Interefhs 
and that we believe he has neither proftituted the Safety 
aud Honour of bu Sovereign, or the Liberty and Property 
of bis Fellow-Subjels, but has always ufed the Power 
with which he has been inirufled, with a Fidelity becoming 

0 
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an upright Magiftvate, for the Support of your facred Per~ 
fon and Government. That thefe Blefings may be long pre- 
ferv’d, foall be the Prayer of your Majefty's moft dutiful 
and loyal Subjets. 


To the King’s moft excellent Majefty, 


The humble Addrefs of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
chief Citizens of the City of Hereford,in Common 
Council affembled. 


Moft gracious Sovereign; 
W E your Mojefty’s moft dutiful and leyal Subjede, 
with Hearts full of Foy and Gratitude, moft 
thankfully acknowledge your Maojefty’s great Wifdom and 
Goodnefs in the Appointment of Sased Witherfton, 
Elo; for High Sheriff of your County of Hereford; bis 
eminent Affection and iviolable Attachment to your Per- 
fon and Government very early diftinguifph'd him, and juftly 
qualify’d him for the Commifion of the Peace, in which 
we beg Leave zo affure your Majefly, thar he hath ated 
with impartial Fuftice; that no perfonal Refentment, or 
private Views of Intereft or Ambition, ever influenc’d or 
determin’ his Decifions; the Offence he ever fever’d from 
the Perfon; the Equity of the Sentence alone conviéts ; 
the Reformation anticipates Punifoment ; that he bath by 
no opprefive Methods, or illegal Procedure, affected the 
Liberty or Property of bis Fellow-Subjeds, or by inodi- 
ating Charaders, chill’d their Allegiance, or alienated 
their Affefions from their Sovereign; that his Addrefs 
and regulary Difpatch of publick Affairs, bath gain'd 
dim an univerfal Reputation, which he ever employ’d 
in the Promotion of your Majefty’s Intereft, and when- 
pd - difpenc’d Fuftice, he recommended and advanc'd 
oyalty. 

That no declar'd Enemies may ever diflurb the Tranqui}- 
lity of your Reign, nor falfe Friends (more dangerow by 
their Profefion) render uneafy that Government, whofe In- 
tereft and Duty it is to fupport and maintain, is the Prayer 
of ee Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjeéts. 

n Teflimony whereof we have hereunto put our Common 





Seal, the roth Day of February, in ‘we 7th Year of your 
Majefly’s Reign. 


To 
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To the King’s moft excellent Majefty. 


The humble Addrefs of the aranion in Parlia- 
ment for the County and City of Hereford, and 
Boroughs within the fame ; and alfo of the Deputy 
Lieutenants, Juftices of the Peace, and other Gen- 
tlemen within the faid County. 


Moft P ecoamag Sovereign, 

W your Majefly’s moft loyal Subjeds do, with the 

utmoft Gratitude, acknowledge, that your graci- 
ous Choice of Edward Witherfton, E/g; for our High 
Sherif. bas been receiv'd with univerfal Satisfation to 
your faithful Subje&s in thefe Parts; and in Fuftice to 
him, and to free bis Charafer from any Mifreprefentati- 
ons that have been laid before your Mazefty, do, with all 
Humility, beg Leave to vemonftrate, that he hath been 
eminently diflinguif’d by a fleady Zeal for the prefint 
bappy Eftablifoment, by a pavticular Affection to your 


Mayefty's Perfon, and by an ingertisl Diftribution of | 
th 


Fuftice, both for the Safety.of the Crown and Property 
of the Subjet; and that as he has hitherto neither dif- 
gufed your true Friends, or traiteroufly encourag’d your 
Enemies, ox ty Imprudence or Opprefien increas'd their 
Number, fo we do, with the greateft Confidence believe, 
zhzt under the late Marks of your Koya! Favour and 
Approbation, which furely he could not gain by fur- 
prizing your Majefly or Council, be will continue (though 
im a more confpicuous Manner ) to fhew his good Inclination 
ond dutiful Behaviour towards your Majefty’s Perfon and 
Government, That we may long enjoy both thefe Blefings, 
axe the Prayers of your Majefty's moft faithful and mof 
ebsdient SubjeEs. 


On the other Hand, the Earl Coning/fy not having 
beens able to make out his Allegations, either in fe- 
fation to Mr. Withe ftom, or as to other Particulars, 
the Lords thought fit to cenfure his Cafe, and to 
commit him Prifoner to the Tower of London, whi- 
ther he was carry’d the next Day, being the laft of 
February, on which Day the Lords heard Counfe] for 
the Ea? India Company againft the Callico Bill. 


_ The A& for refraining the Sub-Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, Directors, Treafurer or Cathier, Dene 
Ca thier, 





Do) eo Bae a as 
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Cafhier, and Accomptant of the South Sea Company, 
from going out of this Kingdom, &’c. imports, 

1. That whereas Sir John Fellows, Bart. the prefent 
Sub-Governor, Charles Foye, Deputy-Governor, and 
William Aftell, Efqs. Sir Lambert Blackwell, Bart. Sit 
John Blunt, Bart. Six Robert Chaplin, Bart. Sir William 
Chapman, Kt. and Bart. Robert Cheffer, Stephen Child, 
Teter Delaport, Francis Eyles, Fames Edmondfon, Edward 
Gibbon, Fobn Gore, Efqs. Sit William Hamond, Kt. Fran- 
cis Hawes, Richard Horfey, Richard Holditch, Efqs. Sir 
Theodore Fanffen, Kt. and Bart. Sir Facob Facobfon, Ke. 
Arthur Ingram, Efz; Sit John Lambert, Bart. Six Har- 
court Majfter, Kt. William Morley, Ambrofe Page, Efqs. 
Colonel Hugh Raymond, Samiel Read, jun. Thomas Rey- 
nolds, Facob Sawbridge, William Titlard, and Fohn Tur- 
ner, Efqs. Dire&tors of the Corporation of Merchants 
of Great Britain trading to the South Seas, &sc. and 
alfo Robert Knight, Treafurer or Cathier, Robert Sur- 
man, Deputy-Cathier, and John Grigfby, Accomptarit 
to the faid Corporation, in Confederacy with the faid 
Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Direétors, un- 
der Colour of an A& pafs’d in the laft Seffion of 
Parliament, have contriv’d and carry’d on many no- 
torious, fraudulent, and indirect Prattices, contrary 





tothe Intention of the faid A&, to the great Detri- 
ment of the Publick, in Breach of their Truft, and 
to the manifeft Wrong and g-gn of great Num- 


bers of his Majeity’s Subjects: Now to the End that 
their Perfons and Eftates may be fecur’d, fo as to 
anfwer and be liable to juftice in Parliament, be it 
enafted, That the faid Sub-Governor, Deputy- Gover- 
nor, Direétors, €%c. fhall not go or depart out of this 
Kingdom during the Space of one whole Year, to be 
computed from the eighth Day of December 1720, and 
until the End of the then next Seflion of Parlia- 
ment; and the faid Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
Direftors, &'c. thall, before the eighth Day of Febra- 
ary 1720, in due Form ot Law, feverally enter into 
one or more Recognizances to his Majefty, with two 
or miore fufficient Sureties, before the Lord Chief 
Raron, or one other of the Barons of his Majelty’s 
Court of Exchequer at Weftminfter, for the Time being, 
in the refpective Penalties herein after mention’d; 
=~ is to fay) in the Penalty of one hundred thou- 
and Pounds for every of them, the faid Sub-Gevernor, 
Deputy-Governor, €c. and in the Penalty of twe ne 

ive 
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five thoufand Pounds for every of the Sureties of any 
of them the faid Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
€5c. which faid feveral Recognizances fhall be made 
upon this Condition, That if fuch of the faid Sub- 
Governor, Deputy-Governor, Directors, €%c. as thall 
enter into fuch Recognizance, {hall not go or depast 
out of this Kingdom, during the Space of one whole 
Year, to be accounted from the faid eighth Day of 
December, in the Year of our Lord 1720, or before 
the End of the then next Seffion of Parliament, then 
fuch RKecognizance thall be void, otherwife the fame 
ihall remain in Force : And in cafe the faid Sub Go 
vernor, Deputy-Governor, Directors, @%c. ihall neg- 
le& to enter into fuch Recognizances before the faid 
eighth Day of February, in the Year of our Lom 
1720, every of them, fo neglecting, thall, by the 
Chief Baron or Barons, be committed to the Prifon of 
the Fleet, there to remain, without Bail or Mainprize, 
until the End of the faid Year,and until the End of the 
then next Seffion of Parliament, or until he thall enter 
into fuch Recognizance with Sureties as atorefaid: 
And if any of them the faid Sub-Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, Directors, 6c. fhall, within the Time 
above fpecify’d, go or depart out of this Kingdom; 
every of them fo offending, and alfo every Perfoa 
who fhall knowingly and willingly be aiding and 
aflifting to fuch Departure of any of them out of 
this Kingdom, thal] be adjudg’d guilty of Felony, 
and. fhall fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit 
of Clergy, and fhall forfeit to the King, his Heis 
and Succeffors, all and fingular his Lands, Tenements, 


fe 
If. And in order to a full Difcovery of the Eftate 
and Effects of the faid Sub.Governor, Deputy-Gover- 
nor, €5c. be it enacted, That every of them thall, 
before the twenty fitth Day of March 1420, 1 
{peftively deliver in upon Oath before the Lord 
Chief Baron, or one other of the Barons of the 
Exchequer, two feveral true and exact Particulars and 
Inventories (both of the fame Import and Tenor) of 
all and fingular the Lands, Tenements, and Heredi: 
taments, Goods, Chattels, Debts, and perfonal Eftate 
whatfoever, which he was feiz’d or poffefs’d of, of 
entitled unto in his own Right, and which any other 
Perfon or Perfons was or were feiz’d or poffefs'd of of 
ip 
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in Truft for him, or to or for his Ufe or Benetit, upon 
the firft Day of Fune 1720,°0r at any Time after (the 
neceflary wearing Apparel only excepted) and in Cafe 
the’Perfon delivering in fuch Particulars and Inven- 
tories, or any other Perfon in Truff for him, with his 
Privity, fince the firft Day of une 1720, hath con- 
vey'd, transferr’d, or otherwife difpos’d of any Part 
of fuch Lands, Tenements, €c. which he, or any 
other Perfon for him, was poffefs’d of, upon the faid 
firt Day of June 1720, or at any Time after, then 
fuch Particulars and Inventories thall contain a true 
Account what Part of fuch Lands, Tenements, Here- 
ditaments, Goods, &5’e. he hath fo convey’d or other- 
wife difpos’d of, and to what Perfon or Perfons by 
Name, at what Time or Times, and whether for any 
and what Price or Confideration either paid down, or 
fecur'd to be paid. * 

il], Enaé&ed, That the Lord Chief Baron, and 
other the Barons of the Exchequer, to whom any fuch 
Particulars and Inventories {hall be deliver'd in upon 
Oath in Purfuance of this Act, thall, within conve- 
nient Time, deliver one Duplicate thereof to the 
Lord Chancellor, or Speaker of the Houfe of Lords, 
and one other Duplicate thereof’ to the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, to be by them forthwith laid 
before the ref{pective Houfes, And if it ihall appear, 
upon Infpeétion or Perufal of fuch Particulars by the 
faid Lord Chief Baron and Barons, that the fame are 
evalive or ungertain ; or if Signification ihall be made 
ftom either Houfe of Parliament by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, or the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, 
that a farther Examination thall be thereupon had ; 
or if Information fhall be given, upon Oath, to the 
faid Lord Chief Baron or barens of any Conceal- 
ment, Omiflion, or Falfity in fuch Particulars, then 
it {hall be lawful for the faid Lord Chief Baron or 
Barons to examine, upon Oath, the Perfon delivering 
in fuch refpective Particulars and Inventories, upon 
fuch Interrogatories, as may tend to difclofe his 
Eftate, or any fecret Grants, or Difpofition of his 
lands, Debts, and _perfonal Ehtate, as they ihall think 
meet: And the faid Chief Baron and Barons are 
authoriz’d and requir’d to fummon before them, any of 
them the faid Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, Di- 
rectors, &@c. and in default of Attendance upon any 
fach Summons, the Lord aaa Baron and as 

hall 
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{hall and may iffue Warrants to fuch fit Perfons as 
they think meet, to apprehend and bring before thenr 
any of the faid Sub-Governcr, Deputy-Governor, 
€¢c. at fuch Times and Places as thall be mention’d in 
fuch Warrants; and if thereupon any of the faid 
Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, Directors, €¥c. thal 
refufe to be examin’d, or to anfwer fully to every In- 
terrogatory, it {hall be Jawful for the faid Chief Baroa 
and Barons to commit any of them the faid Sub-Ce- 
vernor, Deputy-Governor, &c. to the Prifon of the 
Fleet, there to remain, without Bail or Mainprize, ’till 
he fhall fubmit to be examin’d, and anfwer as afore- 
faid ; and in cafe any of the faid Sub-Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, &@’c. thal! ee or refufe to deliver 
in fuch Particulars of their Eftates in Manner before- 
mention’d, or fhall not, within the Space of eight 
Days after his being committed, fibmit to be examin’d, 
as aforefaid, or fhall be guilty of any wilful Conceal- 
ment, in any Examination, then every of them, fo 
offending, fhall be adjudg’d guilty of Felony, and 
ihall fuffer Death as a Felon, without Benefit of Cler- 





gy, osc. 
IV. Enacted, That if any Perfons being know 


fuppos’d, or fufpeéted to have or detain any Part 
the Lands, Tenements, Goods, Chattels, or perfonal 
Eftate of any of them the faid Sub-Governor, De 
puty-Governor, €'c. orto be able to give any Infor- 
mation or Evidence concerning the fame, or to be in- 
debted to or for the Benefit of any of them, = 
after lawtul Summons to appear before the faid Lo 
Chief baron and Barons to be examin’d, negle& ot 
refufe to come at the Time appointed in fuch Sum- 
mons, having no Jawful Impediment, or ihall refufe 
to be fworn, or to make Anfwer to fuch Interroga 
tories as {hall be adminifter'd to him or them, t 
and in the faid Cafes, it thall be lawful for the fai 
Lord Chief Baron and Barons, to iffue their Wat- 
rants to apprehend any Perfon fo neglecting or te 
fufing to appear, and to bring him, her, or them to 
be examin’d, and to commit to the Prifon of the 
Fleet all fuch Perfons as thall fo refufe to be fworn, of 
make Anfwer to fuch Interrogatories as ihall be admi- 
nifter'd as aforefaid, there to remain, without Bail ot 
Mainprize, until fuch Time as the faid Perfon, fo re 
fufing to be fworn, or to anfwer to fuch Irterrogato- 
ries, 
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riés, {hall fubmit him or Herfelf to be examin'd ac- 
cording to the Meaning of this Ac. 

V. Enaéted, That the faid Sub-Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, Dire¢tors, €sc. ihall, for the Space of one 
whole Year, to be computed from the fi'th Day of 
Fanuary 1720, and until the End of the then next 
Seffion of Parliament,.be difabled from, and made 
incapable of conveying, aliening, fettling, charging, 
or incumbering any Lands, €c. to which they, of 
any Perfons in Trult for them, are, or {hall be enti- 
tled, and alfo during the Time aforefaid, fhaj] be 
difabled from afligning, conveying, or making over 
any of their perfonal Eftate in Truft for themfelves, 
their Wives and Children, and alfo from otherwife 
difpofing of any of their perfonal Eftate, except 
for the neceflary Subfifiance of themfelves and Fa- 
milies, or for paying fuch juft Debts as are or {hall 
be contracted and due by them refpectively, before 
the i Day of January 1720, and except perilhable 
Goods. . 

VJ}. Provided, That this A& thall not difable any 
of them from difpofing of their Eftates by their laft 
Will and Teftament, in cafe they, or any of them, 
jhall happen to die during the Jime aforefaid, fubject 
neverthelefs to the juftice and Difpofition of Parlia- 


ment. 

Vil. Ena&ed, That the faid Sub Governor, Depu- 

Governor, €sc. during the Space of one whole 

ear, from the faid fitth of January 1720, and until 
the End of the then next Seffion of Parliament, thal! 
not tran{port or convey any of their Goods, Chattels, 
Monies, or Effeéts out ot this Realm, other than 
Ships, and Shares of Ships, whereof they were pol- 
fefs’d on the faid fifth Day of Fanuary 1720, and 
other than for paying fuch juft Debts as are ‘or thal! 
be contraéted and due before the faid fitth Day of 
January: And if any of them the faid Sub Gover- 
nor, Deputy-Governor, &c. thall, within the Space 
of one whole Year, trom the faid fitth Day of F:- 
mary, tran{port or convey any of his Goods, Monies, 
or other Effects out of this Realm, then every of them 
fo offending, and every other Perfon, knowingly and 
willingly aiding and aftifting therein, thall be adjudg’d 
guilry of Felony, and thal! fuffer Death as a Felon 
without Benefit of Clergy, &’c. 





Lz VIII. And 
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VII. And for the more effectual Difcoyery of the 
Effates and Effeéts of the faid Sub-Governor, &¢. 
be it enacted, That all Perfons within this Kingdom 
who fhall have accepted of any Trufts, or thall eon- 
ceal or proteét any Eftare, real or perfonal, of or fot 
any of them the faid Sub-Governor, &c. and {hall 
not before the 2qth Day of June 19421, truly difcover 
fuch Truft and Eftate in Writing to the Lord Chief 
Baron, or one of the Barons of the Exchequer, thal] 
forfeit treble the Value of the Eflate, real or perfonal, 
fo conceal’d ; one Moiety thereot to his Maijefty,:and 
the other Moiety thereof to them who fhall fue for 
the fame; and {hall fuffer Imprifonment for one Yeag 
without Bail or Mainprize. 

YX. Enaéted, That every Perfon who fhall, before 
the 29th of September 1721, voluntarily come before 
one of the Barons of the Excheguer, and make a trae 
Difcovery in Writing upon Oath of any Part of the 
Eftate, of any the faid Sub-Governor, &c. which 
fhall have been conceal’d, {hall be allow’d after the 
Rate of 20/. per Cent. according to the Value of fuch 
Eftate or Effects fo difcover’d, being in any Part be- 
yond the Seas, and atter the Rate of 10/. per Cent, 
according to the Value of fuch Eftates or Effects fo 
difcover’d, remaining within this Kingdom, to be 
paid and allow’d out of the faid Eflate and Effects, or 
to be recover’d by Adtion of Debt to be brought upon 
this A&t. “7 

X. Provided, and be it enacted, That all and every 
the Lands, Tenements, Goods, Chattels, Debts, Sums 
of Money, and perfonal Eftate whatfoever of the faid 
Sub-Governor, &c¢. which thal] be forfeited and reco- 
verd by Virtue of this Aé, thall be paid and an- 
fwer'd into the Receipt of Exshequer, to be iffu’d and 
apply’d for the Ufe and Benefir of the Corporation of 
the Governor and Company of Merchants of Great 
Britain trading to the South Seas, &8'c. , 

XI. Enaéted, That this Act fhall be deem’d, ad- 
judg’d, and taken to be a publick A&, to be judicially 
taken Notice of by all Judges, juitices, and other 
Perfons whatfoever. is 





IRELAND. 
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TRELAWND. 


“HE following Piece isa Proof of the reftlefs En- 
T deavours of the Enemies of the Government, to 
difturb and overthrow our happy Conftitytion both 
in Church and State. 


By the Lords Fuftices and Council in Ireland, a Pro- 
clamation. 


MIDDLETON, Wm. Conolly. 
SAlae a we have Information upon Oatir, 

‘\ that feveral Perfons have been of late en- 
lifted in the County of Waterford, and in other Parts 
of this Kingdom, under Pretence of engaging in fo- 
reign Service, but with Intention (as it appears to us) 
to ferve the Pretender, and have appeard in the faid 
County of Waterford and other Places in Arms in 
reat Numbers, to the Verror of his Majefty’s good 
Sibiedts ; and that feveral Perfons are, at this Time, 
enlifting Men for the faid Service: We therefore, hav- 
ing refolv’d to es a Stop to the faid traiterous Pra- 
ices, and to bring the Actors therein to condign 
Punifhment, do, by this our Proclamation, ftrifily 
charge and command all Juftices of the Peace, Ma- 
ape. Sheriffs, and all other his Majefty’s Officers, 
Jivil and Military, to ufe their utmoft Endeavours 
todifcover, feize, and apprehend all and every Perfon 
and Perfons who thal! enlift any Men for the faid 
Service, as alfo all fuch who fhall be fo enlifted. And 
for the Encouragement of fuch as thall within three 
Months, frem the Date of this our Proclamation, 
difcover any of the Offenders aforefaid, f as they or 
any of them may be brouglit to Juftice, fuch Ditco- 
verer ihall receive, as a Reward, for every Perfon fo 
enlifting the Sum of fifty Pounds, and for every one 
fo enlifted the Sum of five Pounds. And we do 
hereby ftri€tly command and require all Magiftrates 
and Officers, the feveral Officers of his Majetty’s 
Revenue in the feveral Ports of this Kingdom, and 
all other his Majefty'’s Subjects, to ufe their utmoft 
Care and Diligence to prevent all fuch Perfons as 
are enlifted, and all fuch other Perfons as thal! _ 
the bs. 3 ; after 
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after be enlifted for the faid Service, from going out 
of this —— And for the more effectual pre- 
venting of Perfons being enlifted for the faid oe 
vice, we do prohibit and forbid all Perfons whatfo- 
ever to enlift themfelves, or to entertain or enlift any 
of his Majefty’s Subjects in this Kingdom, in the 
Service of any foreign Prince or State whatfoever, 
without Authority or Leave from his Majefty, or the 
chief Governor os Governors of this Kingdom for 
the Time being, as they will anfwer the contrary at 
their utmoft Peril. And we do hereby declare, that 
any Perfon who has been or fhall be enlifted or 
entertain’d for the Service of the Pretender, and 
and fhail, within the Space of three Months, from 
the Date of this our Proclamation, difcover the Per- 
fon who enlifted him before any Juftice of the Pea 

the firft Difcoverer of every Perfon fo enlifting th 

have his Pardon for the fame; and if the Perfon 
who enlifted him fhall be apprehended and con- 
victed thereof, then fuch firft Difcoverer {hall have 
and receive the Reward of fitty Pounds as afurefaid 
for his Service. 





Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin, the 14th 
Day of February, 1720, 


Edw. Tuam, Fitz-William Ferravd, Tulla Moore, 
W. Whitfoed, Oliver S. George, Frederick Has 
milton, Ben. Parry, R. Tighe. 


God fave the King. 


This Kegiffer being the rft for the Year ry21 
fhall conclude with a thort Keview, by Way of 
Recapitulation, of the chief Tranfaékons that hap- 
- in Europe during the Courfe of the preceding 

ear. 


OF the Occurrences that happen’d in the Year 
1720, one of the moft material is, the Refignation 
of the Royal Authority made by the Queen of 


Sweden in Favour of her Hufband the Hereditary 
Prince of Heffe Cafel, ani his Election in Confe- 
quence thereof by the States of the Ringion, the 

‘ hrone, 
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Throne. This isan Event of fuch Importance, that 
it well deferves a Place in the Records of lime; 
where but few, if any, parallel Inftances can be 
found. That Prince is born of a- Family profef- 
fing the Reform’d Religion, and who have, for 
feveral Ages, diftinguith’d themfelves for their Zeal 
and Piety, and, confequently, his Elevation to the 
Throne of Sweden cannot but turn to the com- 
mon Advantage of the Proteftant Intereft, and con- 
tribute to infpire the different Sets, both Luthe- 
vans and Calvinifts, with mutual Love, and induce 
them to unite both Heart and Hands to oppofe the 
Defigns of their Enemies. 





The Expedition of the Spaniards into 4frica is 
another of the moft confiderable Events of the pre- 
ceding Year. The Enterprize in its Defign was great 
and glorious ; nor could it promife better Succefs than 
it did in its Beginning: The Deliverance of the 
City of Ceuta froma Siege of almoft twenty-feven 
Years continuance, and the gaining of three confi- 
derable Advantages over the Infidels in the Space of 
lefs than feven Weeks Time, feem’d to forebode 2 
happy Iffue of the Undertaking: But the Moors 
receiving {till freth Reinforcements, even ‘till their 
Army amounted to rooeoo Men, and being befides 
entire Mafters of the Country, from whence the 
— could receive no Subfiftence, Valour and 

ondu& were at length forc’d to yield to Multi- 
tudes, and «he Spanifb Troops, after having repair’d 
the damag’d Fortifications otf Ceuta, and added fome 
mew to the Place, were oblig’d to abandon the 
‘farther Purfuic of their Enterprize, and return to 


Spain. 


Cardinal dlberoni having been the chief Author 
of the War in Italy, his Difgrace and Difmiffion 
from the Court of Madrid, was foon follow'd by 
the King of Spain’s Acceffion to the Quadruple 
Alliance ; but tho’ the Inftrument of his Acceptation 
of the Terms ftipulated by that Treaty, was lign’d 
i January 1720, and the Treaty icfelt fign’d the 
— of February tollowing by the Marquels 
de Beretti Landi, the Catholick King’s Plenipotentiary 
atthe Hague, the Treaty for a Sufpenfion of fit 

an 
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and for the Evacuation of Sicily and Sardinia, met 
with fo many Difficulties, that it was not perfected 
"till the 8th of May following. That Treaty was 
pun@ually executed ; the whole Kingdom ot Sicily 
deliver’d to the Imperialifts; that of Sardinia to the 
Plenipotentiary of the Court of Turin, and the 
Spanif Troops trom both thofe Kingdoms tranf 
orted back to.Spain. Thusended the fatal War that 
had been kindled by the Counfels and Artifices 
of an ambitious Cardinal, whofe Defigns having 
mifcarry’d, he was forc’d to make his Efcape from 
Genoa, and has been fkulking ever fince to avoid 
the juft Refentments of feveral Princes, particularly 
of the King of Spain, whom he had unwarily en- 
gag’d into thofe pernicious Meafures. All we hall 
obferve upon this Sicitian War is only this, that 
as it would have been impoffible for the Impe- 
rialifts to land a fufficient Army in that Kingdom 
to make a Conqueft thereof, fo long as the Spa- 
niards had a Fleet to oppofe them; fo it muft be 
granted, that the Reduétion of that Ifland, and of 
Sardinia too, was chiefly, if not entirely owing to 
the vigorous Interpofitions of Great Britain. 


The South being thus pacify’d, the War feems to be 
almoft brought toan End inthe North; and this too 
by the Interpofition of his Britannick Majefty: For 
the Treaty of Peace between the Kings of Sweden and 
Denmark, and that between his Swedifp Majefty and 
the King of Bufia, were concluded byethe friendly 
Mediation of the King of Great Britain, and faith- 
fully executed. And as the Defigns of the Rufian 
againit Sweden have been prevented by the Britifp Fleet, 
"us probable the Czar will no longer perfift in his 
Kefufal to put an End to the Northern War. He 
feems indeed, to be in a Condition to hold out many 
Years upon the Defenfive; but of what other Avail 
will that be to him, than to fee his Fleet, in which he 
takes fo much Delight, become the Prey of Worms 
in his Harbours, and his Subjects ruin’d for want of 
Commerce. This being the inevitable Confequence 
of the Continuation of the War in the North, ’tis 
not likely that the Czar, who has hitherto had the 
Reputation of a wife and prudent Prince, will per 
fifi in Meafures. that may prove deftructive to 7 
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N° XXI 
but. will rather endeavour. to extricate himfelf our of 
thofe Difficulties with Honour ; of which there-is the 
greater Appearance, inafmuch as his Czarilh Ma- 
yey feems at this Time to have accepted the Mes 


diation of France, for putting an Ehd to the 
Northern Troubles. 





. The Affairs of Religion in the Empire. were ano- 
ther important Article af the preceeding Year. The 
Complaints of the Proteftants feem to have been 
jut and well-grounded; and the Princes of that 
ommnnion having proceeded to Reprifals, there 
was Reafon to fear, that the Influence of the Court 
of Xome; and of the Clergy of chat Church, would 
have prevented the equitable Difpofinons -of _the 
eror, and fo‘have had an open Rupture. [hut not- 
withflanding the feemingly infuperable Difficulties, 
the Interpofition ,and good Offices of his Brigannick 
Majefty, of the King of Pra, and of the States 
General, have been fo fuccefsful, that Pare of the 
Proteftant’s Grievances have been already. redrefled, 
d folerin Affurances given, that all Things thal) 
ily be reftored, according to the Treaty of 
Weftphalia, ‘the ttue Bafis and Foundation of the 
Civil and Religious Liberties of Germany... Thus a 
Religious. War in. the Empire has been prevented, 
and the future Peace thereof feems to be fecured. 


Poland has afforded no other. ‘material Tranfacti- 
ons the laft Year, than.the Meeting and unfuc- 
cefsful Breaking up of two fucceflive Diets, with- 
gut coming to any Refolution on the great Mat- 
ters that were laid betore them. The Frerogatives 
of the General of the Crown, being invaded by 
the Poft given to Count Fleming Veldt - Mar- 
fhal of the Foreign Forces, was made the Pretence 
of the tion of thofe Diets; but many: ra- 
ther imputed the true Reafon of it to be the Um- 
brage which the Poles had taken of fome Defigns 
that were hatching againft their Liberty ; which- 
feems the more —"* becaufe notwithflanding 
that the King-of Poland. tound Means of working 
an Accommodation between his Generals, the Poles 
feem ftill diffatisfy’d, and pretend that chat Re- 
concilement having been made withont the_ Parti« 
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cipation. of the Diet, is invalid, and contrary to § 
the Conftitutions of the Kingdom. Thus the Af- 
— of Poland feem fill in a very unfettled Con- 
ition. 





The Affairs of France have had for fome Fime 
paft, and indeed fill have, a very gloomy Afped. 
The Plague has deftroy’d one of their moft flour 
ifhing Cities, and ftill rages in feveral others of 
Proverice; and the Overthrow of that inchanted 
Machine, call’d Miffippi, Royal Bank, and India 
Company , has occafion’d an unfpeakable Confulion 
throughout that Kingdorh. Happy had it been for 
Greot Britain, if this laft Plague, this Bubbling 
Contagion, which has been fo fatal, to France, 
had, like that other Divine Scourge, kept within 
the Bounds ot that Country; then the South Sa 
Scheme, and fome ather Projects, would not have 
occafion'd the unhappy Turn of Affairs, which have 
fo much affeéted the publick Credit at Home, tha 
England never was sheet to fo deplorable a Con- 
4iuon. Hiftory does not furniih us with any In 
itance of the Jike Difafter; and all that has beea 
hitherto done, feems infufticient to reftore the pub- 
fick Credit of the Nation. The exemplary Punilh- 
ment of fome of the Directors, and others who 
have brought this Calamity ‘upon the Nation, will 
not, ‘tis fear'd, ftop the loud Cries of the Suffer 
ers, unlefs Means be found at the fame Time, to 
teitore to them their Eftates, of which they have 
been fo barbaroufly plunder'd ; otherwife the man 
Thoufands of Families, that are entirely ruin’d, will 
have Keafon to fay, that in this Particular, they 
are at leaft as: ill treated in England, as they could 
have been any where elfe. 
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Moneys advance’d and paid off in the Exchequer, on the 
following Funds, to December 22 » 1720. 


Int. Exchequer. Advanced. Paid off Numb, 


7th 3 Shilling Aid 1410000] 1377092 2102 
8th 3 Shilling Aid 1410000] 561411 680 
Hops —— 180000] 173778 686 
Malt 1719 Jooo0o| §52194 yi 
Malt 1718 t0 1720 = 7o0000] $82000 77500 986116 
Coals —— — 228787] 133843 689 








All the Benefits in the Lottery 1710, that are unfub- 
fcribed, and due the 25th of March, 1720, are in Courfe of 
Payment. 

India Company pay their Dividend to Chriftmas laft. 

India Books fhyg the 15th of March, to chufe uew Di- 
sectors, and open che 6ch of April. 








